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TO HIS GRACE. 

9 
LORD ARCH BISHOP 
OF 


CANTERBURY. 


te "4 Seeber, 2: 


N Teſtimony of his eminent 


Learning, diſtinguiſhed Hu- 
manity, and amiable Chara Qer : 3 


And in acknowledgment of the 


ſingular Kindneſs and Candour 

experienced trom his Lordſhip, 

This attempt to delineate the 
, Life and Character of his and. 


Az my 


vt DEDICATION. 
my Divine Maſter, Pattern, and 
Judge, with the profoundeſt 
Reſ pect and ſincereſt Gratitude 
is inſcribed, by 

His Gract's 
will Align at rs 


humble ſervant, 


EDWARD HARWOOD. 
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PREFACE. 


5 1 O, in one of his moral treatiſes, 


aſſerts, chat if Virtue ſhould aſſume an 
human form, and in ail her divine attrac- 
tions exhib.t herlclf to mortals, ſhe would 
irreſiſtibly inſpire every breaſt with a wonder- 


ful admiration and ſacred love of her. We 
have ſeen this philoſop ical viſion of PLATO 
realized: the world hath beheld, monifeſted 


in the fleſh, the only begotten Son of the 


Father, full of grace and truth! This is 
the moſt illuſtrious event in the annals of this 
world. It is the molt diſtinguiſhed and ſignal 


expreſſion of the benevolence and love of God 
Almighty, that ever he manifeſted to his 


rational creatures, Gop ſo loved the world 


that he ſent his well beloved Son, that wwheſoever 
believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 


laſting life ! The greateſt Character, that ever 
was diſplayed before the ſons of Adam, was 


that of Jeſus Chriſt, The more accurately 
it is ſtudied and minutely examined, the more 
will its divine excellence and conſummate 
worthineſs. unfold and evince themſelves, 


After a diligent ſtudy of the Scriptures for 
2A number of years, I am fully convinced 


A 3 that 


"1 & 


that the truth of the Chriſtian Religion may 
ſafely be reſted on the ſipgle character of 
Jelus Chriſt, This moſt amiable Character, 


which is infinitely enveared to, us by every 
conſideration thit can affect our ingenuity, 
duty, and happinels, I have attempted to 
delineate. Bur 1t is not for me, or for any 
writer, how eminent ſoever his abilities, and 


attainments in ſcriptural knowledge, to do 


juſtice to the ſubject. I can only hold up 


to the reader a rude and very imperfect 


draught of the divine original: but detective 
and inadequate as ſuch a delineation muſt 
be, it is preſumed that it cannot fail of 
inſpiring every worthy and virtuous perſon 


with delight and love, I originally compoled 


this volume with an expreſs deſign to pro- 
f mote the intereſts of practical religion. It 
hath been profeſſedly culculated for the uſe 
of maſters and miſtreſſes of families, and for 
the benefit of young perſons. I imagined if 


J could but exhibit a ſtriking and faithful 
portraiture of the life of our bleſſed Saviour, 


it muſt ſtrongly impreſs every one, who con- 
templated it, with the divinity of his charac- 
rer, and the excellence and importance of his 


religion. Under the influence of this 1dea, 


i wrote the following religious treatiſe, and 


"4K every 
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re vil 
every one muſt acknowledge the deſign to be 
good, however I may have failed in the execu- 


tion of it. I need not inform the reader that 
a great number of books hath been written 


on this ſubject with various degrees of religi- 
aus and literary merit. The, celebrated Trea- 
tiſe of Trnomas a KEMpISs, on the Imitation 
„, Chriſt, appeared in the darkeſt ages of 
Popery, and though abounding with pious 


meditations and devout ſentiments, yet it 


' retains too deep a tincture of the gloom and 


ſuperſtition amidſt which it was 6 SENG, 


and is too myſterious and enthuſiaſtical, 
conduce much to the improvement and ig. 
cation of rational and well inſtructed Chriſ- 
tians. The life of Chriſt hath alſo been writ- 
ten in our language by Ds. Smrrta, De, 
JereMran TavLon, in folio ; the laſt edition, 


which is the tenth, was publiſhed 1742: by 


Mr. BaiLty, 1732, which I never ſaw: by 


my late learned and worthy friend DR. Ben- 


gon, Which was publiſhed, 1764, in one 


volume, quarto, by ſubſcription, after his 
deceaſe: a very critical and elaborate work, 
originally written in ſeparate ſermons and 


preached ; ſome of which, I apprehend, were 
| lent and loſt; for I remember the Doctor put 
into my 1 hands a Diſſertation on our Saviour's 


Agony, 


vill PREFACE 
Agony, which he told me he deſigned ſhould 


be inſerted in his Liſe of Chriſt, which does 


not appcar in the preſeat compilation. This 


work of Docroa Benson is leſs calculated 
for c.mmon chriſtians than for the critical 
ſtudents of ſacred literature, for a great many 


pages are employed in ſetiling the Chrono- 


logy of the life of Chriſt, computing paſ- 
ſovers, minutely explaining circumſtances, 
aſcertaining the various migrations of Chriſt, 
and determining the Geography of the Holy 
Land. In 1769 appeared at Glaſgow a beau- 
tiful little Eſſay on the Life of Chriſt, written 
by Da. Ca Alo, which abounds with good 
ſenſe, with rational and very pertinent reflec- 
tions. Of this Treatiſe there is a ſecond 
Edition, corrected and enlarged, The laſt 


publication on this ſubject is by Dx. HuxTen, 


one of the miniſters of St. Andrews, in two 
Volumes 12mo. printed at Edinburgh, 1770. 
This is a judicious and well written perfor- 

mance, and the Doctor hath maniteſted, on 


this moſt comprehenſive ſubject, great learn- 


ing, genius, and accuracy. I cannot but 
mention it as ſomething extraordinary and 


ſingular, that though I am not unacquainted 


with French literature, yet I do not remember 
ever to have ſeen in this language a Treatiſe 
„„ . 
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PRE FACE. 1 


on this ſubject, and on conſulting a French 


clergyman of great erudition, and eminent 
for his knowledge of books, he told me he 
believed they had no reſpectable Treatiſe on 
the Life or imitation of Jeſus Chriſt in their 
language. 


[ embrace this opportunity of teſtifying 


my grateful acknowledgments for the candid 


and favourable reception my two Volumes 


of the new Introduction to the Study and 


Knowledge of the New Teſtament have ex- 


perienced from the friends and encouragers 
of ſacred literature. I am informed that they 
are now tranſlating into Dutch by a clergy- 
man of great learning, who will add many 
notes and obſervations. Any thing that I 


judge curious and uſeful in theſe additional 


remarks of this learned foreigner I will inſert 
in the ſecond editions of my books, which will 


be publiſhed, probably, this winter, for 1 
ſhall ſtudy the Dutch language in order to 


read and enjoy theſe critical annotations. 1 
will undertake the third Volume, which ſome 
time ago I promiſed, which will conſiſt of 


critical remarks, explanations of emphatical 
words and phraſes uſed by the ſacred writers, 


parallel paſſages from the Greek and Roman 
Claſſicks, a view of the ſtate of the reſpective 


churc hes 


x PREFACE. 


churches when the ſeveral epiſtles were weit- 


ten to them, a liſt of thoſe learned writers, 


with the beſt editions of their works, who 


have illuſtrated the inſpired writings, A great 
part of the materials is already accumulated 


for this Volume, and I will fit down to arrange 
and methodize them, as ſoon as my family 
is ſettled, and I enjoy, through the kindneſs 


of my friends, a ſituation, propitious for 
ſtudy and literary purſuits. May Gop give 


a bleſſing to this attempt to delineate the life 


and character of his well-beloved Son our 
| bleſſed Saviour, Pattern, and Judge, and 


may his infinite goodneſs grant, that we may 


ſo love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, 
ſo imitate his perfect and moſt engaging 
| example, and ſo worthily tranſcribe the ami- 
able virtues and graces of it into our o ]. 
lives and characters, that in the great day of 
the RrsuRRECTION he may acknowledge us 
for his holy followers and faithful diſciples, 
and miniſter to every one of us, moſt abun- 
dantly, an happy entrance into his everlaſt. 
ing kingdom of ar Amen. 


Briftal, Auguſt I7, 1772. 
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S ECT. I. 


7 Many ancient kept received their accom· 
Pliſbment in Chriſt, 


\HE glorious advent of Jesvs CHRIST 

into the world was clearly preſignified 
by many expreſs prophecies, which received 
their final accompliſhment in him. Theſe 
predictions were delivered to the world at 
various times and in divers manners, in order 
to animate the faith and hopes of the people 
of God, and to chear their minds with the 
happy proſpect of that glorious æra. Our 
Saviour declareth : That Abraham rejoiced to 
ſee his day, and that he ſaw it, and was glad. 
The Greek word hignifies, that he was tranſ- 
B Ported 
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ported with joy * at the proſpect of it. God 
expreſsly aſſured this great and good man, 


That in his feed all the nations of the world 


ſhould be blijſed: and the aſſurance of this 
grand event being one day to be accompliſhed 
in the perſon of the Meſſiah, who was to 


be one of his deſcendents, filled the devout 
Patriarch with gratitude and ecſtaſy. He 
believed the Divine promiſe, directed the eye 


of faich to this molt glorious future Diſpen- 


ſation, and rejoiced in hope of the glory of 
God. One of the Apoſtles alſo telleth us: 
That Jjaiah jaw his glory and ſpoke of him, 


The warm deſires and hopes, which the wiſe 
and good among the Jews indulged with 


regard to the kingdom of the Meſſiah, conſo- 
lated their afflictions, animated their drooping 


n 


—— 


Hape, Propheta ergo cùm eſſet Abraham, et 


videret in ſpiritu diem adventis Domini, et paſſionis 
diſpoſitionem, per quem ipſe quoque, et omnes, qui 
ſimiliter, ut ipſe credidit, credunt Deo, ſalvari incipe- 
rent, exultavit vehementer, | Non incognitus igitur erat 


Dominus Abrahæ, cujus diem concupivit videre. Ire- 
neus, Lib. 4. Cap. 13. p. 283. Edit. Grabe. Abraham 
—doctus repræſentatione, quod inter homines homo 


futurus eſſet Filius Dei, per cujus adventum ſemen ejus 
erat futurum quaſi ſtellæ cli, concupivit eam diem 
videre, uti et ipſe complecteretur Chriſtum, et per ſpiri- 


tum prophetiæ eam videns exultavit. {reu@us, p. 30a. 


Grabe. 


— 
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pirits, and cauſed their ſorrows and ſufferings, 
even the miſeries of ſervitude and captivity, 
to vaniſh. The author of the epiſtle ro the 
Hebrews characterizes the fervent aſpirations 
and hopes in which holy men lived and died 
with regard to the accompliſhment of this 
| ſignal promiſe : Theſe all died in faith—their 
hope of it was fo vigorous and fo ſtrongly 
infixed in their minds, that it did not forſake 
them even in death—not having, indeed, 
perſonally received the promiſes, but having ſec 
them afar off, and were perſuaded of them and 
embraced them. Through all the intermediate 
ages from the creation to the redemption of 
mankind, a clearer and {till clearer intimation 
is given of this illuſtrious period. God hath 
an immenſely large progreflive ſcheme, ar- 
ranged in a regular beautiful ſeries, by his 
all- comprehenſive mind, conſiſting of many 
intermediate parts, before the plot unravels 
and winds up into one great and conſiſtent 
whole. Our firſt Parents are not expelled 
from Paradiſe, without the aſſurance, not 
obſcurely hinted, of a Deſcendent from them, 
who in future time ſhould reſcue the human 
race from the now incurred penalty of death. 
In ſucceſſive time the Patriarchs were diyinely 
aſſured that in one of their poſterity the earth 
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mould be bleſſed, In following ages, Moſes, 


under a divine afflatus, declared to Iſrael, 
that God would raiſe up for them a prophet 


like unto him, and ſolemnly adjured them 
to embrace and obey him, denouncing the 


heavieſt calamities againſt their nation if they 


rejected this divine Meſſenger. In ſubſequent 


times the prophets were authorized and ſent, 


one after another, proclaiming to the Jewiſh 
4 people the glad tidings of this approaching 
event. Theſe inſpired Prophets exhauſt the 
power of language in ſublime deſcriptions of 


the bleſſedneſs of thoſe happy future days— 


. celebrating the exalted dignity of the Meſſiah's 
perſon, the felicity of thoſe who ſhould ſee 


him, the empire of righteouſneſs he ſhould 


eſtabliſh, and the triumphs his goſpel would 


ſpread throughout the whole world. No : 


hiftorical records, that could have been com- 


_ piled fifty years after the crucifixion of Chriſt, 
could give a more accurate account of the 
perſon and character of Chriſt, the nature of 


his religion, the ſublimity of his doctrine, 
the ignominy of his death, the propagation 
of his goſpel, and the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
than theſe prophecies deliver, though written 


| ſeveral centuries before the tranſactions hap- 
pened to which they referred. None of the 


pans and ene of Chriſt could have 


com- | 
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compiled a more faithful compendious abridg- 
ment of the life, death, reſurrection, and 
exaltation of Jeſus, and the ſubſequent pro- 
mulgation of his religion, than what the #fty- 
third chapter of Iſaiah contains. No ſooner 
did Philip give the true explication of this 
very prophecy to the Eunuch, who was read- 
ing it, and interrogated him concerning its 


meaning and ſhow its exact and ſole accom- 
pliſhment in the life and character of the late 
Jeſus, but he was convinced of the truth of 


Chriſtianity, and was baptized into the pro- 
feſſion of it. The predictions of Daniel are 


ſo far from being wrapped up in the ambiguity 
of prophecy, that they ſeem to be plain hiſ- 


torical narrations, ſo that Porphyry was ſure 
they were written after * the event. Theſe 
Various prophecies, delivered to the world in 


various periods, all concentered in our bleſſed | 


Lord and Saviour—and the excrea/ing light of 
them, from age to age, was lixe that of the 
juſt man, which ſhone with greater and greater 


— 3 


luſtre, until the perfect day of the Chriſtian 


diſpenſation, at laſt, burſt in all its heavenly 
ſplendors upon a benighted world. 
'B3. 


— — — 


Vid e Commant, in Daniel. paſſim. Srotius 
de Veritate Rel. Chriſt, Lib. i. Sec. 17. and the Biſhop 


of Lichfield and Coventry” 8 Vindication of his Defence 
of Chriſtianity, Vol. 1. p. 75. 
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The general eupectation of ſome illuſtrious perſon 
at the time of Chriſt's appearance. 


T appears both from ſacred and prophane 
hiſtory, that about the Hime of our Saviour's 
incarnation, there was a general expectation 


of the illuſtrious advent of a great prince. 


There prevailed over all the Eaſt, ſays Sue- 


lonius, an old and conſtantly received opinion, 


that it was decreed by the fates, that ſome- _ 


body, about that time, ſhould proceed from 


Judæa, and obtain univerſal empire. This 


Prediction, adds the hiſtorian, was accom- 
: pliſhed in Veſpaſian, but the Jewiſh nation 
fondly applying it to themſelves, excited a 
rebellion “. Tacitus employs almoſt the very 


ſame expreſſions, when, mentioning the de- 


ſtruction of Jeruſalem, he cites this pre- 


diction. 


. re oriente toto vetus et conſtans opinio, 


eſſe in fatis ut eo tempore Judea profecti rerum potiren- 


tur. Id de imperatore Romano, quantum eventu poſtea 


patuit, prædictum Judzi ad ſe trahentes rebellarunt. 
Suetonius in FYpeſe p. 7 ; 5. Edit. Var. 8vo. 
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diction T. Moſt of the Jews were firmly 
perſuaded that there was an expreſs declaration 
in the antient books of their prieſts, that at 
that very time the Eaſt would gain the aſcen- 

dency, and ſomebody from Judæa acquire 
univerſal dominion.” And he obſerves, that 
this illuſtrious prediction had taken ſuch warm 
poſſeſſion of the common people among the 
Jews, that they could not be compelled to 
reſign their dependence on this prophecy, but 
by a ſeries of calamities. The antient books 
of the prieſts, which this Hiſtorian mentions, 
were undoubtedly the ſacred writings of the 
Old Teitament, which contain theſe expreſs 
predictions, which at that time excited univerſal 
attention. A clear proof this from the teſti- 
mony of pagan writers, how general and how 
_ ardent the expectation then was of the ſpeedy. 
appearance of the Meſſiah. Joſephus alſo 
atteſts the prevalence of this univerſal per- 
ſuaſion. What principally excited the Jews, 
ſays he, to this war, was an ambiguous oracle, 
S 7 4 e ound” 


+ Pluribus perſuaſio 3 inerat, antiquis ſacerdotum litteris 
contineri, eo ipſo tempore fore, ut valeſceret Oriens, 
profectique Juded rerum potirentur. Quæ ambages 
Vejpaſianum ac Titum prædixerant. Taciti Hiſt. Lib. v. 
p. 491. Vol. iii. Edit. Dublin. 1730. 5 
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found in their ſacred writings to this purpoſe 


E That about that time a certain perſon would 


ariſe from their country, and rule over the 
univerſe, This prediction they embraced as 
folcly regarding themſelves, and many of their 
wiſe men were deceived in their application of 
it—this oracle being accompliſhe in Feſpaſan, 


who in J7udæa was created emperor *®, It 


appears from the New Teſtament, how preva- 
lent at that time the expectation was, that 
there would very ſpeedily riſe an illuitrious 
prince to ſway the ſceptre of univerial do- ; 


minion. This was what they expected who 
waited for the conſolation of Ijrael, and for 
redemption in Jeruſalem. This was what in- 
cited the Jews to flock with ſuch eagerneſs, | 


and in ſuch prodigious crowds, from all parts 


of Judæa, to John's baptiſm. This was ; 
' what engaged the Clergy to interrogate him 


with 3 ardent hopes and vehement earneſt- 
hel whether he were the great Meſſiah, the 
:  Chrif Z 
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Chriſt of God, whoſe appearance they ſa_ 
paſſionately expected. We fondly imagined, 
| faid the diſciples who were going to Emmaus, 
ſunk in dejection- and delpair, that this was 
the perſon that ſhould have redeemed Iſrael, 
that is, redeemed Judæa from her ſubjection 
to the Romans, and made Feruſalem the ſeat 
and center of univerſal empire. This national 
perſuaſion had taken ſuch inveterate poſſeſſion 
of their minds, that after his reſurrection they 
were tranſported to think, that now he would 
certainly vindicate his country from its ſervi- 
tude to Rome, aſſume the regal title, and 
ere& a grand and glorious empire. Lord! 
 avilt thou at this time reſtore the kingdom to 
Iſrael! Theſe big hopes in the Jew! nation 
were all kindled, and this general expectation 
at zhis period was excited by the predictions 
of the ancient prophets—ſome of whom had 
accurately marked the precife time, in which 
this moſt eminent perſonage would make his 
appearance, Particularly, the period of 
Daniel's ſeventy weeks, or 490 years, was now 
complete which reckoning from the ſeventh 
year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, who iſſued 
the decree to build the temple, to the birth of 
_ Chriſt, exactly makes the period of years 
abovementioned, © His future incarnation, 
. ſays 
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ſays Origen in his book againſt Celſus, had, 
for a ſeries of years, been ſo expreſsly pre- 
dicted by ſeveral of their prophets, that the 
warmeſt hopes and expectations of the ſpeedy 
advent of their promiſed Meſſiah had now 
pervaded the whole body of the Jewiſh 
people, and, after his appearance, he fre- 
quently became the ſubject of their ſolicitous 
debate; and a great number of them acknow- 
ledged him to be the Chriſt, and were fully 
convinced that he was the very perſon whom 
their prophets had deſcribed *. ? 
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p. 127. Edit. Cantab. 1677, 
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SECT. III. 


The magnificence with which heaven introduced 


our - Saviour into the world. 


OTH a little before and at the time of 

our Lord's appearance, there were many 
wonderful tokens, which were deſigned by 
Providence to be the forerunners and attend- 
ants of this grand event. Theſe occurrences, 
we find, excited univerſal attention. Let the 
reader imagine himſelf in Judæa at this 
illuſtrious æra, the moſt illuſtrious ſurely in 
the annals of this world. I will, with as 
much accuracy as poſſible, lay before him 
the ſtate of things at that time, that he may 
ſce in what pomp heaven dreſſed this ſcene, 
and with what a train of magnificent circum- 
ſtances the appearance of Chriſt in human 
nature was accompanied, 


There had cw been a total ceſſation of 
prophecy for near 400 years. From Malachi, 
who was the laſt of the Jewiſh prophets, 
through that long period which extends to 
the coming of Chriſt, no inſpired meſſenger _ 


had 
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had been ſent them, no perſon had appeared 
among them, inveſted with a divine com- 
miſſion, all miracles and prophetic gifts were 
withdrawn, no viſion, no revelation had been 
communicated to any one, and no judge, 
prieſt, or prophet, in all this vaſt ſpace, were 
raiſed up by Providence to exhort them in the 
name of the Lord. Now why for ſo long a 
duration were all prophetic gifts wholly with- 
drawn from this diſtinguiſhed people ?— 
Undoubtedly, among other reaſons, to ag- 
grandize the appearance and character of the 
Son of God. The longer the prophetic Jig. 
had been extnd?, the more would their at- 
tention be excited, when ſuch a perſon as 
Jelus Chriſt in the full glory of his heavenly 
miſſion appeared among them, full of grace 
and truth, and endowed with all thoſe amazing 
gifts and miraculous powers which he diſ- 
played. The ceffation of prophecy among 
the Jews, during ſo many centuries, was an 
act of Providence to exalt and magnify the 
authority and character of Jeſus, when he did 
appear, to alarm the whole nation, to fix their 
attention upon him, and to inſpire all Iſrael 
with ardent hope and gratitude, that God had 
not forgotten his covenant, or abandoned his 
antient people. Such a glorious and heavenly 
geo | light, 
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light, on a ſudden, riſing and bleſſing the 
world after ſuch long and uncomfortable 
darkneſs, how intenſcly muſt it direct the eyes 
of men to it, engage them to hail its auſpicious 
beams, and lead them with the warmeſt grati- 
tude to bleſs God for cauſing this day-ſpring 
from on high to viſit them at a time when they 
were diſpoſed to think that God had forſaken 
Iſrael, and his vouchſafing to favour them with 
no prophet, no revelation, no divine interpo- 
ſition, for ſuch a ſeries of centuries, raiſed 
in their boſoms theſe chearleſs and gloomy 
apprehenſions. 8 Ko 


To dignify the birth, and uſher into the 
world this great and glorious perſon, heaven 
employed a moſt magnificent apparatus. 
Angels after angels“ wing their flight to 
Bethlehem to indicate his birth. Gabricl, one 


Of. 
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enraptured hearts in repeating, 
in the higheſt, peace, Peace, good will towards 
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of the moſt exalted of the celeſtial ſpirits, 
is diſpatched from the throne of God to an- 
nounce his conception. The Holy Ghoſt 
ſhould come upon her, and the power of the 


Moſt High ſhould overſhadow the Virgin. 


Another heavenly meſſenger is deputed to 
Joſeph, to bid him not heſitate in taking 


Mary to wife, for that which was conceived 


in her was of the Holy Ghoſt. A magnifi- | 
cent heavenly choir, conſiſting of a multitude 


of angels, is delegated to our world *, and 


chears the midaiahe hour with their harmony 
—Joining together with accordant voices and 
Glory to God 


men ce lebrating and applauding a con- 
deſcenſion and benevolence illuſtrious anc 


great beyond all conception. 


Moreover, to announce this great and glo- 
rious event, and to reflect the higheſt honour 
upon 


2 _ — — 


Anges recommencent à ſe communiquer aux hommes, 
et leurs apparitions deviennent auſſi frequentes, qu' elles 
etoient devenues rares. Beauſobre Dijcours Hi e 
 Eritiquess Tom. ix. p. 205. Edit. Haye, 
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upon it, Providence, at that time, lighted up 
a glorious ſtar in the eaſt. This ſeems to have 
made its appearance for ſome time, and un- 
doubtedly ſhone with uncommon and ſingular 
ſplendor, The appearance of this luminary, 
which was viſible in the day time, mult have 
ſtruck the men of thoſe times with great awe, 
and filled them with anxious expectations of 
ſome great and wonderful event that would 
ſoon happen to the world. This glorious 
phænomenon was kindled and ſtationed in the 
eaſt by divine Providence to honour the birth 
of Jeſus, to proclaim to the world that a new 
Diſpenſation of religion would now take place, 
and that the illuſtrious perſon was ww born, 
who was appointed of heaven to introduce 
and eſtabliſh this glorious revolution. Thus 
the Magians, or eaſtern Philoſophers, who 
were the diſciples and followers of Zoroaſter, 
_ underſtood it. Theſe learned and venerable 
ſages, when they ſaw this uncommon phæ— 
nomenon, and beheld this extraordinary lumi- 
nary for a number of days and nights make 
its appearance in the {ky with ſuch luſtre and 
magnificence, concluded that heaven was now 
going to bleſs the world with fome great 
reformer and prophet; and theſe honeſt en- 
quirers after truth, had their expectations ſo 

1 = ets elevated, 


Nance which muſt greatly ftrike and affe 
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elevated, and they were inflamed with ſuch an 
ardent deſire of being eye-witneſſes of what 
Providence was going to effect, that, forming 
a body, they inſtantly quitted all the ties and 
endearments of conſanguinity and country, 
and, ſmitten with the love of ſacred truth, 
undertook an expedition of ſeveral hundred 


miles, haſtening to Jeruſalem with eager and 


impatient ſteps to enquire of the Rabbies the 
cauſe of this wonderful appearance, and to be 
perſonal ſpectators of the great event it por- 


tended, —Muſt not, reader, the arrival of ſuch 
a wiſe and learned body of men, from ſuch 
remote countries, their appearance before the 
Sanhedrim, their preſenting themſelves pub- 


lickly at the court of Herod, their ſolicitous 
and learned enquiries into the cauſe of ſuch 
an uncommon luminary which then irradi- 


| ated the heavens, and preſignified ſuch great 
things, muſt not the journey and perſonal 


preſence of this eminent and illuſtrious body 
of ſcholars and philoſophers greatly alarm the 


whole city of Jeruſalem, raiſe the expectations 


and hopes of the whole nation to the higheſt 
pitch, and induce them to believe that God 
would, at laſt, very ſhortly viſit his people. 


There was, alſo, another public circum- | 


the 
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the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, at that time, 
when every body was in expectation of the 
immediate appearance of the Meſſiah. There 
was then in the city an old man called Seon, 
whom hiſtory ſaith was at that time at the 
head of the Sanbedrim, a perſon, eminent for his 
learning, venerable for his years, and univer- 
ſally reſpected for his piety and goodneſs. 
While the Virgin Mary was dedicating her 

child Jeſus, paying her gratitude to God tor 

his goodneſs, and offering the uſual oblation, 
this good old man, whom Providence had 
favoured with an aſſurance that before he 
died, his eyes ſhould be bleſſed with a ſight 
of the Meſſiah, now received a eie 
impulſe and impreſſion upon his mind that 
this illuſtrious babe was then in the temple. 
Methinks one ſees this venerable old man — 
his body bowing under a weight of years — 
his hair ſilvered with age his countenance 
ſtrongly marked with dignity and piety 
methinks one ſees this good old man advance 
towards. the altar approach the Virgin 
gaze in a flood of tranſport upon the lovely . 
e en taking the child from its parent, 
who readily yielded it to fo aged and good a 
 man—methinks one ſees the old man folding | 
the child in his arms looking up to 806 
= 0 with 
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with gratitude, while tears of joy ſtreamed 
down his cheeks, and at 1:{t breaking forth 
into theſe expreſſions : Lord ! now letteſt thou 
thy ſervant depart in peace | Bleſſed God! thy 
_ promiſe to Iſrael is now amply fulfilled! I 
deſire to cloſe mine eyes in peace, now thou 
| haſt indulged me with this ſight! I defire to 
| ſee nothing more in this world, now I have 
ſeen my Lord and Saviour! I quit the haven 
of life with ſatisfaction and joy, ſince accord- 
ing to thy gracious promiſe to me, thou haſt 

tengthened our my life to behold this divine 
ſpectacle! Mine eyes have now ſeen thy ſal- 
vation: which thou haſt prepared before the face 
of all people, to be a light to e the C entiles, 
and the glory of thy people Iſrael! / 


Another glorious harbinger, whom Provi- 
dence at that time raiſed up to do honour to our 
Lord, to excite univerſal expectation in Judza, 
and to prepare its inhabitants for the proper 
reception of the Meſſiah, was John the Baptiſt. 
The birth of this prophet was extraordinary, 
His parents were Zachariab and Elizabeth, 
perſons of the firſt character in Jeruſalem for 
ſtrict piety and holineſs of life, and it is recorded 
to their everlaſting honour, That they walked 
in all the Commandiae nts and ordinances of the 


1 ord 
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Lord blameleſs. They were both far advanced 
in life, and had no proſpect of being bleſſed 
with children. The conception of this prophet, 
therefore, was preternatural, and a ſignal act 
of Omnipotence.—Such a public tranſaction, 
alſo, as the appearance of an angel to this 
good man, while he was officiating at the 
altar, his being inſtantly ſtruck ſpeechleſs and 

rendered incapable of giving the uſual bene- 
diction to the people, who were waiting in the 
outward court of the temple—all theſe things 
were ſtriking acts of Providence, deſigned to 
raiſe the expectations and hopes of the Jewiſh 
people to the higheſt degree, and to inflame 
them with the molt ardent and anxious deſires 
of ſoon beholding their great Meſſiah :— The 


abſtemious and auſtere life, alſo, of the 


Baptiſt, his publickly preaching repentance, 
and proclaiming to the Jews that the kingdom 
of heaven was at hand—his baptizing the 
people in Jordan for the remiſſion of their 
fſins—and ſolemnly aſſuring them, that there 
would very ſoon appear a perſon among them 
of ſuch divine authority and dignity, that he 
| himſelf was not worthy to ſtoop and perform 


for him the very humbleſt office—that this 


_ perſon would thoroughly purge his foor, and 
dae men with the Holy Ghoſt and with 
| . „fire 
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fire—the appearance of ſuch a prophet, who 8 - 
ſtyled himſelf the immediate precurſor of the Wy | 
Meſſiah, mult greatly alarm the whole nation, 7 
which had been without prophets and inſpired 
inſtructions for ſo long a time, and excite them 
to prepare for a worthy reception of that 
illuſtrious perſonage, whom they were taught 

ſo ſhortly to expect. No wonder there was 

ſuch a concourle of people, from all parts of 

Judæa, to John, for he publickly gave out, at 

the very firſt inftitution of his baptiſm, that he 

Was expreſsly commiſſioned by Divine provi- 

dence to prepare a way for the Meſſiah, and 

to make the path eaſy for his ſacred ſteps. 
And we read that when the Baptiſt excited 

this vaſt attention in all Judæa, the Jewiſh 
Sanhedrim ſent a deputation to him from their 

body, a ſclect number of prieſts and levites 

to interrogate him concerning his pretenſions, 

and to receive a categorical anſwer from him, 

who he was. The anſwer he gave to this 
meſſage was not evaſive, it was plain and ex- 
plicit I really am not the Meſliah,—They 

then aſked him Are you Elias? — He ſaid, he 

was not Are you any of the old prophets 
reſtored to lite ?—le replied, I am not 

They ſaid to him, Satisfy us, then, who you 
are—for we were publickly commiſſioned to 
* make 
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make theſe enquiries of you, and muſt report 
your anſwer— What is the character you 
aſſume? To this John anſwered in the words 
of the prophet Iſaiah— “ I am the voice of 
an herald, making publick proclamation in 
the wilderneſs, O prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths ſtraight!“ — What hath | 
then induced you, they continued, to baptize 
in this publick manner, if you are neither the 
Meſſiah, nor Elias, nor any other of the 
antient prophets ?-—He replied—1 adminiſter 
only water baptiim— But there is a perſon 
now among you, who is appointed to be my 
ſucceſſor, but with whote character you are 
not as yet acquainted he is poſſeſſed of a 
dignity infinitely ſuperior to mine for whom 
I deem not myſelf worthy to do the meaneſt 
office —The day after this conference, John 
deſcried Jeſus at ſome diſtance, as he was 
advancing towards him—and inſtantly cried 
out, in rapture, to the ſurrounding multitude: 
Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
fins of the world! This is the very perſon I 
referred to, when I told you, That my ſuc- 
ceſſor would be a perſonage of infinitely 
greater eminence than myſelf I did not knoẽ 
that this was the perſon, before I baptized 
bim—L only knew myſelf to have a divine 
C 3: „ COM>--.- 
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commiſſion to adminiſter baptiſm, in order 
that by this means His character might be 
publickly known and diſcovered by the Jews. 
— john pointed him out to the multitude 
around him, and publickly gave them this 
expreſs teſtimony concerning him—1 baptized 
him, and I ſaw the Spirit deſcend from the 
ſky with the rapidity of a dove and light upon 
him. I ſaw the heavens open over his head, 
and at the ſame time I heard a voice iſſue from 
the parted clouds, ſaying : * This is my well- 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed !” 
Theſe amazing appearances I ſaw, and I 
declare to you, in the moſt ſolemn Os 
That this perſon is the Son of God l- 
All theſe great events and public e 
were intended by Providence to aggrandize 
the character of Jeſus Chriſt, and to give the 
Jewiſh people the moſt exalted conceptions of 


the Ggany of the perſon and miniſtry of the 
Meſſiah. 
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Ee T. W. 
The ſcate of the world at Coriji's appearance. 


HE age, in which Chriſt made his 
4 appearance, was enormouſly impious, 
profligate, and corrupt. Both Ferws and Gen- 
tiles were become guilty before God. I will 
repreſent to my reader the ſtate and condition 
of both, The Jews, at that time, were a 
race of hypocrites. All orders, diſtinctions, 
and degrees among them, had, as it were, 
- unanimouſly agreed that religion was a farce, 
and that its eſſence conſiſted in nothing but 
grimace and foppery, pomp and oſtentation. 
They were loſt ſo far to all ſenſe of public 
decency, as to convert their temple into a 
market, and ſuffer its facred courts to ſerve 
the convenient purpoſes of the moſt ſordid 
and deſpicable trafic. Such was the unex- 
ampled oſtentation and hypocriſy of their 
doftors and rabbies, that they made public 
proclamation, by the ſound of a trumpet, 

when they diſtributed charity, and would 

| kneel down at the corners of crowded ſtreets, 
and there make loud and long prayers, with 
4 no 
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no other view but to draw upon themſelves 
the eyes of the ſuperſtitious multitude, and 
make themſclves admired and applauded as 
patterns of heavenly-mindedneſs. Their ulli- 
mate object, in all the acts of religion they 
performed, was to be ſeen of men, and ſecure 
the vain breath of popular applauſe. For this 
purpole their great men lengthened the fringes 
of their garments to an enormous ſize, wore 
their phylacteries moſt oſtentatiouſly broad, 
paraded, in the market, and in all places of 
public concourſe, in long flowing robes, re- 
galing on the fumes of incenſe which ſervile 
adulation offered, and ſwelling with the pom- 

pous titles with which they were addreſſed. 
The whole nation ſeems to have been infected 
with /piritual pride, the moſt odious and deteſt- 
able ſpecies of pride. They facrificed every 
thing to ſhow and pageantry. They would 
devour widows houſes, deprive the friendleſs 
widow and the deſtitute orphan of their juſt 
property, and yet all the while aſſume the moſt 
mortified appearance, disfigure their faces that 
they might appear to men to faſt, uſe affectedly 
long devotions, and though they would not 
heſitate a moment to infringe the ſtrongeſt 
moral obligations, juſtice, judgment, mercy, 
and uh would yet, at che lame time, obſerve 
with 
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with the moſt ſcrupulous and punctilious ex- 
actneſs, all the little ceremonious tricks, about 
the tithe of mint, aniſe and cummin, and the 
little traditionary maxims of their rabbinical 


| anceſtors. Every thing was venal. The 


high-prieſthood was ſet to ſale. Nothing but 
hypocriſy and ſelf-intereſt ſwayed them, They 
were torn into ſeveral religious factions, and 


ſplit into ſects and parties, which, agreeably 


to the national acrimony and the innate com- 


plexional virulence and choler of this people, 


purſued each other with the motc implacable 


fury and deadly hatred. How univerſally 
depraved and abandoned the Jewiſh nation 


was, at his time, appears from the following 


teſtimony of Joſepbus *. Both publickly and 
privately, ſays this hiſtorian, they were uni- 


verſally corrupt. They vied, which ſhould 
ſurpaſs each other in impiety againſt God and 
injuſtice towards men. The great men haraſſed | 


the people, and the people ſtudied to ruin the 


great. In one word, ſays he in another place, 
there never was a city that ſuffered ſuch cala- 
5 mities, 
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mities, nor a race of men from the foundation 


of the world, that ever was more profligate 
and abandoned“. The following paſſage in 


the ſame writer is a celebrated one. I cannot 


forbear, ſays he, declaring my opinion, though 


the declaration fills me with great emotion 


and regret, That if the Romans had delayed 


to come againſt theſe wretches, the city would 


either have been ingulphed by an earthquake, 


overwhelmed by a deluge, or deſtroyed by 
fire from heaven, as Sodom was: for that 
generation was far more enormouſly wicked 


than thoſe who ſuffered theſe calamities +. 


A moſt hideous and horrid picture preſents 


itſelf to our view, when we ſurvey the ſtate 


of the heathens at that time. It is impoſſible 
to conceive human nature more degraded and 
abaſcd. The Deities they worſhipped were 
monſters of cruelty, luſt, and drunkenneſs. 


Their 
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Their Jupiter is repreſented as a compound of 
libidinouſneſs and luxury, omnipotence and 
revenge, inſtigated by fury which nothing 
could placate, and ſtimulated by concupiſcence 
which nothing could ſatiate. Riot and revel 
in honour of Bacchus was publickly counte- 
nanced. Proſtitutions in honour of Venus 
had the ſanction of the ſtate. How many 
lovely infants did the Carthaginians ſacrifice to 
their implacable God Moloch How many 
human victims in times of public danger, did 
they immolate to appeaſe the reſentment of 
the offended Gods! And what was the moſt 
deplorable conſequence with regard to morals, 
mankind, as is natural, imitated the objects of 
their worſhip in what they eſteemed their ex- 
cellencices! They juſtified the moſt criminal 
and atrocious exceſſes by the example of their 
Gods, and vindicated the practice of debauch- 
ery, luxury, fraud, and intemperance, by the 
lives and actions of the eſtabliſhed objects 
of their adoration. They believed in the ex- 
iſtence of many co- ordinate deities. Ter tullian 
tells us their Jupiters amounted to three hun- 
dred. The number of their inferior gods was 
infinite. There were Divinities, according to 
the vulgar eſtimation, that preſided over every 
diſtinct nation, every diſtinct city, every in- 
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conſiderable town, every grove, every river, 
every fountain, Athens was full of ſtatues, 
dedicated to different deities. The city was 
wholly given to idolatry. Rome, the miſtreſs 
of the world, from political principles, adopted 
all the gods, whom all the various nations 
reſpectively worſhipped, and thought to eter- 
nize her empire by crowding all the immortal 
powers into the capital. They erected temples 
and fanes to all the paſſions, diſeaſes, fears, 
and evils, that infeſt human life. There were, 
according to Varro, no leſs than three hundred 
different ſentiments about the ſupreme good 
and ſole felicity of mortals, The Epicureans, 
who taught that the world was formed by a 
caſual concourſe of atoms, that the government 
of it was bulineſs infinitely beneath the dignity 
of God, and that ſenſual pleaſure was man's 
chief good, were the molt flouriſhing fect, had 1 
the greateſt number of noble and dignified 
perſonages who eſpouſed it; as among the 
Jeu, the Sadducees, whole diſtinguiſhing 
tenets were, that there was no future ſtate, 
angel, or ſpirit, but that the foul periſhes with 
the body, had by far the greateſt number of 
the illaſtrious and opulent, who adopted this 
ſyſtem. Conſiderable numbers alſo of the phi- 
Ioſophers and great men among the heathens, 
N ws N 
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about the time of the goſpel's publication, 
courted the gloom of ſcepticiſm, profeſſed to 


doubt of every thing, denied that there was 


any ſuch thing as certainty attainable from any 
moral reaſonings, and that it was abſolutely 
impoſſible to determine on which fide, not 


 rruth, for they did not pretend to inveſtigate 


and diſcover truth, but even on what ſide the 


greateſt probability lay. Great numbers made 


the notion of an over-ruling and particular 


providence the ſubject of their banter and ridi- 


cule, and derided the ſuperſtitions vulgar 
opinion of a future flate—and thoſe, who 


believed the immortality of the ſoul, made irs 


happineſs conſiſt in gratiſications and indul- 


gences, infinitely unworthy a rational ſpirit. 
In theſe wretched times it was, alſo, very cuſ- 
tomary to expole children, and to ſuffer thoſe, 


who were maimed and illegitimate, to periſh 


with hanger on mountains and in foreſts, or to 
be devoured by birds and beats of prey. It 
is amazing that Plato deems this inhuman 


cuſtom proper and lawful in particular caſes. 


Debauchery was the predominant vice in that 


age, and to procure abortion was publickly 
avowed as a duty in many inſtances. Suicide 


was in faſhion, and many of the moſt eminent 
philoſophers ſet their ſeal to its law fulneſs. A 


careful 
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careful peruſal of the t, ſecond, and third 
chapters of the epiſtle to the Romans, will give 
my reader a full idea of the horrid impiety 
and univerſal profligacy both of the Jews and 
Gentiles in that age. In all the paſt annals of 
the world, never was there a fitter ſeaſon for 

the divine interpoſition to reform and reclaim 
mankind, to recover them from their poly- 
theiſm, idolatry, and wickednels, and to give 
them a pure and perfect ſyſtem of Religion 

and Ethics. In the rulLNESS of time God 
ſent his Son. „ 
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er. . 


The authority with which our Saviour delivered 
His doctrine. 


T appears from the Evangeliſts that Jeſus 

. Chriſt delivered his diſcourſes with a moſt 
venerable and commanding authority. The 
writers of his hiſtory record, That the multi- 
tudes were aſtoniſhed at his doctrine and they 
alledge this as the reaſon of their aſtoniſhment, 
becauſe he taught them as one having authority 
that is—he delivered his diſcourſes and 
public inſtructions with the aweful majeſty 
and authority of a perſon, who was conſcious 
that he had received his commiſſion from God, 
and came inveſted with his ſupreme authority 
to teach and propagate his doctrines among 
mankind. He knew that the ſyſtem of re- 
ligion and morals, which he taught, was not 
his own, but the F ather's who ſent him, that 
he ſpake not of himſelf or in his own name, 
but as he had heard of his Father, and as he 
had commanded him. Perſuaded, therefore, 
that the cauſc, in which he was engaged, was 
the cauſe of God, and that the doctrines he 


taught 
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taught were ſtamped with the ſanction of the 


ſupreme God, he delivered them 'with a ma- 
jeſty, with a didactic energy and authority, 


which commanded and amazed his audience, 


penetrated their ſouls, and ſtruck them with 


the moſt ſolemn awe. It is obſerved, that his 
preaching was not like that of the Scribes, 
who were the Jewiſh Clergy, in a cold, negli- 


gent, unanimating manner, and who uſually 
recommended in their difcourſes to the people 

nothing wiſer and better than the jejune and 
traditionary maxims and diſtinctions of their 
elders *. Jeſus Chriſt ſpoke with an irreſiſtible 


power and pathos, and diſcourſed of heavenly 


things with the firm aſſurance and confidence 


of one who had perſonally known and con- 


verſed with theſe glorious objects. He knew 
that what he delivered was true, and had 
Almighty God, the ſovereign judge and 


pr of truth, to ſupport and corroborate 
He publiſhed anu taught the ſublime 


doctrines 


* —_ —B 


— — 


» Les Docteurs Juifs avoient leurs traditions, les 


opinions, les deciſions de leurs predeceſſeurs, des maitres 
de leurs ecoles. Quand ils explicoient Pecriture, ils 


s appuioient ſur leur autorite, methode, qui eſt encore 
en uſage parmi les Rabbins: Ils alleguent perpetuellement 


leurs ancetres, comme autant d'oracles. Beauſob re VO 
cours,” Vol. ix. p. 417. | 
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doctrines and diſcoveries of his goſpel, not 
like one who was only delivering his own 
particular ſentiments, which had been the 
reſult of his own private reflection and 
ſtudy, or like one who was only delivering 
an elaborate declamation which he had com- 
poſed with an affected elegance and oſtentatious 
pomp of words to ſtrike his auditors, and 
ſecure popular applauſe. Our Lord diſclaimed 
theſe vain arts. Solemn and momentous truths, 
which concern all mankind, need no foreign 
ornaments to embelliſh them, require no arts 
and artifices of rhetoric to diſplay them, they 
recommend themſelves ſufficiently by their 
innate excellence and energy. Chriſt publiſhed 
the will of God to mankind with an authority 
congruous to its ſublimity and moment. We 
need not wonder that we read ſo often that the 
multitude ſtood fixed with admiration when 
they heard him diſcourſe, that they wondered 
at the gracious words that flowed from his 
lips, that they were attentive to hear, or, as 
the original ſignifies, that they hung upon“ 

| | 5 + wu 5 his 
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his words, and imbibed his diſcourſes with the 
greateſt eagerneſs and avidity, and were fo 
deſirous to catch his words, when we confider 
the divine eloquence he diſplayed, the authori- 
tative dignity he aſſumed, and the ſublimity 
and importance of thoſe ſacred truths he 
lelivered. To ſecure a greater attention and 
veneration to what he taught, he directed 


his audience to God as the author of his 
commiſſion, and the original ſource of his 
doctrines, and made the moſt ſolemn appeals 


to the Supreme God for the truth of what he 
| ſpoke, and the authority, by which he acted. 


He aſſures his hearers, that had he come 
amongſt them in his own name, and his in- 
ſtructions and doctrines been recommended 
and enforced by no higher an authority than 
what he himſelf could impreſs upon them, he 
did not expect nor could rationally deſire their 
acceptance of and adherence to that ſyſtem of 
religion he delivered to the world. But as he 


was authorized and delegated by his Father 
and their Father, by his God and their God, 


1 
2 


_ „ _ — 


Hiſt. Lib. xii. c. 58. Edit. Gronew. Lug. Bat. 1731. 


'There 1s the ſame beautiful image of attention in Ovid. 
When the Grec/an generals returned from Troy and re- 


cited their adventures, the poet ſays—Narrantis conjux 
pendet ab ore viri. Ovid. Epiſt. Ep. i. ver. zo. 


to 
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to inſtruct mankind in the great doctrines of 
life, and to lead their feet into the paths of 
ſalvation, and as he was expreſsly deputed 
from heaven as an ambaſſador to reconcile 
them to God, ſo he ſolemnly conjured and 
affectionately exhorted them to embrace and 
comply with the will of God as by him re- 
vealed, and to venerate and practically obey 
his inſtructions, not as being his words, but 
the words of Him that ſent him. His doc- 
trines, therefore, came attended with power, 
becauſe he uniformly and conſtantly referred 
his audience to the Supreme Being, by whoſe 
agency alone, and not by any original power 
and virtue inherent in himſelf, he wrought all 
his miracles, and by whoſe primary direction 
it was that he communicated to them thoſe 
doctrines and diſcoveries, which be e had 
beard and learned of the Father. 


The ee of a teacher ſent from God 
was abſolutely neceſſary to ſecure the attention 
and regard of mankind to him as their great 
legiſlator and director in moral and religious 
duties. Before the coming of our bleſſed 
Saviour, the world was greatly deficient in a 
ſupreme and properly authenticated inſtructor 
and guide | in matters of the laſt concernment. 

D 2 Wbither 
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Whither muſt the vulgar repair for illuni- 
nation and direction in doctrine and morals ? 
—To the ſchools of the Philoſophers, you 


will ſay——Alas, theſe eminent ſages regarded 


the common people with ſovereign contempt, 
and were at beſt very erroneous and fallible 


inſtructors. For they controverted each other 


in very eſſential articles, and advanced ſpecu- 
lations and tenets diametrically repugnant, 
not merely to one another, but even to them- 


ſelves at different times. To which of the Phi- 


lolophers, therefore, mult the docile and well- 


diſpoſed mind have recourſe, in what ſacred 
aſylum of wiſdom mult it repoſe *, as a ſafe 


and ſecure retreat from ignorance and de- 


ception! Here they were at a loſs. Here the 
virtuous and fincere enquirer was inyolved in 


perplexing uncertainty. For philoſopher con- 


tradicted philoſopher, and one learned ſect 
and ſchool oppoſed another. The didactic 
precepts and leſſons of uſeful inſtruction, 
which the wiſe antients delivered, loſt their 


efficacy, in the reformation of mankind, by 
their having no other authority to ſeal and 


ſanctify them but what was merely human. 


Socrates was ſo convinced of this, that he 
I Paſſion- 


r 


— — — 


* —Quo me duce, quo lare tuter. Hor. 


of Jtsus CHRIST delineated. 9 


paſſionately wiſhes for a future meſſenger 
from heaven, authorized with proper cre- 
dentials to teach men morality with greater 
authority than he had done . Such a teacher 
as Socrates hath here characterized, was Jeſus 
Chriſt, the way, the truth, and the life. Such 
a ſupreme head and unerring guide in religious 
and moral duty is our Saviour, who deſcended : 
from heaven inveſted with a divine authority, 
and in whoſe ſacred ſyſtem of philoſophy we 
may ſecurely acquicſce and repoſe g, as the 
doctrines of God, and the dictates of infallible 
| wiſdom. 


* N 


7 Vid. Platoni, Alcibiad. e. 
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1 Perſons of the firſt abilities and latinas. faith the 
eloquent Arnobius, orators, profeſſors of polite litera-- 
ture, rhetoricians, lawyers, phyſicians, who had pene- 
trated all the ſecret receſſes of philoſophy, deſpiſing the 
principles, in which they had once confided, took up 
their reſt in the Philoſophy of Jeſus. Arnobius adverſus 
Gentes. Lib. ii. p. 44. Edit. Lug. Bat. 1651. 
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SECT. VL. 


The method our Saviour employed in communi- 
cating inſtruction. 


# A POLOGUE or Parable was the uſual 


A vehicle, in which our Lord conveyed 


his doctrines to the multitude, He ſpoke many 
things to them in parables, The more I reflect 
the more I am convinced, that it was the very 
beſt method of imparting inſtruction he could 
have choſen. For theſe conciſe moral ſtories 
Would ſeal indelible impreſſions upon the minds 
of his audience. They would be infinitely 


better remembered, be more eaſily recollected 


than all the formal precepts of a ſyſtematic 
morality. The memory for ever retains a 


ſhort inſtructive moral hiſtory, while philo- 


ſophic reaſoning and ſpeculative argumen- 
tation, however juſt and agreeable when we 


heard them, are ſoon loſt to our remembrance _ 
and to our hearts—Beſides, this method of 
teaching by parable was not only the happieſt, 


that could have been ſelected, but it was the 


| ſafeſt. Had our Lord communicated his doc- 
trines in an open undiſguiſed manner, and, 


With- 
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without reſerve, aſſured them that he was that 
individual inſtructor whom God had repeatedly 
promiſed to the world, the great Meſſiah and 
| Lawgiver of mankind, and it was their in- 
cumbent duty to receive theſe truths as doc- 
trines and diſcoveries brought from heaven to 
men by a divinely authorized and moſt illuſ- 
trious perſonage the conſequence of theſe 
open and avowed declarations would have been, 
that the Jewiſh nation would unanimouſly 
have made him king—thrown off immediately 
all ſubjection to the Romans—would have 
erected that temporal monarchy under the 
Meſſiah, which had been ſo long the object of 
their ſanguine expectations —conſequently, 
this their rebellion would have given umbrage 
to imperial Rome, who would, by force of 
arms, have attempted the recovery of a loſt 
province—every thing immediately would 
have been thrown into infinite confuſion 

the death of the Meſſiah would baus been 
2 * ac- 


* 


—— 
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 accelerated—the prophecies would have been 
defeated—the great ends of his coming fruſ- 


trated and, without a ſpecial interpoſition 
of Providence, all the ſpiritual bleſſings of 


the Meſſiah's kingdom would have vaniſhed 
for ever. Our Lord, therefore, to prevent 
What one of the Evangeliſts tells us, the 


people's taking him by force and making him a 


king, veiled his ſacred inſtructions in the ſhade 
of moral fable and fiction. One of the 


writers of his life informs us, That he pate 
to the people in parables, and without a parable 


he never ſpoke to his audience. It was his cuſ- 
tomary uniform method of inſtruction. It 


was the ſafeſt in the preſent ſituation of things, . 
and it was the propereſt and beſt adapted to 
the moral ſtate and diſpoſitions of his hearers. 


For all the virtuous and well-diſpoſed, thoſe 
who came ſolely with a view to grow wiſer 
and better, would clearly underſtand theſe 


parables, would evidently diſcern the heavenly 
truth they couched—while they would entirely 
be loſt upon all who came merely out of 

curioſity, or with all their Jewiſh prejudices 


and bad principles in their hearts, —Moreover, 
inſtruction by parable was attended with an- 


other happy advantage with reſpect to the 


hearcr. It would immoveably fix his attention. 


All 


— 
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All the time of the recital, his ſagacity and 
penetration would be employed to unravel the 
fable, and find out its great moral. It was 
paying a refined compliment to the under- 
| ſtanding of the auditor, in preſuppoſing him 
capable, by the exerciſe of his abilities, to 
diſcover the latent truths, and fee through the 
artful interpoſing veil. ——With what fixed 
eager attention, may we juſtly ſuppoſe, the 


innumerable crowds mult liſten to theſe para- 


bles! With what inexpreſſible ardour muſt 
they hang on the mouth of the divine Speaker! 
While our bleſſed Lord was delivering theſe 
parables with an air, a dignity, an authority, 
a ſolemnity, that beſpoke his miſſion. from 
803 theſe immenſe crouds would be all ear, 
all attention—all would be huſhed and loſt in 
thought—one ſtill folemn ſcene, not diſturbed 
by a word, hardly interrupted by a breath— 
With what avidity may we conceive them 
ſuſpended on his inſtructive accents, and im- 
bibing the truths that flowed from his ſacred 
lips —eager not to loſe a ſingle ſtep, a ſingle 
word in the parable—their faculties and 
powers, all the while, in vigorous glowing 
exerciſe to explore the meaning he intended, 
and inveſtigate the moral he deſigned to convey 
—Whenever our Saviour travelled, he took 
| occalion 
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occaſion from any incident that roſe, from 


any incident that caſually preſented itſelf, to 
form and recite one of theſe beautiful and 


inſtructive parables—making the volume of 
nature, wherever it fortuitouſly opened, to 


read to thoſe around him their duty and their 


| happineſs. The moral poet thus adviſeth man: 


Go, from the creatures thine inſtructions take. 
And another hath obſerved, that a re- 
igious contemplator of the various ſcenes 


of nature may find books in the running 
brooks, ſermons in trees, and Gop in every 
thing. Now our Saviour, according to a 
common mode of inſtruction that obtains in 
the eaſt, made the various diſplays of nature, 
and the objes that were before him, miniſter 

to his inſtructions taught the people, while 
theſe were in full and immediate view, which 
would not fail in the moſt forcible manner to 


ſtrike and impreſs them—and, por the place, 
without any previous fudy, at once conceived 


and recited extempore theſe moſt pertinent, con- 


ſiſtent and beautiful parables, in the ſtructure, 


arrangement, and perfect execution of which 
he hath diſplayed a genius and underſtanding 


infinitely tranſcending the human. — But it is 


impoſſible for me to add any thing material 
on this ſubject to the ingenious obſervations 


an 
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and judicious remarks of my learned and 
worthy friend Dr, L.aw, the preſent biſhop of 
Carliſle *. * His manner of teaching, ſays 
this excellent writer, was the moſt eaſy and 
natural that could be imagined. He generally 
draws his doctrine from the preſent occaſion 
and the objects that ſurround him; from the 
moſt common occurrences and occupations, 
from the ſeaſons of the year, the {ſervice of the 
Jewiſh ſynagogue, or their ſolemnities, from 
ſome extraordinary accidents, remarkable 
places, or tranſactions, and the like.—Thus 
upon curing a blind man he ſtyles himſelf the 
light of the world, and admoniſhes the Phari- 
ſees of their ſpiritual blindneſs and inexcuſable 
_ obſtinacy in refuſing to be cured and enliglhit- 
ened by him. On little children being brought 
to him, he recommends the innocence and 
humility of that ſtate, as very proper qualities 
for all thoſe who would be true members of 
his church; and, under the ſame figure, in- 
timates the privileges that belong to all ſuch. 
| Beholding the flowers of the field, and the 
fowls of the air, he teaches his diſciples to 
frame right and worthy notions of that Pro- 
vidence, which ſupports them, and therefore 
will 


5 Theory of Religion, p · 302. fait. 4th, 1759» 


44 The LITE and CHARACTEN 


vill ſupport beings of a rank ſo much ſuperior 


to them. Obſerving the fruits of the earth, 
he inſtructs them to judge of men by their 


fruits, and not to be themſelves unfruitful 


under all the means of grace. Taking notice 


of their behaviour at a feaſt, he firſt gives 


general advice therein to both the maſter and 
his gueſts ; and from hence brings them to the 


conſideration of a better entertainment, to 
which they were all invited, but of which few 
among them would be perſuaded to render 
themſelves worthy. From meat and drink 
he leads them to the eating of his body, and 
drinking his blood, in a ſpiritual ſenſe; the 
being nouriſned with his doctrine, and par- 
taking of his kingdom. From outward 
waſhing, to the purifying of the heart, and 
cleanſing the affections. From taſting of the 
fruit of the vine after the paſchal ſupper, to 
the celebration of an eternal feſtival of free- 
dom, reſt, and happineſs in another world. 
From the ſalt, he takes occaſion to acquaint 
them with the nature of their office, which 
was to ſeaſon the minds of men, and keep 
them from the contagion of the world, as well 


as give them a true taſte and reliſh for the 


enjoyment of that kingdom; and at the ſame 
time reminds them of the abſolute neceſſity 


for 
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for the duly executing this their office ; other- 
wiſe, inſtead of being the beſt, the pureſt, and 
moſt uſeful, they would become the moſt 
worthleſs, and incurable, and contemptible 
among mankind. Thoſe that were fiſhers, 
he teaches how to catch men; and ſhews them 
how far this would reſemble their former em- 
ployment, in taking of all kinds, both bad 
and good; which were at firſt infeparable, but 
would at length be carefully diſtinguiſhed 
from each other, Seeing the money-changers, 
he exhorts his diſciples to lay out their ſeveral 
| talents to the beſt advantage. Being among 
the ſheep-folds, he proves himſelf to be the 
true ſhepherd of ſouls, deſcribing the particu- 

lars, in which his character exactly anſwered 
that of a good ſhepherd. Among vines, he 
diſcourſes on the ſpiritual huſbandman and 
vinedreſſer, and draws a parallel between his 
vineyard and the natural one. Upon the 


appearance of ſummer in the trees before him, 


he points out as evident ſigns of his approach- 
ing kingdom. At the ſeaſon of fruits, he 
puts the Jews in mind, that the time was 
come, when ſome would be expected from 
them in return for all the labours that had 
been beſtowed upon them; and intimates the 
judgment that would ſhortly overtake all 

5 eo: ſuch 
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ſuch among them as were found unprofitable. 
When the harveſt comes on, he reminds them 
of the ſpiritual harveſt, or the gathering of 
his church among men; admoniſhes them to 
labour diligently in that work, and add their 
prayers to heaven for their ſucceſs. From 
ſervants being made free on the ſabbatical 
year, he takes occaſion to proclaim a greater 
and more noble freedom from the ſlavery of 
fin and bondage of corruption. And from 
the Jewiſh ceremony of fetching water on the 
laſt day of the feaſt of tabernacles, in com- 
memoration of the miracle wrought for their 
fathers in the thirſty wilderneſs, he introduces 
an offer of that Iiving water, which ſhould be 
unto them. a well ſpringing up unto everlaſting 
lite; the goſpel of immortal happineſs and 
ſalvation, and the plentiful effuſion of the 
Holy Spirit, which they that believed on him 
were to receive. Upon hearing of ſome that 
were killed by the fall of a tower, and others 
put to death by the Roman governour, in the 
midſt of their lacrifices, he guards them againſt 
all miſconſtruction and raſh cenſure in ſuch 
caſes; exhorts them all to take due warning 
by theſe puniſhments, and foretells the general 
deſtruction of ſuch as would not be perſuaded 
to it; and which would be the more diſtin- 

guiſhed 

4 
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guiſhed as coming attended with the very lame 
circumſtances. From the conſpicuous emi- 
nence of a city ſtanding on a mountain, he 
turns his diſciples to the no leſs remarkable 
ſituation of his own diſciples. From the 
temple before him, he points to that of his 
body, which was molt properly ſo called from 
the divinity reſiding in him. From Herod's 
unadviſedly leading his army out to meet 
the king of Arabia, who came againſt him 
with ſuperior forces, and defeated him; a 
leſſon 1s laid down to all who entered on the 
Chriſtian warfare, that they ſhou}d firſt well 
weigh and carefully compute the difficulties 
that attended it, before they were engaged in 
a matter of ſuch conſequence. From the 
robberies, which were more particularly fre- 
quent in that age, he forms a beautiful ſtory 
of a certain traveller, who fell among thieves, _ 
was ſtripped, and wounded, and could find 
relief from none of his own country or per- 
ſuaſion ; but met with it in one cf thoſe from 
whom he had the leaſt reafon to expect any, 
as being ſo much uſed to deſpiſe and hate that 
people, and their way of worſhip. From 
whence he forces his opponent o approve this 
amiable inſtance of humanity even in the 
odious character of a Samaritan ; and thereby 

ſhews 
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ſhews him inconteſtably, that the like good 
office would no leſs become a Jew in the like 


circumſtances. And from what often happened 


about that time, namely, that thoſe who ob- 


tained the kingdom of Judæa went to Rome 
to be confirmed in it, and on their return 
called ſuch to account as had been wanting in 
their duty, and took ample vengeance on thoſe 
who rebelled againſt them, which was the 


caſe, particularly, under Archelaus, he gives 


his followers to underſtand, that after he had 
aſcended into heaven, and taken full poſſeſſion 


of his ſpiritual kingdom, he would come again 
in full power and great glory, and not only 


puniſh that rebellious nation of the Jews, 
with exemplary judgments; but at length 


condemn all thoſe who wilfully oppoſed bis 
goſpel, as well as thoſe, who continued to 


neglect and diſregard it. Many more in- 
ſtances might be given, where Chriſt has 


formed his arguments and exhortations on 


ſuch things as offered themſelves to him; 
applying each moſt aptly to his preſent pur- 
pole : and where this does not ſo immediately 


appear, we have reaſon to believe it chiefly | 


owing to the omiſſion of ſome circumſtances 
in the buſtory as 1s obſerved by a very emi- 
nent writer | Newton on Danet, P. 148.] By 
this 
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this means he improved every thing into an 
uſeful moral, made every object and event 
ſerve for a conſtant monitor and remem- 
brancer of his inſtructions; which by theſe 
means muſt be more eaſily retained, than 
they could be by a long train of abſtract. 
reaſoning, or under any artificial arrangement 
of a number of particulars laid down together.” 


The remarks of the late very learned and 
worthy Dr. Jortin on the manner which our : 
Saviour employed in e inſtruc- 
tion, are judicious and accurate *, © In the 
ſpring our Saviour went into the fields and 
fat down on a mountain, and made that diſ- 
courſe which is recorded in St. Matibeto, and 
which is full of obſervations ariſing from the 
things which offered themſelves to his ſight. 
For when he exhorted his diſciples to cruſt | in 
God, he bad them bebold the fowls of the air, 
which were then flving about them, and were 
fed by divine providence, tho* they did not 
ſow, nor reap, nor gather into barns : he bad 
them take notice of the lillies of the field, 
2 which were then blown, and were ſo beauti- 
E ED "Ay 


» Jortin on the truth of the Chriſtian Religion, p. 218, 
Second Edition. 
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fully clothed by the ſame power, and yet 
toiled not like the huſbandmen, who were 
then at work. Being in a place whence they 
had a wide proſpect of a cultivated land, he 


bad them obſerve how God cauſed the ſun to 
| ſhine, and the rain to deſcend upon the fields 


and gardens even of the wicked and ungrate- 
ful: and he continued to convey his doctrine 


to them under rural images; ſpeaking of 


good trees, and corrupt trees; of knowing 
men by their fruits; of wolves in ſheeps 
clothing ; of grapes not growing upon thorns, 
nor figs on thiſtles; of the folly of caſting 


precious things to dogs and ſwine ; of good 
meaſure preſted down and ſhaken together, 
and running over. Speaking at the fame 
time to people, many of whom were fiſner- 
men, and lived much upon fiſh, he ſays, 


What man of you will give his ſon a ſerpent, 


if be aſt a f? Therefore when he ſaid, in 


the ſame diſcourſe, to his diſciples, Je are 


the light of the world, a city that is ſet on a bill 
cannot be hid, it is probable that he pointed to 
a city within their view, fituated upon the 


brow of a hill. And when he called them 


the ſalt of the earth, he alluded, perhaps, to 
the huſbandmen, who were manuring the 

ground: and when he compared every perſon 
"I 1 8 5 
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who obſerved his precepts to a man who built 
an houſe upon a rock, which ſtood firm; 


and, every one who ſlighted his words, to a 


man who built an houſe upon the ſand, which 


was thrown down by the winds and floods: 


when he uſed this compariſon, it is not 1mpro- 
bable that he had before his eyes, houſes 
| ſtanding upon high ground, and houſes in 
the valley in a ruinous condition, which had 

been deſtroyed by inundations. Going from 
Bethany to Jeruſalem with his diſciples, as 


they paſſed over a mountain, he ſaid, If ye 


ſhall ſay to THIS MounTAIN, Be thou remov- 
ed, and be thou calt into the ſea, it ſhall be 


done. When he ſays, The kings of the Gen- 


tiles exerciſe lordſhip over them, and they that 
exerciſe authority upon them are called benefac- 
tors, he alludes to the vanity of ſome wicked 
princes in thoſe times who deſerved the title 
of robbers much better than benefactors 
[V. Cleric in loc.) When the woman of 
Samaria wondered that he ſhould aſk water 
of her, he took occaſion to repreſent his 
doctrine under the image of living water, or 
water which flows from a ſpring. When he 
was by the ſea-ſhore, Matt. xiii. he ſpake 
three parables to the people, concerning a 


” » wer, 
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ſower, becauſe it was probably then ſeed- 
time, as others have obſerved. At the time 
of the paſſover, alluding to it, he ſays, John 
v. 24, He that heareth my word her eb u 
is paſſed from death unto life (Grot.) When 
he ſpake of the fig-tree, which had borne no 
fruit for three years, and was to be cut down 
if it produced none the next year; he alluded 
perhaps to the time that he ſpent in preaching 
to the Jews, as well as to their obſtinacy, and 
to the puniſhment that would follow it.” 


The reader I hope will pardon me, if to the 
obſervations of theſe excellent ſcholars and 
judicious critics in ſcriptural learning I pre- 
ſume to ſubjoin the three following inſtances 
as farther illuftrations of this ſubject. It 
appears that the objects that caſually pre- 
ſented themſelves miniſtered occaſions to our 
Saviour's diſcourſes and uſually formed the 
bafis on which he built his inſtructions. It 
ſeems therefore highly probable, that from a 
marriage proceſſion accidentally paſſing along 
he inſtantly framed and rehcarſed that moral 
and inſtructive fable of the ten virgins who 
took their lamps and went forth to meet the 
bridegroom—in which he repreſents the wiſ- 


dom 


1 
op 
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dom and rewards of conſtant unremitting vigi- 
lance, the folly and puniſhment of negligence 
and inconſideration, and the duty and hap- 
pineſs of being always in a prepared ſtate for 


the reception of our Lord, at his coming, which 


is uncertain and unknown to us. Viewed in 


this light the W is very elegant and 
8 


The ſecond example of this kind occurs in 
the eighth chapter of John. The Evangeliſt 
informs us that Jeſus one evening after the 
labours of the day privately retired to mount 
. Olives, and the next morning early he return- 
ed to the city, and going into the temple a_ 
prodigious concourſe of people flocked to hear 

him. While he was diſcourſing to them, 
probably the ſun roſe and diſperſed its rays 


upon the temple and people. Pointing there- 
fore, I imagine, to that glorious luminary, 


he exclaimed : I am the /ight of the world ! he 
that followeth me ſhall not walk in darkneſs but 
ſhall have the 15 of fe! 


The third inſtance of our Saviour forming 
| his diſcourſes from objects that preſented them- | 


ſelyes to view, exhibits the moſt pictur eſque 
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and beautiful imagery that ever the human 
mind conceived or language expreſſed. Our 
Saviour had been converſing with a woman 
of Samaria concerning national prejudices, 


concerning the place of religious worſhip, and 


the moſt acceptable method of paying it. At 
the end of this conference he deigned to aſſure 


her that the perſon with whom ſhe had been 


diſcourſing, was the Meftiah, The moment 


the woman heard this declaration, ſhe left her 


pitcher at the fountain, and ran with the 
utmoſt precipitation into the town —ſaying 


to every one ſhe met, Come! ſee a man who 
has told me all the moſt ſecret incidents of 


my paſt life Hie can be no other than the 


Meſſich! They all crowded accordingly out 


of the town, which was at ſome diſtance from 
the well, and haſted to ſce this remarkable 


perſon. During this tranſaction, our Lord 


directed himſelf to his diſciples who ſtood 


around him at the fountain and ſaid to them; 
There are, you know, ſcur months yet to the 


harveſt But look over yonder felds—-which 


Were then covered with Samaritans, flocking 


to ſee and converſe with him hat a TVs 
harveſt they contain—already ripe, and fit 
to be gathered in. Say not ye, There are yet 
four months, and then cometh harveſt ? behold, 


1 jay 
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J ſay unto you, Lift up your eyes, and Took on 
the fields, for they are white ALREADY 79 
harveſt *. N 


— — 


* Of the ſame kind is a very ingenious remark of 
Beaujobre : That it probably was at the time of the Paſ- 
ſover, when the Jews were bringing a vaſt number of 
lambs over the great paſlage of Jordan to the capital tobe 
ſacrificed and eaten, as uſual, at that ſolemnity, that John, 
who was there baptiſing, addreſſed himſelf to the mul- 
titude, and pointing out Jeſus to them, ſaid: Behold 
the LAMB of God, that taketh away the ſins of the world! 
IM eſt d'ailleurs bien vraiſemblable, que ce fut dans la 
Fete de Paque, et dans la tems que l'on conduiſoit à 
_ Jeruſalem une infinite d'agneaux, pour y Eetre immoles, 
que Jean Batiſte dit aux troupes en montrant Jeſus, 
Voici l'AGNEAU de Dieu, gui ble les peche du monde: 
Ce ne ſont pas ces Agneaux, que l'on va ſacrifier dans le 
temple, qui effaceront les pechez ; c'eſt celui, qui vous 
voyez. Beauſobre Diſcours H; ifloriques Cr itiques, Ke. 
T e214 ix. p. 266. Edit. . 1739. 
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SECT. VII. 
' The miracles of Jeſus Chriſt. 


E who conſiders the perſpicuity and 
purity of the Chriſtian morals, the 


ſublimity of its doctrines, and the importance 
and cogency of its motives and promiſes, 


would be induced, at firſt, to believe, that a 


religion every way ſo excellent and divine, and 
which in ſo condeſcending a manner indulged 


and flattered the natural hopes of every ſincere 


and virtuous perſon, would be able to make 
its way in the world hy its own intrinſic good- 
neſs and worth, diveſted of every foreign and 
additional circumſtance to recommend and 
enforce it. A perſon, who has accurately 
ſtudied and examined Chriſtianity, and is ac- 


quainted with the general ſcheme, would be 
tempted to think, in the ſallies of a tranſported 
and grateful heart, that mankind muſt embrace 
it with ardour and rapture upon its firſt pub- 


lication, conſidering the errors, ſuperſtition 
and ridiculous methods of worſhip, which 
obtained in the world before the coming of 


Jeſus Chriſt, But let the lame perſon delibe- 
rately 
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cately and ſeriouſly conſider the power of 
prejudices that had been eſtabliſhed and ſanc- 
tified by length of time, and had ſtricken the 
deepeſt roots in the minds of the injudicious 
and ignorant multitude, how enſlaved mankind 
was at the appearance of our Redeemer ta 
their old religious ceremonics and obſervances, 
and how difficult and next to impoſſible it is 
for the beſt form of a new religion to ſuper- 
ſede an old and a falſe one —and he will imme 
diately ſee the abſolute fitneſs and neceſſity of 
the Chriſtian religion being az firſt ſupported 

by miracles. Though Chriſtianity bore in its 
whole fabric and conititytion the evident 

marks and impreſſions of its being a divine 
revelation—yet amidſt the polytheiſm, igno- 
rance, and immorality of the age in which it 
was firſt promulgated, I am perſuaded, ex- 
cellent and amiable as it is in itſelf, it would 
have ſoon loſt all its ſacred effects and ſaving 
influences upon the hearts and minds of men, 
and its ſublime morals and divine inſtructions. 
been looked upon as the private ſentiments 
and diſtinguiſhing dogmata and tenets of thoſe 
who firſt planned it, if its great Author had 
not ſecured the publick attention to it by 
the ſtupendous miracles he performed. His 
miracles, which were all of a beneficent nature, 
ID and 
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and were ſolely exerted for the eaſe, relief, and 
happineſs of the human nature, carried a force 
and conviction with them, which to every 
virtuous perſon and ſincere enquirer, were 


abſolutely irreſiſtible, They were not diſ- 


played merely to aſtoniſh and amaze an illite- 
rate populace, were not laviſhed on filly and 


inſignificant trifles, to court applauſe and gain 


admiration but the miraculous power of 
Chriſt was employed to produce effects of the 
greateſt benefit and utility, to free the bodies 


of men from diſcaſe and pain, and to raiſe 


them to eaſe, vigour, and enjoyment. The 


divine inſtructions and heavenly precepts of 


our Lord went hand in hand with his miracles. 
His miracles and his dottrines mutually illuſ- 
trated and corroborated each other, and re- 


ciprocally produced the ſtrongeſt conviction, 


It was the general cuſtom of our Lord, firſt to 
heal the ſickneſſes and diſeaſes of the afflicted, 


and /hen to communicate to them the great 


truths of his goſpel, en their minds would 
be moſt ſuſceptible of good impreſſions. The 


miracles of the goſpel are as great a proof of 


the benevolence and compaſſion of its worthy 
author, as they are authentications of the divine 
authority and truth of his miſſion and cha- 


rafter. His miracles add the greateſt dignity 


and ſanction to. the exceliine dofrines he 
„„ taught, 


ta 


th 


of JEsus CHRisT delincated, 59 


taught, and to the amiable beneficence of him 


who exerted them, and could not fail to make 


the molt ſtriking and indelible impreſſion upon 
cyery ſpectator who was intimately acquainted 
with the devout and undiſſembled character of 
the perſon who wrouglit them. The nature 


of our Saviour's miracles is the beſt evidence 
of their credibility. Impo/tors, in all ages, 


have made it their ſtudy to impole upon the 


credulity of the vulgar, by amazing them 


with feats of art and illuſion, by pretending 


to move mountains from their bale, to ſuſpend 
the courſe of rivers, and call up the ſhades of 


departed heroes. The miracles of the Heathens 


and of the Papiſts have commonly been 


wrought in privacy, and thoſe who have ar- 


rogated to themlelves the power of working 
them, have been remar able for their declining 


the teſt of ri id examination, and for induſ- 


triouſly avoiding the officious and curious 


obſerver.— Beſides, theie falſe miracles have 


been pretendedly wrought to ſupport the efad- 


liſhed iaperitition, and to attett and contirm 
_ doctrines the moit icrational and abſurd, in- 
| finitely unworthy of tne God of truth and 


the reaſon of men. S0 that it would be to 
| the laſt degree irrational and impious to think 
that God ſhould incerpole in ſtamping with 
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his venerable authority, ſentiments ſo erro- 
neous and falſe, and fo repugnant to reaſon 


and revelation.—What a ſtriking difference 


is there between the falſe miracles of theſe | 


impoſtors and thoſe of our bleſſed Saviour! 


Theſe latter were performed before the moſt 


numerous crowds of ſpectators, and avoided 
not the critical examination of the moſt 
perverſe and prejudiced, They were not 
wrought in caves and cells, and in pathleſs 
and unfrequented obſcurity, but in the face 


of day, and the ſenſes of thouſands were 


judges of them. Undoubtedly, many attended 
who would have been glad to have diſcovered 


any juggle and deluſion in them, and would 


have rejoiced to have found any flaw in them 


to have jaſtified their diſbelief of them. : Theſe, 8 


and perſons of all characters, the ſincere and 


inſincere, the well- diſpoſed and the prepoſ- 


ſeſſed, the virtuous enquirer and the bigoted 


ſcribe and pharilee, all had free acceſs to them, 
were permidted to ſcrutinize them, and to 


make any enquiries they judged neceſſary, of 


the perſons on whom they wers performed. — 
Nor were the miracles of our Saviour incon- 


fiderable in their number. Had they been but 


few, and wrought with heſitation and diffidence, 
they might have created juſt ſuſpicion. But 


when 


of Jesus CHRIST delineated. 61 


when every day and hour produced recent 


inſtances, they muſt preclude all doubts con- 
cerning their genuineneſs. Thouſands were 


daily witneſſes of the numbers of the diſeaſed 
and unhappy creatures he raiſed to health and 
enjoyment. Thouſands ſaw him cure inſtan- 
taneouſly, by a word, or a touch, obſtinate 
and inveterate diſtempers, which had long 


baffled human art and ſkill, and all the power 
of medicine. He miraculouſly fed four 
thouſand men beſides women and children— _ 
and, at another time, entertained five thouſand 


at his table. All places, companies, and men 


were alike to him—he exerted before them all 

his divine power, and ſuffered the facts to 

carry their own force and evidence with them. 
He gave /t to the born blind—he cured 


obſtinate /eproſy—he made thoſe, who wanted * 
a limb, perfect, by inſtantly forming a new 
one —he made thoſe who were bowed double, 


ſtraight—theſe, who ſhook with the palſy, 
robuſt—he reſtored the inſane to reaſon, and 
the dead to life. And the perſons, who had 
experienced theſe miraculous effects, and had 
been cured of blindneſs, of the pally, of the 
ir, or been raiſed from the dead, lived 


many 
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many years afterwards, the publick monu- 
ments of them—carrying about with them, 
in their own perſons, the full conviction of 
theſe amazing operations. Nor do we find 
him ever uſing any vain oftentatious parade 
either before or after the performance of any 
miracle—he only with ſilent calmneſs and 
compoſure, without vehemence and noiſe, pro- 
duced theſe amazing effects, and left the 
conſequences to thoſe who ſaw them. True 


miracles need no vain-glorious and pompous 


exclamations; they carry a conviction infinitely 
oreater than any words can give them. The 


cities, towns, and villages of Fudea could 
produce many inſtances of his miraculous 
power, and daily ſaw great numbers, who had 


been reſtored by him from pain and ſickneſs. 
In many of the towns and villages they 
brought great numbers of the ſick into the 
ſtreets, whom he promilcuouſly touched as he 
paſſed through the midſt of them and healed. 
The miracles, which the four Evangeliſts have 
recorded, form but a ſmall and inconſiderable 


part of what he effected. One of them 


declares, That many other things Jeſus did 


beſides thoſe he had mentioned in his hiſtory, 
but if they ſhould have been written every 
one, even the world itlelf would not contain 
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the books that ſhould be written. The re— 
ligion of Jeſus reſts upon the beſt evidence, 
and is ſupported by a variety of fads which 
can never be diſproved. The excellence of 
its precepts, its amiable tendency and defign 
to make men holy and happy, the diſcoveries 
it makes to us of a future ſtate, where piety 
and virtue will be aſſuredly recompenſed, 
and all theſe truths ratified and confirmed by 
the interpoſition of God himſelf, in the moſt 
ſtupendous and amazing manner, impreſs ſuch 
ſtrong features upon its divine Form as every 
virtuous and ſincere mind muſt ſurvey and 
embrace with joy and gratitude. God Al- 
mighty, by empowering its author to work 
ſuch aſtoniſhing miracles in ſupport of ſuch an 
excellent ſyſtem of religion and morals, com- 
pleated its evidence, and gave it its ultimate 
perfection. For open and public miracles are 
Facrs, of which the moſt illiterate are as good 
judges as the moſt intelligent and learned; 
they leſs appeal, and are leſs directed to the 
underſtanding than to the ſenſes, and when 
exerted, as our Saviour's were, in removing 
bodily diforders, making the blind to lee, the 
lame to walk, and the Tad to live, muſt carry 


irreſiſtible conviction to every rational and 
canclicl mind. 


= - F Rn —_ = — —— 
— ** 2 - * — 5 — ” r of * 2 
X — —— 1 — . N " — y 
5 * 7 — — o - 8 * 1 * * by — . „ 
N 6 2 „ Mitra _ ethos * $a x 0 * * * — — * 1 
—— * 2 r - . ww. p as K 
* - 2D OE Fon a ES — ws bot "I j - 2 my - = 2 
| 5 * — — ** rr 0 * 
2 244 — — r 2 — 3 
as —— — 5 _ 


1 
£ 


ph oo <4 
s 


— 


ag => Fo 


— — 
1 ner OS 
— bs ow. — — 


— 


* — 00 nr 2 


. — 
— a 


—— — 
— 


— 


— — E 5 — — 
7 7 ; — _ —. e. 


— — — — 8 — — 8 
— — — — — Ar 

— — — = — — — b 75 

— 2 — — X . — 
_ — GE Co PRES Ci —— RIES: 

— — 7 — — — — — 
- — : — many * 
„ . XR ˙* 2 A 


— 2 _— 
. 
* — 


b 


— ——— 
* „ 


—— 
T N 


a _ —- * 
— 

— — 

Cos, 


4 32 y 


2 IS MA 
„ $5. — 


. 
PRIN —— — — 
ä —— — — — co In - = 
— = * 
— — 


Wet aa Ce, 


high veneration : 


reaſonings. 


64 The LITE and CHARACTER 


SECT. VIII. ; 


The perfeft charafter of Feſus Chriſt. 


HE examples of great and illuſtrious 
perſons, who were eminent for ſuperior. 
Y Fes of moral goodneſs, and for the purity, 


ſtrength, and ſublimity of their virtues, have 
in almoſt all ages of the world been held in 


conſiderable ſervice to the cauſe of virtue, as 


| well as a reſpect due to the memories of thoſe 
who have cxcelled in it, to propoſe ſuch 
uncommon, ſuch noble, and uſeful characters, 
as a Proper pattern for the reſt of mankind to 
imitate. | 
foundation in reaſon, and in the frame of 


And for this there is an evident 


human nature. For it 15 undeniable from 


experience, that the force of good examples 
is much more univerſally felt than that of the 


wiſeſt precepts, or the moſt exact and accurate 
They not only inſtruct but 
powerfully perſuade: they excite admiration, 


inſpire reſolution, work upon the inward 
native ſenſe of ingenuity, and charm and ani- 
mate it to > exalted and divine improvements. 


Were | 


and it has been thought of 
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| Were we to have the moſt elaborate draught 
of moral excellence preſented to us in ſpecula- 


tion only, we ſhould be apt to eſteem 1t as a 
ine picture, and be ſtruck, perhaps, with 


the beauties and graces of it, but might think 


it, at the ſame time, wrought up to a roman- 
tic ſtrain, and too ſublime to be copied in real 


life. But when we ſee it as it were ſubſtan- 
tiated, and are fully convinced that It has 
been actually exhibited in living characters, 


the ground of deſpondency and inactivity is 
removed, a worthy emulation is excited, and 
we ourſelves are not only prompted but 


encouraged to excell, —As for the example of 


Jeſus Chriſt, which Chriſtianity has called us 
to imitate, it is by far the moſt high and 
noble that was ever propoſed to the world 
as the perſon, who ſet it, was both in office 
and original dignity the firſt and chief of men, 
being indeed, before his incarnation, at the 


head of all the angelical powers, and volun- 
tarily condeſcending to aſſume our nature, 


for this, among ſeveral other moſt wiſe and 
gracious purpoſes, that he might go before 


us as our pattern and conductor in the paths 


of virtue and piety, And the life of Chriſt 


contains more ample inſtruction in it than any 


other, and is adapted to all ranks and ations 
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in human life, as it abounds with common 
and univerſal, and with more extraordinary and 
heroic virtues. It is an example of unſpotted 
innocence, and therefore, when rightly under- 
ſtood, an unerring and invariable rule. And 
1 it is an example that is peculiarly 
perſuaſive, calculated to impreſs our minds 
and determine and influence our conduct 


being that of the author of our religion, of 


our amiable and compaſſionate Saviour, of 


the greateſt benefactor and friend to man- 


kind 


Of all the adverſarics who have appeared 
againſt the Chriſtian religion for theſe ſeven - 
teen hundred years, not one, as I remember, 
however malignant and licentious, hath ever 
attempted to aſperſe the moral character of 


Jeſus Chriſt, or even to inſinuate that there 
was any thing criminal in his life and man- 
ners. Certainly it is a ſingular and extraordi- 
nary circumſtance, that tho' no religion has 
experienced greater oppoſition than the chriſ- 
tian, that tho? all the calumnies which pagan 
magiſtrates, prieſts and people could invent, 
have been call upon it, and every expedient 

hath 


565 __— 
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5 Cee Dr. Fofter' 3 two Sermons on the Example of 
Chriſt in the RES Volume of his Sermons. 
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hath been employed to diſcredit and ruin its 
authority among mankind, yet that, amidit 
all this determined virulence, the life of 
Chriſt ſhouid never have been arraigned, or 
any faults and deficiencies in his private cha- 
racter have been pointed out to public obſer- 


vation . The truth is, the immaculate inno- 
ence, purity and perfection of his life muſt 


for ever confound all the aſſaults of the moſt 
inveterate malice, and invalidate and diſarm 
all the attempts of infidelity to leſſen and dil- 


parage it. The lives and actions of the 


Apoſtles have not unfrequently been the ſub- 
ject of banter and ridicule, and their doctrines 
and conduct have been often inſulted by anti- 
revelationiſts, as chargeable with abſurdity, 


weakneſs, and fanaticiſm. But the character 


of Chriſt has never been contaminated from 
this impure ſource. Celſus, who, if one may 


judge from the extracts which Origen hath 
made from his writings, was the moſt abuſive 


F 2 5 and 


4 * 


8 Origen remarks this in his anſwer to Celfas. They,” 


ſays he, who have caſt ten thouſand calumnies upon Jeſus 


and propagated the greateſt number of falſehoods againſt 


him, have never been able to charge him with the leaſt 


immorality. Ov [140%] nd: G uf KATH YOPTT RITES» KA, 


Jevon 0TH Tek QUTOY AEYOUTES, 0:0 UVTYTAL KATE EL), WS Ko T9 


TUX ' AXINGTILG KY EM  ONYGV YEUC Aero Origen contra 


Celſum, p. 132. Edit. Cautab. 1677, 
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and virulent adverſary, who ever appeared 
againſt the Chriſtian religion, though he 
affects to ridicule the birth * of Chriſt, the 
obſcurity and poverty + of his condition, his- 
occupation as a carpenter t, the meanneſs 
and indigence of his diſciples &, and labours 
to vilify him as a magician ||, as lurking about 
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Celſum, p. 22. Edit. Cantab. p. 22. Ste allo p. 54 and 
325, of the ſame edition 


+ Orcs. S & 4 cel ET TW EX KW{AN;G GUTON yeyorzvees TouJai- 
ng, HW Tr? YUIRIRDG EY Wprou KaAL MenXpoy Kot Neprntigs. 
Origen contra Celſum, p. 22. Cantab. See alſo p. 235 
29, 30, of the Cambridge edition. 


30 OIETHANDG CUT Yr TEKTWY T1) TEM, The author 
of the Chriſtian religion was a carpenter by trade! Ori 
gen contra Celſum, p. 298. Cantab. 1677. 


8 Celſus | calls Chriſt's diſciples ET PHT OUG * WT Ws y | 
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I| Kerry Tow Tornpoe, og Youruux Jun der reg c Se 
arc pc reο“ν⏑eẽẽGefvi. Po 7. This objection he often 
repeats, See pages 53, 64, 69, 87. Edit. Canutab. 1677. 
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in private “ and ſubſiſting on charity +: 


yet he never once, as I remember, reproaches 


him with any immorality. It is obſervable 


that many, who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 


as writers againſt the divine authority and 
truth of chriſtianity, have paſſed an honour- 
able and deſerved encomium upon our Savi- 
our's moral conduct, and have with an inge- 


nuity, which redounds to their credit, freely 
Aceclared that the life of Chriſt was irreproach- 


able, and ſtrictly conformable to the duties 
he taught others. A great teſtimony this, for 
it is the teſtimony of an adverſary, In this 


regard, it was a glorious atteſtation which 


Judas the traitor publickly gave to the cha- 


rater of Chriſt, when he ruſhed into the 
temple before the high prieſt and ſcribes, and 
daſhing down on the pavement the wages of 


his perfidy and guilt, told them, He had 


betrayed innocent blood! It was alſo a ſtriking 


and folemn teſtimony which Pilate the Roman 
= Ty governor 
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Origen contra Celſum, p. 5 1. Edit. Cantab. 1677. 
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governor gave to the character of Jeſus, when 
the impetuoſity and menaces of the, Jews 
forced him to condemn a man whom in his 


own judgment and conſcience he was perſuaded 
was perfectly innocent. He publickly took 


water, the beautiful emblem of purity, and 
before the court and the whole aſſembled mul- 
titude, waſhed his hands—hereby teſtifying, 


in the ſtrongeſt manner in which it was poſſible 


for him to proclaim 1t, that Jeſus was totally 
clear from the crimes alledged againſt him, 
and that bis hands ſhould not be imbrued in 
the blood of ſo juſt and righteous a perſon. 


— The following e ae to the character of 
Chriſt is the teſtimony of a modern writer, who 
publiſhed many tracts againſt revealed religion. 


In Chrilt we have an example of a quiet 
and peaceable ſpirit, of a becoming modeſty 


and ſobriety; juſt and honeſt, upright and 
ſincere, and above all, of a moſt gracious and 
| benevolent temper and behaviour. One who 
did no wrong, no injury to any man, in whoſe 


mouth was no guile, who went about doing 


good, not only by his preaching and miniſtry, 


but allo in curing al: manner of diſeaſes 


among the people, His life was a beautiful 


picture of human nature when in its native 


purity and ſimplicity; and ſhewed at once 


1 what excellent creatures men would be, when 


under 


ut 
he 
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under the influence and power of chat goſpel 
he N unto them *.“ 


Now a wok happy and indilpenfable cir- 
cumſtance this is with regard to every one who 
aſſumes the character of a lawgjver and public 
inſtructor. His own life muſt be a faithful 

commentary upon his own inſtructions. If 

the conduct of one who arrogates to him- 
ſelf an high authority and commiſſion to 
teach others wiſdom and virtue, be a ſatire 
upon them, and if his daily life and language 
be a contradiction to the morals he enjoins 
upon others, his perſon and his doctrines muſt 
neceſſarily ſink into the loweſt contempt. It 
is impoſſible that didactic rules and moral 
directions can be inculcated with any efficacy, 
ualeſs the teacher himſelf practiſe them in 
OS N their 


* Chubb; True Goſpel, als p. 55, TY N. B. I have 
been informed from very good authority that Chubb, at 
his death, left, ſigned with his name, a ſolemn declaration 

to the following purport :=< I am extremely diſtreſſed for 
What I have written againſt the Chriſtian religion, 
and implore the Divine forgiveneſs. I am now fully 
convinced of the divine authority and truth of Chriſti— 
anity, and in witneſs hereof I ſolemaly ſubſcribe my 
name, Thomas Chubb,” The bookſeller, who publ: :ſhed 
his Poſthumous works, when this declaration was offered 


to him, refuſed to print it, alledging that it would ruin 
| me ſale of the opies. 
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their utmoſt extent. Cicero greatly laments, 


that the lives of ſome of the antient philoſo- 


phers were ſhamefully inconſiſtent with that 


purity of conduct they ſo warmly recommend- 


ed, and he breaks out into this pathetic 


exclamation : © Who is there of all the phi- 
loſophers, ſays he, whoſe practical principles, 


temper and conduct, were contormable to 


right reaſon! Whoever regarded his philo- 
ſophy as a law and rule of life, and not rather 
as an oftentation of his ability and learning! 


Whoeyer obeyed his own inſtructions, and 
made his precepts the model of his own daily 


practice ! So far from this, that many of them 
were ſlaves to luſt, many to pride, many to 
avarice * !“ And Diodorus Siculus obſerves of 
the philoſophers who lived i in his time, That 
great numbers of them ſpoke excellently, but 
added wickedly ©. Surely then if theſe pre- 
tended 


_— 


"* Quotus enim quiſque philoſophorum i ;nvenitur, qui 
fit ita moratus, ita animo ac vita conſtitutus, ut ratio 
poſtulat? qui diſciplinam ſuam non oſtentationem ſcientiæ 


ſed legem vitæ putet? qui obtemperet fibi ipſi, et de- 


cretis ſuis pareat? Videre licet—alios pecuniæ cupidos, 


gloriæ nonnullos, multos libidinum ſervos. Tuſculan. 


* Lib. ii. p. 116. Edit. Pawn Cantab. * 
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F 


tended teachers of philoſophy and ethics, were 
ſo ſcandalouſly irregular in their lives, their 
ſpeculative principles and ſentiments, how in- 
genious and elaborate ſoever, and huw often- 
tatiouſly ſoever adornec with the beavty and 
pomp of language, mult loſe thei: 5 
and credit in the world, and be treated 
inane and viſionary reveries, which had not 
power and efficacy enough even to regulate 
the paſſions, and influence the conduct of thoſe 
who profeſſed and taught them. 


But Jeſus Chriſt, our moſt exalted and 
divine Inſtructor, 1s not chargeable with theſe 
ſhameful inconſiſtencies. He taught mankind 


no duty, but what he himſelf ſtrictly practiſcd. 
He impoſcd no rules upon his followers, but 
vVwhat both in his public and private conduct ne 
brightly excmplified, and of which he was 


daily giving the world an illuſtrious anc per— 
fect pattern. He piactiled all the eine 


duties, all the ſocial and moral vircucs to 


which his ſtation called him, and exi:ibited 
in his own life a conſummately perfect model 


of every excellence that can adorn and di mify 


human nature, and form a moſt amiable, 
ingaging, and faultleſs character. Ile did no 


ſin, neither was guile found in his mouth. His 


moral 
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moral character was perfectly irreproachable, 
and he was not even ſuſpected of any thing 
criminal, becauſe he lived undefiled and ſepa- 
rate from ſinners. He was holy and harmleſs— 


holy in his life and inoffenſive in the whole 


of his conduct. 


In the characters of many of thoſe devout 


and religious perſons, whoſe lives are recorded 
in the holy ſcriptures, we find many unhappy 5 


inſtances of frailty and imperfection in 


Adam, in Noah, in Lot, in Sarab, in Moſes, 


in Eli, in David, in Peter How exemplary 
and fervent ſoever their devotion to God, how 
firm ſoever their perſuaſion of his exiſtence and 
providence, and how ſtrong ſoever their confi- 
dence in the power and coodneli of the Al- 


mighty, yet they were not privileged from 


human faults and follies, and many unhappy 
inſtances of their inconſideration and impru- 
dence are faithfully tranſmitted down to us, to 


teach us how impoſſible it is for the wiſeſt and 
beſt of men to attain perfection in this ſtate of 
' Frail humanity. And the characters of theſe 


religious and devout perſons, whoſe great and 


good endowments are diſcriminated and che- 


quered with ſome vices and follies, are caſily 


capable of 8 e Who juſtly admire 
their 


of Jrsus Cnri1sT delineated. 75 


their excellent principles and virtues, into un- 
kappy miſtakes—when they do not ſufficiently 
diſtinguiſh, as they ever ought to do, what is 
really worthy of imitation, and what is not 
and when they ſuffer themſelves, without 
much concern or fear, to incur thoſe errors, 
into which, the ſcriptural characters which 
they admire, were unhappily betrayed—and 
eſpecially when they plead, as people fre- 
quently will do, their authority for what they 
do amiſs, and juſtify ſome irregularities in 
their own conduct from ſuch a ſcriptural 
example. — But the life of Jeſus Chriſt was 
perfectly pure from every moral ſtain. No 
one can plead in extenuation of any thing 
criminal into which he may be ſeduced, the 
example of the author of his religion, or juſ- 
tify the ſmalleſt deviation from purity and 

virtue by the want of perfection either in the 
precepts or example of his Saviour. No one, 
under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, can be led into 
any fatal errors and practices by too affection- 
ately admiring and too cloſely copying the 
example of the great author and finiſher of 
his faith, as perſons eaſily might be under 
the Jewiſh oeconomy. For the life of Chriſt 
is the brighteſt reſemblance and copy of the 
great Divine original, ſullied with no blemiſh, 
ſtained 
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ſtained with no fault and foible, pure and 
ſacred as heaven, ſpotleſs and immaculate as 


innocence, breathing nothing but devotion to 
God and benevolence to men, a complete 


repreſentation and perfect diſplay of all * 
| PAYING and human virtues, 


of Jzsus CurisT delineated, 77 


SECT. IX. 
_ The Life of Chriſt was open and undiſcuiſed. 


| _— life of Jeſus exhibits to the world 


an amiable picture of mplicity and 
godly ſincerity. The virtues of it are ſincere 


and undiſeviſed, intelligible and engaging, 
and equally obvious to every underſtanding. 


His life was an uniform tenour of plain undiſ- 
ſembling goodneſs. His probity was ſeen, 


his genuine ſincerity was diſcerned, and the 


unaffected benignity of his manners and heart 
was felt by every virtuous and well-diſpoſed 


mind. Thoſe who converſed with him had 
before their eyes a man clothed with the ſame 


nature as themſelves, but infinitely tranſcend- 
ing the moſt exalted of the human race in all 
divine and moral attainments. They were 


daily witneſſes of the fervour of his piety and 
the goodneſs of his heart. They heard the 
ſublimeſt doctrines and diſcourſes flow from 
his lips, and ſaw the inſtructions thus deli. 


vered exemplified in his own moſt amiable 


conduct. They were preſent at the benefi- 


cent miracles he wrought on the diſeaſed and 


languiſhing bodies of the afflicted, and were 


ſpectators 
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ſpectators of the tenderneſs and ſympathy hie 
manifeſted on theſe occaſions: They ſaw in 
him a noble elevation of mind, infinitely 
ſuperior to this world and to all ſecular glory, 
free from vanity and oſtentation, purſuing 
ſteadily and chearfully the higheſt intereſts of 
mankind, and aiming at the relief, illumi- 
nation, and happineſs of the human race— 


and from a character as plain and undiſguiſed 
as it was ſpotleſs and perfect, were powerfully 
induced to embrace his religion, and imitate a 


life they were to admire, 


In the life of Chriſt hare t is nothing viſi- 
onary and enthuſiaſtic. He practi led no irra- 
tional and frantic auſterities, aſſumed no 


myſterious deportment, or charged his form 


and features with any ſanctimonious grimace 
and ſolemnity. He ſeverely cenſures thoſe 
hypocrites who ſtudied to palm themſelves 
upon the world as mirrors of lanctity and 
mortification, for disfigurins their faces, 
aſſuming a character foreign to their real 
one, and externally exhibiting a ſpecious 
appearance of faſting, abſtinence and re- 
ligious ſtrictneſs, while their hearts were full 
of intemperance, ſenſuality and all unclean- 
neſs. He affected no mokifb abſtraction and 


retirement from the world, ſhunned not the 


ſociety 


of Jrsus CuRISY delineated. 79 


ſociety and intercourſe of mankind to make 


himſelf admired and venerated as a perſon of 
uncommon attainments, and by pretended 


miracles, wrought in caves and cells, to ſecure 


to his perſon and doctrines a ſuperſtitious autho- 


rity and veneration. His whole converſation 


was unaffected and open. His diſcourſes 


were delivered publickly, his miracies were 


performed before innumerable crowds of ſpec- 
tators. He declined not bringing his miracles 


to the teſt of truth, and ſubmitting them 
to the free examination of every curious and 
impartial enquirer. His life was daily held 
up, as in a faithful glaſs, to the view of thou- 


ſands, who could not be deceived in their 


judgment concerning it. Or if we can ſup— 


pole them capable of being deceived, yet cer- 


tainly thoſe Apoſtles whom he elected to be 
the companions of his labours, and the wit-⸗ 


neſſes of his doctrines and actions, and at- 
tended him in his privacy and retirement, 


could not be deceived as to his real character. 
As well may we ſuppoſe that Cebes, Crito, 


Simmias, Aenophon, Plato, and other diſciples, 


who for ſeveral years attended the converſation 
of their maſter, who were with him in his 


confinement and in his laſt moments, and to 
whom he diſcloſed his whole foul, could be 


deceived. 
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deceived as to the real character of the excel- 
lent Socrates. His virtues and his uſefulneſs 
were public : he courted no ſecrecy, ſecluded 
himſelf in no ſequeſtered retreat, as Mahomet * 
did, as Numa alſo did, pretending that he 
was favoured with the converſe of the nymph 


FEgeria +, and as all impoſtors have done, the 


better to carry on the deluſion and ſcreen their 
religious artifices and pious frauds from the 
world. Our Saviour appealed to the under- 
ſtanding and ſenſes of his hearers, and both by 


the amazing exertions of power and by his plain 
and unaffected manners convinced them of 
the truth of his miſſion and the divine autho- 


rity and dignity of his character. 


One of the principal deſigns which our 
Saviour had in view, when he condeſcended 
to aſſume human nature, was, that by this 
| humiliation he might ſet before men, a plain 


and familiar example. He took not on him 
| the 


— 


dee Sales introduction to his Tranſlation of the 
Coran : Prideaux's life of Mahomet, and the fr/t Volume 


of the modern Univerſal Hiſtory. 


+ Hic ubi zo4urn@ Numa conſtituebat amice. Juve- 


nal, Sat. 2. v. 12. Numa Pompilius ut populum Ro- 
manum ſacris obligaret, volebat videri ſibi cum dei 
Egerià congreſſus eſſe nocturnos. Valerius Maximus, 

Lib. i. Cap. 2. p. 39. Edit. Torrenii Leidæ, 1726, 
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the nature of angels, but he took on him the 
ſeed of Abraham, deſcending from that ſtate 
of bleſſedneſs he enjoyed with the Father 
before the foundation of the world, and cloth- 
ing himſelf with humanity, that by means of 
a nearer and perſonal converſe with men he 
might ſhew them, by a plain and endearing 
pattern, the ſacred beauty of that holineſs 
he intended they ſhould acquire, and the 
excellence of that temper and ſpirit he deſigned 
they ſhould cultivate and poſſeſs. O what 
aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion did he expreſs for 
us! What heart can think of it without melt- 
ing into love and gratitude ! © Such an inter- 
poſition of the Son of God, ſays the excellent 
Dr. Duchal, his ſuffering and dying for us, 
is a moſt amazing event, and what is enough 
eceven almoſt to overwhelm an attentive mind. 
But when we have good evidence of the fact, 
if it doth overwhelm, it is with joy, that ſuch 
notice ſhould have been taken of our world 
in a corrupted ſtate! that the happineſs of 
mankind is an object ſo dear to the parent of 
the univerſe ! that our immortal ſpirits are of 
ſuch a value in his ſight ! His grace indeed is 
ineffable, and what ingenuous ſpirit can reſiſt 
the attraction of it! What will, or poſſibly 
can, move the heart of man, if ſuch goodneſs 
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and love have no effect! love, which it is 


diſtreſs how to repreſent in a proper light, all 
the power of language ſinketh beneath it: 


but ſurely the heart of a ſincere chriſtian muſt 
feel it, and be ever ſacred to him who hath ſo 
loved us *.” Who being in the form of a 


moſt exalted ſpirit, was not deſirous of appear- 
ing on earth in this divine form and ſplendor, 
but diveſted himſelf of it, aſſumed the form 


of a ſervant, and appeared amongſt us clothed 
with the common robe of humanity, And, 


after this aſſumption of human nature, he 
gave a ſtil] farther proof of his humiliation, 


by voluntarily ſubmitting to death——— 
nay even to the death of crucifixion. And 
_ dwelling amongſt men in this humble and ob- 
ſcure condition, he calmly ſubmitted to the 


indignities and miſeries of this life, and reſign- 
ed himſelf to the will of God under them 


And for what end? among other reaſons, to 
teach chriſtians by a plain and engaging exam- 


ple what principles ought to ſupport them in 
an hour of affliction, and to exhibit to the 


world a familiar and conſpicuous pattern of 
5 devout 


* K 2 
8 —_— 


— ht y 9 


gsee Dr. Duchal's preſumptive arguments for the 
truth and divine authority of the Chriſtian religion, 


p. 108, 10g. 
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devout compoſure and unſhaken fortitude 
under all the evils of this probationary ſtate. 


2 r 
2 . on >” LES = 


There was nothing myſterious and abſtruſe 
in his doctrines, no affected and ſtudied ob- 
ſcurity in his inſtructions. They required 

nothing but the exerciſe of a common under- 
ſtanding and the diſpoſition of a good heart. 
His didactic precepts and leſſons of morality 
conſiſted not in metaphyſical ſpeculations and 
in philoſophical theories and viſions. The 
teachers of the Greek philoſophy were great 
ſpeculatiſts. When by ſtudy and contem- 
plation they had framed an ingenious ſyſtem, 
their next labour was to laviſh upon it all the 
ſublimity and elegance of the Greek language, 
and to exhibit it to the world, embelliſhed 
> with all the powers of diction and elaborate 
175 A compoſition. Or if they delivered their phi- 
loſophy in lectures and public diſcourſes, they 
>» ſtudied to amaze and amuſe their auditors with 
profound reveries and ſyſtematic diſtinctions, 
to aſtoniſh them with an oſtentatious diſplay of 
erudition, and captivate them by the arts of 
> rhetoric. How different from theſe profeſ- 
ſors of philoſophy and wiſdom was the man- 
ner of our Divine moraliſt. Read his ſermon 
on the mount, and the 14, 15, and 16th chap- 
e ec OW - refs. 


5 FDC RG £4, 
= 
rr 


14 
5 
= 
* 1 
1 
0 
ret 
7 
4 
5 
4 = 
Ay 
* 5 
e 
1 
* 
3 
1 i\q 
\ 4 
. $ 3 
2 
1 
Tins 
18 
75 | 
1 
. 
8 
15 
e 
. 0 
9 
by. : 
_ 
= 
Þ 
wo 
= 
+ } 
Tf ; 
T3 - 
$ + 
2 1 
WOE. 
# Ts 
I'S 
6 
* 
"PO 
&* a) 
« 
1 VP 
WS... 
* a 
'Y N k 
© + 4 
8 
e 
1 
* 2 
by. * 1 
AL. 
N 
34 © 
1 
I.” 
33 
1? 
- 18 
bt 
” 
1, 
* 
* 
645 
* 
* 
. 
. 
1 
* 
„ 
” = 
* 
©, 5 
* 
/ 


194 
end 


E 


0 3 * 
. ee 3 nd} areas g 72 
Ho — r wn a,. — y 7a 4 4 3 
— — * 


"gs 


— — 


A 4 PE . * 2 
- 6 gt 1 
N a = no OS IS cane OL, AS. ho * . 
3 COT Ss — pow == c . — — % n 
2 EE . 0 we er So MEIN RS” WR 
f T > —— — * — , — 58 - * — 
1 7 "I x , £& b pw ; I od c 4 — — = 
4 - \ 
5 2 3 ka + _ a << 4 * . LID, " r PERRY 4 
— * WERE ” * — 2 — PY 5 2 s - 
7 Weg E 2 "= RN ” 4 N 33 — — 
* 6 Kh __— * 83 by . 
— — _ — * 


84 The LIr E and CHARACTER 


ters of St. John. All is plain truth, diveſted 


of every adventitious ornament. He ſtudies 
no pomp of words, no labour of compoſition, 


no {mooth arrangement of period. A plain 
unadorned ſimplicity appears in all his dif- 
courſes, which the more they are ſtudied the 


more they will charm and inſtruct us. His 
public diſcourſes were adapted to the capa- 
cities of his audience, which principally con- 
ſiſted of the lower claſſes of people, and their 4 5 
reformation, comfort, and happineſs he con- . 
ſulted, by delivering his inſtructions in a 


perſpicuous and intelligible manner. 


And the unaffected ſimplicity of his com- 
mon life correſponded to the unornamented 


plainneſs of his inſtructions. Thouſands, in 
chat age, had a perſonal knowledge of him, 
and were daily witneſſes of his devotional ſpirit, | 
of his cheartulneſs and compoſure under 


affliction and poverty, of his unruffled ſere- 
nity and compolure under the inſults and per- 


ſecutions of the Jews, of the indefatigable | 
pains he employed to ſpread the knowledge 
and practice of religion, of the inoffenſive 
meekneſs and engaging ſweetneſs of his tem- 
per, and of that univerſal benevolence and 
goodneſs which ſhone forth in his character 


without 


of Jesvs Cur1sT delineated. 85 


without vanity and oſtentation. His mild, 
harmleſs, unoſtentatious manners are thus de- 
ſcribed by the prophet T/aiah, and cited from 
him by the Evangeliſts. Bebold! my ſervant, 
whom I have choſen, my beloved in whom my 


ſoul is well pleaſed! I will put my ſpirit upon 


him, and he ſhall ſhew judgment to the Gentiles. 
He ſhall not ſtrive nor cry, neither ſhall any man 


hear his voice in the ſtreet. A bruiſed reed ſhall 
he not break, and the ſmoaking flax ſhall he not 


quench till he ſhall ſend forth 3 to victory. 


So that nothing could be more open and 
undiſguiſed, nothing farther removed from 


diffimulation and artifice, than the life and 


conduct of our bleſſed Saviour. Every page 


of his hiſtory faichfully exhibits to us a good 


heart, in which there was not mixed the leaſt 


tincture of guilt. The fair and beautiful 
ſtructure of his divine character had ſincerity 
for iis baſis. He ſpoke and acted with the 


ſtrifeſt probity on every occaſion. He came 
into the world to bear witneſs to the TruTH, 
and he never violated its obligations—he ad- 
| hered to it inflexibly—never cloaked and con- 
cealed it never ſpoke and acted contrary to 
che clear perſuaſions of his mind, and ſtudied 


no ſubterfuges and mental reſervations when 
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86 The LIFE and CHARACTER 


its ſacred cauſe was concerned. And what 18 
there that ſo much dignifies and exalts a cha- 
racter as unſullied probity, rigid honeſty, 


inviolable truth, unſpotted ſincerity. He re- 


vealed the will of God to mankind in its full 
extent, and concealed nothing he was com- 
miſſioned to deliver. When he ſtood before 


Pilate's tribunal, he could appeal to his judges 
for the ſimplicity in which he had lived, and 
the ſincerity with which he had taught. When 
the high-prieſt interrogated him concerning the 
diſciples he had formed, and concerning the 
nature of the doctrine he had propagated, ut 
Saviour manifeſts ſurprize at the queſtion : 

Why aſtteſt thou me“ aſk them that heard ne? 


T ſpake openly to the world: I ever taught in 


the ſynagogue and in the temple where the Jews 


reſor 5 and i” ſecret have I done nothing. 


This is a a ſingular attribute and recommen- 


Cation of our Saviouf's character as a public 5 
inſtructor. Many of the antient teachers of 
Philoſophy expreſſed the laſt contempt for the 
common people, and regarded them with 
proud and inhuman diſdain, deeming them 
infinitely unworthy of being introduced into 
that ſanctuary of ſcience and wiſdom, into 
wh they choſe ny to admit a few ſelect 


perſons 
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perſons of diſtinguiſhed genius and improved 
underſtandings. They entertained ſo deſpi- 
cable an opinion of the multitude, that they 
: 1 judged it buſineſs infinitely below them to 
5 attempt their reformation, induſtriouſly con- 
cealed from them the important truths them- 
ſelves had diſcovered, left them to conform, 
as themſelves aid, to the eſtabliſhed ſuperſtition, 
ſuffered them to live and die in ignorance and 
vice, without one generous effort to render 
them v//er and better their ultimate ambition 
being to communicate only to a diſtinguiſhed 
few the reſult of their ingenious and laborious 
inveſtigations. How oppoſite was this illiberal 
temper and ſpirit to the godlike principles and 
conduct of the benevolent Jeſus! Who by a 
moſt amiable condeſcenſion freely converſed 
with the loweſt orders and conditions of man- 
kind to enlighten and reclaim them, and who 
both himſelf preached, and commiſſioned his 
diſciples to preach, the goſpel to the poor! 
: For it was not to the rich and mighty, to the 
princes and rulers of this world that he com- 
municated the things of the kingdom of God 
1 —theſe he reproved for their ſuperſtition and 
os immorality, for their pride and hypocriſy, for 
their avarice and oppreſſion but it was prin- 
Ci.pally with people in the humbler ſtations, 
15 725-4 Gt which 
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83 The LITE and CHARACTER 
which in every age and country have always 
been moſt propitious to virtue and ſincerity, 
with whom our Lord choſe to live, with whom 
to converſe, among whom to diſplay his full- 
neſs of grace and truth, and to whom to 
impart the glad tidings of the kingdom of 
God. Before theſe people of plain honeſty 
and antient manners, of unprejudiced and 
well-diſpoled minds, he exhibited the great 
evidences of his divine miſſion and character, 
led a life amongſt them ſuitable to the dignity 
of his high pretenſions, and in his own great 


and familiar example ſhowed them, that the 
| graces and virtues of his religion, when 
tranſcribed into practical life, are capable of 
exhibiting human nature in the greateſt honour, 


| dignity and pertection, to which. It n poſſible 
for it in this ſtate to be exalted, 


How open and unreſerved our Lord's beha- 


viour was appears from his whole- life, His 
diſciples had free acceſs to him at all times: 


with them he converſed with the greateſt 
familiarity and friendſhip: to them he diſcloſed 
his heart and all its purpoſes, to them he 


opened the myſteries of the kingdom of God, 
anſwered their enquiries and ſolved their diffi- 
culties, and, in all his private interviews and 
Cane 
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of Jrsus CHRIST delineated. 


converſations with them, manifeſted ſuch 
amiable integrity and genuine goodneſs as 
charmed them into the love and veneration of 
his divine character, and forced from them 
that patheric expreſſion: Lord! whither ſhall 
we go? Thou haſt the words of eternal life! 
And who is there that reads the life of Chriſt 
with any attention, but muſt be ſtruck with 
the higheſt admiration and love of a character 
ſo tranſcendently amiable. 
his doctrine, with what authority and edifica- 
tion does he diſcourſe in public, and with what 
engaging condeſcenſion does he lay open his 
heart in his private retirements with his friends. 
Here all the virtues are aſſembled which can 
adorn and perfect the human character and 
theſe virtues are practically inſtituted with a 
ſimplicity equal to their moment, and repre- 
ſented in ſo attractive and endearing a manner 
as moſt powerfully to excite every virtuous 
and well- diſpoſed chriſtian to an imitation of 
them. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me. 
The great uſefulneſs of our Saviour's life to 
us his followers conſiſts in this, that we may 
learn from it, how he lived and acted in ſuch 
_ circumſtances, and on ſuch occaſions as we 
ourſelves are frequently placed and intereſted 
in, and may clearly ſee in it the ſeveral virtues | 


How perſpicuous 
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90 The LITE and CHARACTER 


of a good and holy life practiſed in ſuch in- 
ſtances as very often happen to us in the 
common intercourſes and tranſactions of this 
tranſitory life, Nothing, ſays Archbiſhop 


Tillotſon, was more ſimple and open, more 


obvious and eaſy to common imitation than 
the life of our bleſſed Saviour. In which 
there was nothing dark and myſterious, ab- 
ſtruſe and intricate. It was all perfect inno- 
cence and perfect goodneſs. And he carried 
on one plain and uniform deſign, which was 
to do all the good he poſſibly could to all men. 
This he purſued with all his might, with the 
greateſt vigour and induſtry, with an un- 
daunted courage and reſolution, with an 


unwearied diligence, with a conſtant chearful- 
neſs and ſerenity of mind. This was his meat 


and drink, his great buſineſs and delight, his 
life and his happineſs. He was not ſuper- 
ciliouſly moroſe, had no affected ſingularities, 
no particular auſterities in habit or diet, diffe- 
rent from the common uſage of men. His 
converſation was kind and innocent, free and 


familiar, open and indifferent to all forts of 
perſons. For he was a phyſician, and every 
body had need of him: all mankind were his 


patients. He did not place religion, as fome 
haye done, in a retirement from the world, 
5 and 
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and ſhunning the converſation of mankind, 
and taking care to do nobody any good : act 
in profound myſteries and refined ſpeculations, 
but in the plain and honeſt practice of the ſolid 
and ſubſtantial virtues of a good life: in 
meekneſs and humility, in kindneſs and cha- 
rity, in contentedneſs in a low and mean con- 
dition, and a calm compoſure of mind under 


all accidents and events: in patience under 
the greateſt reproaches and ſufferings, and a 
perfect ſubmiſſion to the will of God in all his 


diſpenſations, how diſtaſteful and gloomy 
ſoever. Now there is nothing in all this, but 


what lies open to every man's underſtanding, 
and is caſy to our practice and imitation, re- 


quiring nothing but an honeſt mind and due 


care and diligence to do what we may eaſily 
know, to follow our guide in a plain way, and 
in all the actions of our lives to tread in thoſe 


ſteps in which the Son of God and the belt of 
men hath gone before us k.“ 
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v See 7 2 5 Sermons on the 4 of Chriſti in 
che 1oth Vol. of his | works, Edit. 12mo. 
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SKT. X. 
Chriſt's piety and reſignation 10 God. 


UR bleſſed Saviour's notions of the 
Deity were rational and worthy. He 


entertained the moſt devout and exalted ſen- 


timents of the Divine ſupremacy and his peer- 


leſs and moſt glorious perfections. It is his 


uniform and univerſal language that this infi- 


nitely great and gracious Being ſent him from 


heaven to enlighten, reclaim, and ſave man- 
kind. He diſclaims every thing of himſelf, 
and refers all to God Almighty. His mif: 
ſion, his miracles, his doctrine, all were de- 
rived from God, The father who is with me, 
he doth the works. I can do nothing of myſelf; 
as the father has given me commandment, 
ſo I do. God fo loved the world that he ſent 
his ſon. Our Saviour is continually ſpeaking 
in this language, that all Chriſtians might be 
directed to the great Source of their redemp- 
tion, and aſcribe the glory and praiſe of all 
where their Redeemer himſelf devoutly aſ- 
cribes it. His declaration to the Jews, in 
this regard, is ſolemn and explicit. I came 
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* gown from heaven not to do my own will, but 
> the will of Him that ſent me. As if he had 
aid: It was not any deſign of my own parti- 
cular planning and contriving that I came from 
heaven on earth to accompliſh and perfect. 
Be aſſured I deſcended from heaven, clothed !/ 
with a greater authority than my own. I am 
not my own apoſtle and ambaſſador. I am 
not come in my own name to eſtabliſh a dif- 
penſation of religion of my own contrivance. 
In this great cauſe I am but an agent and 
inſtrument under the direction of my hea- 
venly Father. His will is my law. His will 
is the meaſure of my obedience, . It is my 
ultimate object and aim to glorify him on 
earth, and approve my fidelity to him in finiſh- 
ing the great work for which he ſent me into 
F: IJ the world. I came not down from heaven to 
do my own will—to act ſeparately and inde- 
pendently of God, juſt as if he had no con- 
currence with me in the work of redemption, 
juſt as if he had never ſent me, but I had 
come at my own option and inſtigation to 
gratify ſome ſingular paſſion and ſcheme of 
my own, and as if I was to eſtabliſh a king- 
dom of truth and righteouſneſs among men, 
— to which my God and father contributed 
nothing. So far from this, that all is from 
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God, all originates from his inexhauſtible and 
adorable goodneſs, and ultimately redounds 
to the glory of his ſupreme Majeſty. 


As our Saviour thought thus rationally 
and worthily of God, how punctual and con- 
ſcientious a conformity did he ever pay to his 


ſupreme will. It was the great law of all his 
actions, the grand principle that actuated his 


whole conduct, to work the works of him 
who had commiſſioned and ſent him into the 


world, and approve himſelf faithful, as the 


Apoſtle ſpeaks, to Him that appointed him. 
To do the will of God was his meat and his 


drink, his duty and delight, the ſole object 
of all his ambition, for which he lived, and 


in obedience to which he died. I lay down 


my life of myſelf, ſays he; but immediately 
adds, This commandment have I received of 


-- my © ather. By this act of obedience unto 
death I conform to the appointment and will 


of God, my death is a fundamental part in 


the ſcheme which his infinite wiſdom is now 


carrying on. It is, therefore, in chearful 


compliance with the mind and will of my 
heavenly Father, that I voluntarily reſign 
my life, and do not view death with any terror 


and 


or reluctance, ſince it hath ſeemed congruous 
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— and expedient to that great Being, for 
> whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in executing his gracious intention of 
bringing many ſons unto glory, to make me 
the captain and author of their ſalvation per- 
fect through ſufferings. = 
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The life of Chriſt is replete with many 
ſtriking inſtances of a devotional ſpirit and 
of his uniform ſtudy to pleaſe God and do his 
will. It may with great truth be ſaid of our 
Saviour, what Maximus Tyrius ſays of Socra— 

tes, that his whole life was a life of prayer , 
hardly any thing elſe but one continued act of 
filial piety and fervent devotion to God. How 
early did this ſpirit of piety and devotedneſs 
to God diſcover itſelf. When he was twelve 
— years of age he diſputed with the learned Rab- 
bies, and was left behind in the temple by 
his parents, who concluded that he was gone 
down to Nazareth with the company among 
whom he had travelled up to the metropolis. 
When they had ſpent three days in fruitleſs 
ſearch of him, and at laſt found him fitting 
among the Jewiſh doctors both hearing them 
e . and 
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96 The LIFE and CHARAC TEN 


and aſking them queſtions, and told him the 


ſorrowful hours he had coſt his father and 
mother in ſearching every place for him, they 


were anſwered in "this remarkable manner: 


Wiſt you not that I was about my Father's 
buſineſs ? ? Which expreſſion, it is ſaid, they 


underſtood not.— The ſun in his daily courſe 
| ſaw him unweariedly employed in doing the 


will of God, and the ſtars in the ſilent watches 


of the night were witneſſes of the fervour of 


He continued all night in prayer 
to God. We find him, in the midſt of his 
inſtructions, in the performances of his mira- 


culous cures, and in the middle of ſurround- 


ing crowds, | make a ſolemn pauſe, direct his 
eyes to heaven, and pour forth a fervent eja- 
culation to God—breaking forth into theſe 
_ devout ſtrains of ſacred gratitude : Father, I 
thank thee, I 


Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 


ä Tos | haſt 


l—— 


C' toit aſſez la coutume du Seigneur, de paſſer la 


nuit a prier, et le jour a faire de bonnes ceuvres: Qu' 
une vie partagee de la forte eſt une belle vie! La piete 


et la charite la rempliſſent toute entiere. Le Seigneur 


paſſa les jours a faire du bien aux hommes, a les guerir 
de Vignorance et des vices par de ſaintes et touchantes 


inſtructions, et de leurs maladies par des operations mira- 
culeuſes: Apres quoi il va ſe delaſſer de ſes travaux 


dans le ſein de ſon Pere, et ehercher fon repos et ſa 
joye dans la contemplation de ſes perfections. Beauſobre 
Diſcours Hiſtorigues, Tom. ix. p. 296. 
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haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, 4 /. 1 
and haſt revealed them unto babes, to perſons of 
an humble, innocent and docible diſpoſition. 
View him ſtanding at the grave of his friend 1 
== Lazarus, lifting up his eyes to heaven, and, 9 
before all the friends of the deceaſed, preferring 1 
3 this ſolemn addreſs to God: Father, J thank 4 
1 thee, that thou haſt heard me! and I know that | bt 
= thou heareſt me always ! but 1 have offered this 1 
L ; public ſupplication to thee that the ſurrounding 
= multitude may be convinced that this reſurreftion 
is effected by thy divine power, and that I am 
by meſſenger ! View him encompaſſed with 
his diſciples and the multitude, and amidſt 
wo his inſtructions, looking up to heaven, and 
pouring forth this requeſt to God: O Father, 
” glorify thy name! Then came there a voice from 
= bheaven, ſaying : I have both glorified it, and 
will glorify it again. In his ordinary conver- 
ſations with his diſciples it was his cuſtom to 
intermingle pious and devotional ſentiments, 
or turn them to ſome ſpiritual meaning and 
uſe. He repoſed an entire confidence in God, 
and devoutly acknowledged his ſupreme 
agency and goodneſs in every thing. He 
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taught his diſciples to pray, and for their 
aaſſiſtance and direction in this duty preſented 
— them with the moſt uſeful and comprehen- 
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five form of devotion that ever was conceived 
or expreſſed. 


On the ſabbath we always find him in the 
fynagogue, the place of public ſervice among 
the Jews—Joining in ſocial worſhip, mixing 


in religious aſſemblies—and, tho' poſſeſſed 


of all the treaſures of knowledge and wiſdom, 
yet never abſenting himſelf from ſacred ordi- 
nances—making conſcience of attending on 
the public reading and explaintng thoſe divine 
books which were given by inſpiration of God 
Land though perfectly knowing every thing 
they contained, and the whole counſel of God 
from the beginning of time, yet judged him- 


ſelf neither too wiſe nor too perfect to receive 


any benefit and edification from the devotions 
of the houſe of God. 


What was Ins doing ſo much good as he 
did, but a profeſſed imitation of Gon ? He 
pleads the example of God as the great rule 
of his own conduct. My father worketh 
hitherto, and I work. The hand of my hea- 
venly father, tho' inviſible, is continually at 
work, in maintaining the world by his provi- 
dence, ſupporting the harmony and happineſs 
of the univerſe by his conſtant energy and 

5 1 vitat 
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vital influence, and upholding and ſupplying 
all things by the ceaſclets exertion of his power 
and goodneſs—in imitation of this infinitely 
good Being, I alſo work, daily employ my- 


ſelf in doing acts of beneficence and mercy, 
and fill up my ſphere with doing all the good 
in my power. The ſon of God ſtimulates 
and urges himſelf to crowd into his life as 
many acts of beneficence and goodneſs to 
' mankind as poſſible, from the confideration 
. that he was imitating God, and that he had 
but a very little time to expend in this imita- 


tion of him on earth. I muſt work the works 


of him that ſent me while it is day, the night 
of death is approaching, which will put a 


final period to my public uſcfulneſs. 


But our Saviour's character appears no 


where greater and more engaging than in his 


moſt amiable and perfect ręſgnation to the 


will of God. He never murmured and re- 
pined at the afflictive diſpenſations of provi- 


dence, but chearfully acquieſced in all the 
divine allotments, We always find him calm 
and ſcrene under the moſt abuſive and con- 
tumelious treatment, when he was reviled, 
not reviling again, when he ſuffered not 
threatning, but committing himſelf to ni 
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who judgeth righteouſly. How conſpicu- 
ouſly does this devout ſpirit of reſignation 


appear in the laſt ſcenes of his life. Behold 


him in the garden of Gethſemanè, with the 


full immediate proſpect of the impending 


ſtorm human nature overwhelmed at the 
approaching conflict, and feeling all the hor- 
rors of mental agony and dejection—ſweating 


as it were great drops of blood—yet in this 
dire diſtreſs repoſing a perfect ſubmiſſion in 


God, and expreſſing this ſubmiſſion in lan- 
guage which no heart can read without great 


emotion. Father, if this cup may not paſs 
From me except I drink it, thy will be done 1} 
Patiently ſubmitting to be apprehended by a 


band of ruffians, to be dragged before an 
unrighteous judicature, to be abuſed with 
every cruel inſult, to be hoodwinked, ſpit 


upon, arrayed in robes of mock royalty, torn 
with ſcourges, confined in a priſon, nailed to 


a croſs between two thieves. Amidſt this 
ſcene not uttering one repining word, ſuſtain- 
ing all the ignominy, inſult and torture, which 


the malice of his perſecutors could inflict, with 


unmoved ſerene compoſure, perfectly reſigned 
to God, voluntarily ſurrendering his life a 


victim in the cauſe of truth, and, in chear- 
ful obedience to the divine will, ſealing his 


religion with his blood. 


— od 4 " rn n 8 . . >.> 
b N NDR I RIG N SFE FE TIE dd . 5 — 9. 1 
PPV ET hr me EIS gr RTE 3 0 : : 
r dc or 3 2 : - 9 D 
my Ge bad N at 5 — % $ - 


of Jesus CaRisT delineated. 101 


SECT; XL 
The Benevolence of Chriſt. 
HRIST”s philanthropy and love of 


mankind was boundleſs. Studying their 
beſt intereſts, diſpelling their errors, freeing 


their bodies from painful maladies, admini- 


fterings conſolation, and communicating uſe- 
ful and ſaving inſtruction, this was the 
ſupreme ambition and ſole felicity of his life, 


It was his divine character the Apoſtle com- 


prizes it in a few words Ile went about doing 
good, The happineſs of the human race was 


the great and glorious object he had ever in 
view. For this he left all the bleſſedneſs of 
heaven and the boſom of his Father. For 
this he lived: for this he died *. This he 
was continually conſulting and promoting. 


The fun every day beheld him healing and 
inſtructing the human race, and the ſilent 


watches of the night were witneſſes of his 
1 8 H EE fervent 
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fervent interceſſions for their happineſs. He 
was actuated by no amb:ticn, but the godlike 
ambition of doing good : he aſpired after no 


-difinftion, but the diſtinction of being emi- 


nently uſeful : he deſired to eſtabliſh no empire 
among men, but the empire of truth, righte- 
ouſneſs and benevolence. He was infinitely 
above the meanneſs of pride and the groveling 


paſſions of worldly glory and oſtentation. 
He was humble in his deportment, affable in 
his converſe, ſympathetic in his temper, and 
would enter the pooreſt cottage to free a poor 
parent, child, or ſervant from an incurable 


diſtemper. To do good was the conſtant em- 


ployment, the principal buſineſs of his life. 


His very retirements, his meditations, his 


Prayers were in a great meaſure devoted to 
the moſt ſubſtantial happineſs of mankind. 
But -his public converſe with the world was 


almoſt one entire ſcene of kind and uſeful 


offices. Wherever he appeared, eaſe and joy 


were his conſtant attendants. He recovered 


| ſpeech to the dumb, ſight to the blind, the 
calm and regular uſe of reaſon to the dil- 
ordered in mind, reitored thoſe to the privi- 
leges of ſociable creatures, who for loathſome 


diſtempers were excluded from human ſo- 


die. Yo. and relieved the ſorrows of tender 
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parents and affectionate relatives, by miracu— 
louſly raiſing their children and friends from 
the dead. In a word, the far greater part 
even of his extraordinary operations were, like 
the fixed and conſtant temper and habit of 
his mind, friendly to all objects that pre- 
ſented themſelves, and ſcattered the bleſſings 
of health and peace all around him. But 
great and godlike as this may appear, the 
benevolence of Chriſt had a far nobler aim, 
and took a much wider and more extended 
ſcope. His chief view was to inſtruct the 
ignorant, and reform the erroneous and vici- 
ous, to eſtabliſh truth, and promote univer- 


ſal virtue and rectitude of life; and conſe- 


quently, to advance the ſupreme honour and 
endleſs felicity of reaſonable beings. For 
this he underwent innumerable fatigues ; with 


a view to this he directed all his purſuits, 
and was fearleſs of reproach or danger; 


and at laſt, the more effectually to accom- 


pliſh this high and grand deſign, he freely, 


and with an heroic greatneſs of mind, con- 
ſented to ſubmit to death. So that he may 
properly be ſaid to have died a martyr for the 
univerſal good, the ſupreme and everlaſting 


good, of mankind. And thus, the benevo- 


lence of Jeſus, which in the former parts of 
1 4 | wh 


. 
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his life, no difficulties could controul, no 


ingratitude reſtrain, no injuries diſcourage, 
was elevated to its utmoſt pitch of perfection, 


by triumphing over the ignominy and terror 
of death *. 


» See Dr. Foſter's Sermons on the Example of Chriſt, 
in the 3d Volume of his Sermons, 
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SE CT. XII. 
Chriſt's love to bis country. 


ORD Shafteſbury affects to repreſent the 


IL author of the Chriſtian religion as a defec- 
tive moraliſt for not recommending the love 


we owe to our country. His Lordſhip ſeems 


to value himſelf upon this objection as a new 
and unanſwerable argument againſt Chriſti- 
anity, for he frequently repeats it in his 
writings, and enforces it with his uſual wit 
and ridicule. To any who have read the life 


of Chriſt with attention, the objection will 
appear extremely falſe and groundleſs. For 


in what nation, either in ancient or modern 


times, ſhall we find a more eminent and illuſ- 
trious inſtance of true affection and love for a 
country than what appear in the character and 
actions of our Redeemer? What lawgiver, 


philoſopher, or moraliſt can be named who 
employed themſelves with ſuch indefatigable 


labour and active benevolence to reform the 


religion, correct the morals, and promote the 
virtue and benefit of his country, as Jeſus 


Chriſt did to illuminate and reclaim his coun- 
 trymen 
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tiymen the Jets? To deliver his country from 
ſuperſtition and immorality, and to prevent 
thole dreadful calamities to which the Jewiſh 
nation would be ſpeedily devoted on account 
of their enormous corruptions both in prin- 
ciple and practice, unleſs they repented, was 
one of the principal ends and deſigns of our 
Saviour's appearance in the world. To ſave 
his native country from the moſt dire impend- 


ing miſeries, he publickly preached in all its 


towns and villages, to all orders and ranks of 
men, the neceſſity of immediate repentance 
and rational reformation, pointed out the 


ſources of their danger, warned them to fly 
from the wrath to come, ſhewed them the 


ſignal bleſſings and advantages the ſtate would 
enjoy from a cordial and practical compliance 
with his admonitions, and exhibited before 


them the evidences of his religion in all their 


divine luſtre, in order to ſecure to his country * 
this ſubſtantial and durable felicity. The 


whole hiſtory of his life evinces how much he 


loved his native country and intereited himſelf 
Ne in 


— „* — * — * 


* Barnabas remarks the ſingular affection and love 
our Saviour manifeſted to his country, Aiwzoxuy Tor lo- 
pan) xai THNKAUTE e,; XA ONE TYWY, ExnpuZe KO b 
PIYUTETEY CUT OY. Barnabe epiſicla, P- 22. Edit. Oxon. 
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in its welfare and proſperity. His miniſtry 
was ſolely circumſcribed within the limits of 
Juda. To the Gentiles he never delivered 
any of his diſcourſes, nor exhibited any of 
the proofs of his divine miſſion and character. 
Among the Jews he wrought all his miracles, 
His native country alone enjoyed the influence 
of his perſonal virtues and example. He 
declares that he was only ſent to the loſt ſheep 
of the houſe of Iſrael. This diſtinguiſhed 
nation he was ſolely commiſſioned to convert 
and inſtruct. No other country, but Judza, 
according to the original ſcheme and appoint- 
ment of the Deity, was to enjoy the benefit 

of his perſonal inſtructions, the beneficence of 
his miraculous operations, and the ſplendour 
and perfection of his godlike character. We 
find the Apoſtles and the firſt preachers of 
Chriſtianity occupied in diffuſing its truths in 
remote countries, and ſpreading the Know- 
ledge of its duties, doctrines, and diſcoveries 
throughout the whole amplitude of the Roman 
dominions. But Chriſt's actions and influence 
were confined within the precincts of Paleſtine, 
and the glad tidings of his goſpel were by him 
announced only to its inhabitants. 


Nor did he merely himſelf thus manife{! lis 
affection for his country, but likewiſe ſtrictly | 
ordered 
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ordered the twelve apoſtles and the ſeventy 


diſciples whom he inveſted with a ſacred com- 
miſſion to preach his goſpel, not to lay its 


evidences before the heathens, and publiſh 


among them its doctrines, but to limit their 
miniſtry ſolely to their own country. * Go not, 
was his injunction to them, when he firſt ſent 


them, into the way of the Gentiles, and into 


any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: but 


go ye rather to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 


- Irael,” To repreſent, therefore, our bleſſed 


Saviour as not Once recommending the love of 


our country, when his whole life, actions, 


miracles, diſcourſes, religion, were originally 


and principally calculated to ſecure its refor- 
mation, welfare, and happineſs, is moſt inju- 
rious miſrepreſentation. When he not only 
in the whole courſe of his miniſtry ſtudied to 
reform and ſave it from ruin, but alſo gave 
ſuch ſtrict injunctions to his diſciples to pro- 


claim to all ranks and degrees among them 
the neceſſity of perſonal amendment, and to 
indicate to them the method by which they 


might prevent the impending calamities, cer- 


tainly his character muſt claim our higheſt 


eſteem and veneration as a friend and lover of 


his country, and induce us to regard every 
infidel with contempt who 1 is fo ungenerous 


and 
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and prejudiced as to attempt to traduce and 
depreciate our Saviour's character, as a mora- 
lift, in this regard. 


What can teſtify more ſtrongly our Savi- 
our's ardent love to his countrymen, or 
ve tranſmitted as a greater proof of his aftec- 
tionate regard for its intereſt and happineſs, 
than that pathetic wiſh he expreſſes for its 
welfare! O Jeruſalem ! Jeruſalem ! thou that 
= the prophets, and ſtoneſt them that 
are ſent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children, as an hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, but ye would 
not! This imagery, here employed by our 
Saviour, exhibiteth a moſt beautiful and 
affecting picture of tenderneſs * taken from 
"he - 


* This beautiful picture of tenderneſs is repreſented 
by Euripides, one of the moſt pathetic and inſtructive of 
all the Gree# poets : | 


NeooTo; wot: TTEUY GAS £40 TYTVQY e. Tread. ver. 740. 


And alſo by Oppian, with his uſual elegance and deli- 
cacy of poetical deſcription. 
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the anxious care and ſolicitude of parental 
affection. Not the moſt enthuſiaſtic Spartan; 
or Athenian, or the moſt frantic and extrava- 
cant lover of his country in the times of the 
republic of Rome, ever expreſſed the paſſion 
he cheriſhed for his country in a manner more 
animated, and in expreſſions more glowing, 
and eloquent than zheſe! Nay, ſo deſirous 
was he of the happineſs of his native country, 
and fo ſincerely did he wiſh well to its in- 
tereſts, that when he ſaw it immerſed in the 
moſt ſcandalous enormities, and all orders 
and ranks of men incorrigibly abandoned 
in principle and practice, it wounded his bene- 
volent heart with the acuteſt anguiſh and 
diſtreſs. The foreſight of that complicated 
deſtruction and ruin, to which their vices 
would inevitably doom them, and the blood- 
ſhed, devaſtation, and diſperſions to which 
their atrocious enormities would in no long 
time devote this once favoured people, filled 
his ſoul with the moit generous commiſeration 
and ſorrow, and forced from him a flood of 
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of Irsus CAHRISHT delineated. 11: 


tears. Ile beheld the city, and wept over it. 


When, from one of the ſurrounding hills, he 


had in full and immediate proſpect ſo large, 


flouriſhing and populous a city, which had for 


ſuch a ſeries of centuries been the peculiar 
care of heaven, where God had cauſed his 
name to dwell, over which he had ever pre- 


ſided in a ſingular manner, where he had 
cauſed his unity, perfections and worſhip to 
be acknowledged and celebrated, and a moſt 


magnificent temple to be erected ; when our 


bleſſed Lord had this grand metropolis in 
near proſpect lying before his view, he wept 


over it. When he reflected, how ſoon all 
that glory and grandeur, he was then ſurvey- 
ing, would be levelled in the duſt, the 


thought transfixed his compaſſionate and 
humane boſom, and the guſhing tear, tribu- 

tary at once to his exquilite ſenſibility and to 
his country's impending doom, ſtreamed from 
his eyes. And when the big paſſions, which 
laboured in his breaſt, permitted him to ſpeak, 
”- | he 


* Jeſus donne des marques de la plus grande tendreſſe 


a une ville, a un peuple, qui va le cruciſier. Ces pre- 
cieuſes larmes du Sauveur furent accompagnces de ces 


paroles, qui decouvrent a fond toute la bonte de Vame | 


du Seigneur, et toute la douleur dont elle toit penetrèe. 
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he ſaid: O that thou, even thou, hadſt known 


the things that belong to thy everlaſting peace ! 
| But now they are for ever hidden from thy eyes! 


Theſe inſtances abundantly demonſtrate 
our Saviour's unconquerable benevolence and 
love to his native country, and his moſt 
_ affectionate deſire to enſure it's beſt intereſts 
and happineſs *. Of this virtue, has he, in 
his own conduct, exhibited an illuſtrious pat- 
tern, and left us herein an example that we 
ſhould follow his ſteps. For did the Son of 
God ſo eminently befriend his country, fo 
indefatigably conſult its welfare, and fo ſedu- 
louſly labour to ſave it from ruin, it follows, 
That all who call themſelves his diſciples, 


| ſhould acquire and cultivate his patriotic 
ſpirit, do all in their power to benefit the 


ſociety to which they belong, and promote 
and eſtabliſh its utility and the conſervation 
of its privileges and bleſſings as far as duty 


and moral obligation require, If Jeſus Chriſt, 


upon all occaſions, manifeſted ſo tender and 
fo ardent an affection for a country, ſo de- 
praved 


a» 


* 


* Our Saviour with the greateſt propriety mioke adopt 
the language of Solon, as recorded by Diogenes Laertius : 


N Harpis, CoCondyxa ou eu o Kats 17% Diogenes Laer- 
tius, p. 30. Meibom. 1692. 
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of JrSsus CHRIST delineated, 113 
praved and irreclaimable as his was, certainly 
we ought, in imitation of ſo worthy and great 
an example, to confer as many benefits as 
poſſible upon that community and civil ſoci- 


ety in which we were born, and under which 
we are protected, and to do all in our power 


to encourage and extend that virtue which 
is the balwarke; and difcountenance and de- 


ſtroy that vice which is the ruin of any peo- 
ple. Of all ſocial duties, ſays Cicero, there 
is none more important, none more intereſting 
than thoſe we owe our country. Dear are 
our parents, dear our children, our relations, 


our friends: but our country comprehends 


all theſe charities „ and comprizes in it every 
thing that is valuable to us. And of this 

ſpecies of duty and ſocial obligation our Savi- 
our has ſet us a conſpicuous example. We 


may learn from the character of our divine 


Inſtructor, what it is our country requires of 
us, and the incumbent neceſſity of obeying 
thele requirements, as far as is conſiſtent with 
reaſon and virtue. If we propoſe herein our 
Saviour's example as a model for our imita- 


tion, we ſhall not cenſure and exaggerate 


ä —— 4 
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* Cart ſunt parentes, cart liberi, propinqui, fami- 
liares: ſed omnes omnium caritates a una complexa 
eſt. Cicero de Officiis. 
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national vices without doing every thing we 
can to reform and amend them. We ſhall 
not declaim upon the neceſſity of public inte 
grity and probity, before we are ſincerely | * 
good and uncorrupt ourſelves ; nor ſtigma- 
tize and load our ſuperiors with abuſe and 
calumny, before our principles and lives be ; 
irreproachable and uniformly regular and | 4 
Aupright. A life of inviolable purity and 
ſteady virtue is the only way in which we can!! 
pleaſe God, benefit ourſelves, befriend our | © 
country, and adorn our common chriſtianity, 


1 
4 


of JEsus CHRIST delincated, 115 


7 ” SOT. RL 


* 1 Crit. £ zebaviour to civil governors aud 
magiſtrates. 


Be O the civil governors and magiſtrates of 
£4 the ſtate, Jeſus Chriſt paid a due defe- 
rence and proper ſubmiſſion. He acknow- 
ledged the utility and neceſſity of their reſpec- 
tive ſtations and offices, and knew how im 
poſſible it is for any community to be admi- 
niſtered and regulated with any order and juſt 
decorum, where there are no proper perſons, 
endowed with authority to reward the good 
and puniſh the wicked. The excellent inſti- 
tution and dignity of theſe exalted civil ſta- 
tions our Saviour honoured, and both himſelf 
obeyed, and commanded his diſciples ſtrictly 
to obey all their righteous and legal injunc- 
tions. For theſe are his commands to his 
diſciples and to his audience. Then ſpake Jeſus | 
to the multitude and to his diſciples, ſaying : The 
ſcribes and phariſees fit in Moſes's ſeat : all, 
therefore, whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that 
_ obſerve and do, That is:“ The Jewiſh rabbies 
and Phariſces, tho? they themſelves be per- 
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ſons of profligate lives, and are avaricious 
and oppreſſive, cruel and vain-glorious, yet 


ſince they ſucceed Moſes and the prophets in 
their office of teaching and expounding the 


law of God, you ought to attend to their 


public teaching. What therefore theſe civil 
governors and religious inſtructors ſhall enjoin 


upon you out of the pure law of Moſes and 
agreeable to it, that hear you and carefully 
obey.” What Jeſus Chriſt cenſured in theſe 

great and dignified perſonages, was not the 
improper eminence of their ſtation, or the 

authority of their juridical injunctions but 
the protane and immoral lives they led, and 
the flagrant inconſiſtency there was between 


their precepts and their practice *. For the 


Scribes, who were the Jewiſh Clergy, impoſed 
upon the common people the moſt ſtrict and 


rigorous ſeverities, and inſiſted on their com- 
pliance not merely with all the rites and cere- 
monies of the law of Moſes, but with all the 

„„ tradi- 


* Le Seigneur conſerve aux Scribes et aux Phariſiens 


leur autorité, tant qu? ils ſont les miniſtres de Dieu, et qu“ 


ils prechent la doQrine de Moiſe. 11 veut que le peuple 


et ſes diſciples les ecoutent, mais il avertit en meme tems, 


et le peuple, et ſes diſciples, de fe garder de leurs mau- 
vais examples. Beauſobre Diſcours Hiſtorigues, Criti- 
ques, &c. Tom. x. p. 182. Edit. Haye, 1739. See allo 


Eraſmus et Maldonat in loc. 
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craditionary preſcriptions of their bigoted and 
ſuperſtitious rabbies, when they themlelves 
egregiouſly diſregarded, in their daily prac- 
tices, both the one and the other. It was not, 


therefore, the authority, by which they taught 


others, which our Saviour arraigned, this 


authority they derived from the conſtitution 


which Moſes had eſtabliſhed; it was not the 


rules of morality they inculcated upon the 
common people out of the law; but it was 
| ſolely againſt their wicked and inconſiſtent 
lives our Saviour cautioned his hearers. Theſe 
are his words: Whatſoever they bid you do, 
that obſerve and do—but do ye not after their 
 evorks, for they ſay and do not: for they bind 
heavy burdens, and grievous to be born, and lay 
them on mens ſhoulders, but they themſelves will 
nol move them with one of their fingers. Which 
Dr. Clarke thus paraphraſeth : * They ex- 
pound the law in the ſtricteſt and ſevereſt 
ſenſe, and impoſe upon other men the utmoſt 


rigour of its precepts, but they themſelves 


will not take the leaſt pains in practiſing thoſe 
great and moral duties which are of the higheſt 


importance and of eternal obligation.” It was 


not, therefore, the perſons and offices of civil 
governours and rulers among the Jews which 
Chriſt cenſured, theſe were regular, were ar- 
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ranged according to the inſtitutes of their 
law, and were ſupported by the ſtate. The 
civil conſtitutions were juſt, had they fulfilled 
the duties of them, and lived agrecably to 


their own inſtructions. But here they were 


ſcandalouſly detective. Their own conduct 


Was a ſatire upon their directions. But theſe 


our Saviour was ſo far from depriving of their 


authority, and reducing all ſtations and orders 
among them to an equality, that he commands 


his diſciples to render to them a proper ſub- 
miſſion and deterence, and obey their injunc- 


tions, as far as they were congruous to the 


law of God and the unchangeable obligations 


of truth and rectitude. 


Our Saviour was for making no civil alte- 
rations and changes in the fate, however 


corrupt and profiigate it then was. His deſign 
in coming into the world was not to change its 


civil governments, to innovate, and occaſion 
convullions and revolutions in ſtates, Man, 
who made me a ruler and divider among you? 
His intention was to reform the vices of al/ 


ſtations, and reclaim thoſe who filled them 
from their wicked practices. His ſentiments. 


manifeſtly appear from his anſwer to that in- 


ſidious queſtion they propounded to him 


Whether 
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Whether they ſhould pay tribute to the Roman 
Emperor or no,—He replied, Render unto 


Cæſar, the things that are Cæſar's, and unto 
God, the things that are God's” —intimating, 
2 O S 


that the duties which our country and civil 


Governors claim from us are no leſs incumbent 
obligations and offices than thoſe which God 


demands from us. In this explicit determi- 
nation the mind of our Lord 1s clearly evinced, 
As the prince protects our hives, guards our 


property, and patronizes our civil and religious 


liberties and privileges, he has equitable claims 


for the ſafety and protection he perpetuates to 
us, and no ſubject can infringe and violate - 
theſe reaſonable claims without violating duty 
and obligation. Chriſt's kingdom is not of 

this world; and Chriſtianity was never deſigned 
to make any alterations in civil and ſecular 

concerns. "Thoſe well-diſpoſed perſons, who 


at krit embraced it, remained in the very ſame 


Ration which they filled before their converſion. 
It never ſuperſeded the duties and obligations 
of the law of nature and civil ſociety. It 


always ſuppoſed them, and always confirmed 


and coerced them. Tribute, taxes, revenues, 
are neceſſary for the ſupport of a ſtate and 
the dignity of its governors. Theſe the laws 


of every form of civil government enjoin 
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upon the ſubject as equitable demands. The 
reaſonableneſs of theſe Chriſtianity has aſſerted, 
and the example of Chriſt corroborated and 
ſantified—For when the collectors of the 
cuſtoms came to the diſciples, and aſked, 
whether their maſter deſigned to pay the cuſ- 
| tomary tribute; our Lord admits the reaſon- 
ableneſs of the demand, but ſuch was his 
poverty that he was obliged to work a miracle 
before he could latisfy their claims. However 
a miracle he choſe to work rather than deny 
any reaſonable demands the ſtate might have 
upon him, and rather than omit the ſlighteſt 
Inſtance of duty. Hence we may learn, from 
our Saviour's example, to contribute, without 
murmuring and repining, to the ſupport of 
the dignity and honour of the prince and 
ſtare, and the obligation we are under of 
mak ing ſome juſt returns to our governors 
and rulers for their ſecurity of our pe erſons and 
properties, and their patronage of our civil 
and eager advantages. 
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SECT. XIV. 
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Chriſt's filial piety or dutifulneſs to his parents, 
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F Chriſt's filial piety and dutifulneſs to 
his parents we have ſeveral inſtances in 
the hiſtory of his life. Though he was the 

image of the inviſible God, the firſt-born of 

every creature, and had glory with the Father 
before the foundation of the world, yet when 

* he aſſumed our mortal nature, he conde- 
1 . ſcended to become ſubject to his earthly 
parents, and to ſubmit to their authority. 
And one deſign of this amazing humiliation 
was to teach young perſons“ love and reve- 
rence to their parents, and to requite the 
anxieties and ſorrows their helpleſs years oc- 1 
caſioned them, by every expreſſion of filial _ 1 
obedience and affection. We read that our 0 
Saviour at twelve years of age was endowed 5 1 
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with ſuch ſingular wildom as abe him ta | f 
: 1 diſpute bt 
* Ideo Dominus per omnem venit ætatem, et infan- | i 

tibus infans factus, ſanctificans infantes: in parvulis 
parvulus, ſanctificans hanc ipſam habentes ætatem, ſimul 
85 exemplum illis pietatis effectus et juſtitiæ et ſubjecti- 1 
onis: in juvenibus juvenis, exemplum juvenibus fiens, | "rob 
et ſanctificans domino, Treneus, p. 161. Edit, Grave. | 1 tha 
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diſpute with the Jewiſh rabbies in the temple; 
whom he aſtoniſhed with his learning and the 
enquiries he propounded to them, Yet though 
he was poſſeſſed of this fund of divine know- 


ledge, he went down with his parents from 


Jeruſalem, where they had been celebrating 


the paſſover, and returned to Nazareth and 
was ſubject to them. Though in his perſon 
_ dwelt all the fulineſs of divinity, and his mind 
was ſtored with all the treaſures of celeſtial 


wiſdom, he, notwithſtanding, ſubmitted him- 


{elf to the authority of his indigent and obſcure 
parents, and executed their commands with 
alacrity and delight. Where can young perſons 
learn that dutiful reſpect and becoming ſub- 
miſſion, which they owe their parents, in a 
more perſuaſive and cogent manner, than from 
the amiable example of the Son of God, who, 

| though he was in the beginning with God, 
and was higher than the Angels, yet ſtooped 


to the humbleſt offices of duty and obe- 


dience. It is not to be doubted, the primitive 


fathers are unanimous in aſſerting it, that he 


learned his father's occupation, and exerciſed 
it till he was thirty years of age—at which 
Luke informs us he entered upon his public 

miniſtry. Before he inſtituted this great office 


and openly aſſumed the character of the 
| 8 Meſſiah, 


— 
8 
wt 
$3; 
ar» 
Go. 
ons 
4 
* 2 
5 
25 * 
+ . 
„ 9 
© 98 
{ob 
8 7 
1< ui 
* 
. ral 
4, 72 7 
3 
* T2 
MA 
POE 
* * 
* . 
4 % 
Fa 
} 4 
* 
*. 
4 


72 
* 

Nr 
* * 
Sf 
0" 

4 Ne 
be 
IHE 
+ * 
1 
2 
4 is 
* 
30 
7 
1 BEN 
3 
3 
25 3 
* 4 
+ 4 
FS 


of Jrsus CnrisT delineated. 123 


MeMah, he worked to ſupport the indigence 
of the family, and to relieve his parents in 


their penurious circumſtances. By this con- | 
deſcenſion ſhowing to all the excellence and 
lovelineſs of true humility, and to young 
_ perſons, in particular, the indiſpenſable duty 


of contributing to the ſupport and comfort of 


their parents, whenever they happen to be not 
in the moſt aMuecnt circumſtances, 


But againſt what I have been obſerving 


concerning our Saviour's dutiful regards to 


his parents, there have been ſome objections _ 
adyanced—and, in particular, our Saviour 
has been charged with behaving diſreſpectfully 


to his mother. The firſt objection is founded 


upon a paſſage in the ſecond chapter of St. 
John, where our Saviour at his firſt entrance 
upon his miniſtry was deſired by his mother 
to work a miracle, and convert the water 
into wine—but was anſwered in theſe terms, 
Woman! what have I to do with thee! TO 
invalidate this objection, let it be obſerved, 
that nothing is more erroneous than to argue 


that the forms of addreſs, which in the preſent 


age appear diſreſpectful, muſt in all ages have 


been ſo, eſpecially, ſince there is nothing more 
different than the modes and forms of ſpeak- 
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ing which obtain in different nations. For 


though this language of Chriſt, calling his 
mother, woman, offend modern refinement 
and delicacy, yet it conveyed nothing harſh 


and diſreſpectful, and was never interpreted, 


as a degrading appellation, by the perſon to 


whom it was uted, in the age in which our 
Saviour lived, iince we find in the politeſt 
Greek and Roman writers the ſame form of 


ſpeaking addreſſed to queens, princeſſes, and 


ladies of the firſt rank and diſtinction *. 


A ſecond paſſage, which has been perverted 


into à proof that our Saviour was wanting in 
filial and fraternal regards to his mother and 
to his brethren occurs in the twelfth chapter 
of St. Matthew. Here we read, that while 
he was engaged in diſcourſing to the multi- 


tude, he was informed by a perſon, that his 


mother and his brethren were waiting without, 
deliring to ipeak to him. Upon which infor- 
mation theſe objectors ſay he diſcovered an 


unworthy incivility and want of reſpect, for 


inſtead of haltening to embrace them, and of 
immediately 1ntorming himſelf concerning the 
1 .- affairs 


Mi i. " _—_— 


* Vid. Z/coyli Perſæ, ver. 625. Aſchyli Agamemmnon, 
ver. 325, 359. Dio Caſſius, p. 642. 786, 787. Edit. 
Reimar. Hamburg. 1750. 8 
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affairs about which they wanted to conſult 


him, he ſlighted the meſſage, and with in- 


difference replied to the meſſage o is my 
mother, and who are my brethren ! But the ob- 


jection will totally vaniſh if we attend to the 


paſſage itſelf on which it is grounded. For 
there it is manifeſt, that the reaſon why our 


Saviour did not leave the uſeful employment 


in which he was then engaged, upon being 


made acquainted that his mother and his 
brethren were waiting without, but anſwered 


in this abrupt manner, was owing to the 


_ favourable opportunity this incident gave him 


of inculcating a leſion of uſeful inſtruction 


upon his audience, in afluring them, how in- 
finitely more dear to himielt be ſhould eſtcem 


that relationſhip that was founded in the love 


and obedience of God. And he anſwered 
and ſaid to him that told him: Who is my 


mother, and who are my brethren ? Then 
turning to his diſciples and ſtretching out his 


hands over them, he laid —Behold my mother 1 
behold my brethren! For every perſon, who 


ſincerely loves God and obeys his will, is 
united to me by more ſtrong and intimate 
bonds than the cloſeſt ties of blood can form. 
IW hoſoever doih the will of my Father who is in 


heaven, the ſame 7s my Os ond /, Mer, aud 


mother, 


There 
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There is yet another paſſage which hath 
been conſtrued to the ſiniſer purpoſe of prov- 
ing our Saviour's want of affection and regard 


to his parents. This paſſage is in the eleventh 
chapter of St. Luke, and requires only to be 
cited to refute the charge. It happened as 
our Saviour was inſtructing his audience in 
the doctrines of his religion, that a woman, 
charmed with his divine diſcourſe, cried out 
with tranſport: Bleſſed is the womb that bare 
thee, and the breaſts which thou haſt ſucked ! 
from which our Saviour took occaſion, 
not ſurely to ſpeak contemptibly of his parents, 
but to teach his hearers the ſuperior bleſſed- 
neſs of thoſe who obeyed the will of God. 
| Yea rather bleſſed are ther that hear the word of 
Cod and keep it 5 


The tenderneſs and greatneſs of our Savi- 


our's love to his mother appears from that 


demonſtration he gave of it in his laſt ſuf- 


ferings, When he ſaw her from the croſs 


diſſolved in tears, he affectionately recom- 
mended her to the care of his beloved diſ- 
ciple. Now there ſtood by the croſs of Jeſus 


his mother. When Jeſus therefore ſaw his 
Mother and the diſciple ſtanding, whom he 


loyed, he ſaid to his mother: Behold thy 
85 5 Ys ſon, 
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ſon. Then faith he to the diſciple : Behola 
thy. mother. That is; it was our Lord's 
dying requeſt to his amiable friend, that he 
would ' treac her, as ſoc was now a widow, 
as his own mother. And the Evangeliſt adds, 
from that hour that diſciple took her to his 
own home. An affecting inſtance this of our 
Lord's filial piety and love in jo tenderly 
recommending his mother to a moſt amiable 
perſon, his ſelec and deareſt friend, whom 
he knew to be poſſeſſed of d iſtinguiſhed bene⸗ 
volence and goodneſs of heart“. 


This example certainly of es Res 
dutifulneſs and filial affection ſhould inſtruct 
5 = all 


Le caractere diſtinctif de St. Jean, c'eſt la doveeny et 
la charite. Elle eclatte dans tous ſes ëcrits: et de la ſans 
doute la tendre affection dont J. Chriſt Phonora, et qui 
lui a fait donner le plus glorieux de tous les titres, c'eſt 
celui de diſciple que Feſus aimoii, Il a meme eu cet 
honneur, qu'il n'a partage avec aucun des diſciples de 
J. Chriſt: cet qu? étant le ſeul qui Pait ſuivi juſqu? 
a ſa croix, et que Pait vi expirer, il eſt auſſi le ſeul à qui 
le Seigneur ait conhe le ſoin de ia Sainte Mere, en leur 
adreſſant a l'un et a autre ces paroles, que ſont les vives 
expreſſions de ia tendreſſe, Femme, woila vitre fils: Fils, 
Voilà võtre mere. On diroit, qu'il veut conſoler la Sainte 
Vierge, en lui donnant pour fils en fa place celui de tous 
ſes diſciples qu'il aimoit le plus. Beauſoebre Diſcours 
Hiſtoriques, Critigucs, c. Tem. ix. p. 31, 82. Edit. 
Hape. 17 39. | 
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all young people to prevent and leſſen, as 
much as poſſible, their parents ſorrows, and 


by every act of duty and tenderneſs to increaſe 


their joy and happineſs. If the ſon of God 


behaved in this ſubmiſſive and affectionate 
manner to his earthly parents, it becomes us 


to imitate herein ſo lovely and engaging an 
example, and in the ſteady courſe of an in- 
duſtrious, ſober, and virtuous life to make 
the beſt returns we can to our parents; we can 
never make them ſufficient returns and in all 


our actions to conſult their eaſe, comfort, and 


happineſs, eſpecially in their declining years. 
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SECT; XV. 


The meekneſs of Chriſt. 


HE character of Jeſus Chriſt affords 


the world an example of the greateſt 


benefit and uſefulneſs. His life is a perfect 


model of every virtue that can adorn human 
nature and render it amiable and happy. He 


exhibited a ſpecimen not of ſuch things as 
are uncommon and amazing and difficult to. 
be practiſed, tranſcending human abilities, 
diſcouraging men's beſt endeavours to attain 
them, and filling them with deſpondency ; 
but of ſuch virtues as are common and fami- 
liar, of an inviting and friendly aſpect, encou- 
raging and eaſily attainable, ornamental of 
human nature and perfective of its happineſs. 


The graces and virtues, with which his life 
was eminently adorned, were benevolence and 


meeknels, patience and peaceableneſs, con- 
tentment and moderation, and a glorious 
_ enlargedneſs and elevation of ſoul, Theſe 


lovely endowments of mind ſhone forth in his 


character in all their moſt powerful attrac- - 
tions, and commanded the veneration and 
os K e lde 
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love of every virtuous and well diſpoſed per- 


lon with whom he converſed. Among this 
molt conſpicuous aſſemblage of virtues, which 
combine to form our Saviour's character, his 
MEEKNESS diſplays itſelf with a ſingular and 
moſt engaging radiance. His boſom was per- 
fectly free from all turbulent commotions and 


outrageous paſſions. He was above every 
provocation, except what determined impeni- 
tence and an hardneſs of heart, which nothing. 
could penetrate and ſoften, gave him *. This, 
is 


WIR — 


4 When in ſome paſſages of the New Teftament, ſays 
Dr. Fo/ter, anger is aſcribed to Chriſt, it never denotes 


that wild and extravagant paſſion, thoſe tranſports of 
rage, that confuſion and perturbation of thought, that 


_ thirſt after revenge and blood, which are too uſual marks 
and diſcoveries of anger in precipitate and ungoverned 


tempers, and drive humanity and mercy from the heart 


of man; but a generous indignation againſt fin. His 


_ reſentment was not levelled at the perſon of the offender, 


but at his diflimulation, perfidiouſneſs, cruelty, and other 
crimes, which are juſtly and highly offenſive to the wiſe 


and virtuous. We are therefore expreſly told, that while 


he looked round about on the Phariſees with anger, he 
was grieved for the hardneſs of their hearts: his ſoul 


was at the ſame time open to kind impreſſions, and he 


generouſly pitied their unhappy depravity. So that 


eur bleſſed Saviour's benevolence was as incapable of 


being obſcured by violent and diſordered paſſions, as it 
was of being leflened by injuries, or diſcouraged by ths 
fear of death. Dr, Foſter's Sermons, Vol. ili. p. 205. 
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as he ſpoke? and acted in the character of a 


Reformer and Lawgiver, would ſometimes 
inflame him with an holy indignation, but it was 
not againſt the perſons of men but their enor- 
mities. Harmony, peace, and the mild and 
gentle diſpoſitions appear to have been in- 
throned in his heavenly mind, and all the cen- 
ſures and reprozches of an hard-judging world 
never diſcompoſed the calm ſerenity of his 


boſom. He was always in the true poſſeſſion 
of himſelf, collected in his virtue, apprehen- 


ſive of injuries and contumelious treatment, 


and prepared to meet the ſtorm, whenever it f 
ſhould tall, with compoſure and firmneſs of 


mind, All the calumny and cruelty of his 


perſecutors could never force from him the 


leaſt petulance or peeviſhneſs. Their endea- 


vours to traduce his character and ruin his 


uſefulneſs, were loſt upon him he ſhowed a 
mind ſuperior to their low invidious dcligns, 
and all the virulence and fury of a malicious 


and wicked world could never move him from 


the calm ſteady path of his duty. Though 


the Jews employed ſpies to catch him in his 
words, and practiſed every inſidious and baſe 
expedient to draw him into their ſnares and 
deſtroy him, yet this atrocious conduct, 
e he pertectiy knew it, did not exaſ- 
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perate his ſpirit, or excite any indignation 
and painful uneaſineſs of mind he received 
theſe meſſengers without upbraiding them, 


and diſmiſſed them totally diſarmed of their 


inveteracy againit him, and captivated with 
the admiration of his wiſdom and goodneſs. 
Then ſaid the high prieſts and ſcribes to theſe 


agents: Na have ye not brought tim? The 
officers anſwered, Never man ſpake like this 


man!] Though the bigated and enraged Jews 
offered him the ae, inſult it was in their 
power to offer his credentials, by attributing 


his miraculous operations to a compact and 
confederacy with the devil, yet this greateſt _ 
of all provocations diſturbed not the calm 


tranquility of his mind, but without any re- 
ſentment he coolly demonſtrated to them the 


abſurdity of ſuch an argument, from the 
moral impoſſibility that any malevolent ſpirit 
ſhould concur in effecting miracles, ſuch as 


his were, of mercy, goodneſs, and public 


uſefulneſs. Though the Jews attempted to : 


diſcredit his reputation as a divinely commiſ- 


ſioned prophet, and prevent his acceptance 


with the multitude, by alledging that he pro- 


faned the ſabbath and ſuffered his diſciples to 
profane it, yet we find him defending himſelf 
againſt theſe malevolent cenſures in a manner 


that 


of Jesus CurisT delineated, 133 


that ſhews him to have been free from every 
tendency to be incenſed or irritated. The 
Apoſtle obſerves, That he endured the contra- 
diction of ſinners againſt himſelf. He bore it 
with a calm and philoſophic ſerenity of mind, 
and with: a placid and. entire reſignation to 
God. And another Apoſtle obſerves, in giv- 


ing his reader a comprehenſive ſummary of 
his character : That when he was reviled, he 


reviled not again, when he ſuffered, he threat- 
ned not. All the barbarous and opprobrious 
treatment he experienced could not induce 


him to return it, or cauſe him to deſcend to 


any vindictive methods of retaliation. He 


choſe not to recriminate, to bring a railing 


accuſation againſt the bittereſt of his enemies. 


He generouſly forgave them, he prayed that 


God would forgive them! His own peace- 
able inoffenſive conduct is the brighteſt illul- 
tration of that divine precept he enjoined upon 
all his followers : To love their enemies, to bleſs 


them that curſed them, to do good to them that 
hate us, and to pray for them that deſpitefully 


uſe us and perſecute us. This precept he beau- 


tifully and uniformly exemplitied | in his own 
conduct, was cver cautious of giving unneceſ- 


fary offence inſtead of kindling men's worſt 
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paſſions into a flame, he endeavoured to allay 
and extinguiſh them; inſtead of being impla- 
cable and unforgiving, paſſionate and revenge- 
ful, he made the forgiveneſs of human injuries 
an indiſpenſable condition of the divine for- 
giveneſs. If you forgive not men their treſ- 
paſſes, neither will your heavenly father forgive 
you your treſpaſſes. Such was the meekneis, 


the calm, ſerene, compoſed, inoffenſive dil- 
polition of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Nor was this meekneſs merely diſplayed in 


the ordinary tenor of life, it was much more 


diſplayed in his ſufferings and death. For be 


was brought as a lamb to the flauzhter, and as 


a ſheep before ber ſocarers is dumb, ſo he opened 


not his mouth. Unſpotted Innocence as he 


s, yet he made no public defence of that 
e knowing chat nothing but his blood 


would ſatiate the ſanguinary malice and odium 
of his judges, and therefore without one mur- 


muring word, wWichout one repining thought, 


he calmly ſubmitted himſelf to death, even 


the death of tlie crols, And what i is the moſt 
aſtoniſhing circumſtance i in his death, and at 


the ſame time the moſt amazing proof of his 
lenity and compaſſion, he even prays with his 
dying 


J ͤ . wr as © 


dying breath for his murderers*; alledging to 
heaven the only extenuation of their guilt, of 


which it was capable : Father, forgive them, 


for they know not what they do 


In this great regard have we in the lite of 
Chriſt an example very highly worthy our 
conſtant imitation. When provocations and 


injuries of any kind and any degree aſſail us, 


let us conſider how our Lord acted in the 


ſame circumſtances. Shall I ſuffer any little 
inſult that may be offered me to tranſport me 
into ſinful anger and vindictive reſentment, 


when the bleſſed Redeemer of the world fo 
calmly ſuſtained the greateſt, and endured the 
. con- 


__ . * ͤ 


Ex hoc autem quod Dominus in cruce dixerit : 


Pater dimitte eis, non enim ſciunt guod faciunt, longa- 


nimitas, et patientia, et miſericordia, et bonitas Chriſti 
oſtenditur, ut ipſe et pateretur, et ipſe excuſaret eos qui 


ſe malè tractaſſent. Verbum enim Dei quod nobis dixit: 
Diligite inimicos veſtros, et orate pro eis gui vos oderunt, 
ipſe hoc fecit in cruce, in tantum diligens humanum 


genus, ut etiam pro his qui ſe interficerent, poſtularet. 


Jrenaus adverſus Hæreſes, p. 247. Edit. Grabe, Oxon. 
Le Philoſophe Gree pardonna non ſeulement a ſes 


cCalomniateurs et à {es juges iniques, mais il les pria de 


traicer un jour ſes enfans comme lui-meme, s'ils étaient 


alſez heureux pour meriter leur haine comme lui: le 
Legiflateur des Chretiens, infiniment ſuperieur, pria ſon 
pere de pardouner a ſes ennemis. Traite ſur la Tele- 


Farce, p. 144. Ed. 1765. 
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contradiction of finners! Shall I ſuffer my 
paſſions to kindle into an unhallowed flame 
with every mean ſpark that may light upon 
them, when my Saviour, in the greateſt pro- 
vocations, ever preſerved ſuch undiſturbed 
ſerenity and compoſure of mind ! Shall my 
peace of mind lie at the mercy of the tem- 
pers of my fellow creatures, when my Re- 
deemer hath ſet me ſuch an amiable pattern 
of ſelf- government and leit-poſſeſtion 3 
the'e reflections ought every one, who names 
the name of Chriſt, to form himſelf into a 
reſemblance of the temper and character ot 
his Saviour. 


2 

1 
YH * 
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of Jesus Cunrsm delineated. 137 


S ECT. XVI. 


Chriſt's contentment. 


— —— — - 
— 0” 
* — n = —_— — — : 2 


ONTENTMENT is a virtue that ſnines ho 
4 with ſignal luſtre in the life of Chriſt, Dt. 
Though from a ſtation of the higheſt glory in = WH. 
heaven he was depreſſed into a ſtate of great 
meannel; and indizence on earth, yet we never 
hear him uttering any uneaſy complaints at 
the diſpenſations of the Almighty, or inti- 
mating the leaſt diſſatisfaction with the ob- 
ſcurity of his condition and the penury of his _ 
circumſtances. Though he was deſtitute of 
the accommodations and comforts of this life, 
and endured the evils of worldly affliction, 
poverty and contempt, yet he envied not the 
ſaperior rank and poſſeſſions of others, and 
never was known to indulge any querulous 
murmur; under all the complicated diſtreſſes 
in which he was involved. With pious and 
placid ſerenity he acquieſced in the all-wiſe 
allotments of bis heavenly Father, and diſ- 
covered only a ſolicitude to perform the duties 
of that ſtation which God had aſſigned him. 
Puring his public miniftry he ſubſiſted on the 
e cCharity _—_ 
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charity and benevolence of his friends, deſti- 
tute of all riches and poſſeſhons of his own, 
and perfectly eaſy and content to be fo. He 
placed not his happineſe, as thouſands do, in 
the pomp and ee of this world's great- 
neſs, thou nt that hun : happineſs did not 
conſiſt in the abundance of the things that any 
man poſſeſſed, or any way reſulted from a 
ſation of ſuperior opulence and diſtinction. He 
knew that happinels was a mental thing, had 
its feat in the heart and in moderation of deſire, 
and was not connected with any thing external, 
He was fo far from thinking high fations pro- 
ductive cither of happineſs or virtue, that he 

rather ſeems to think them the ſepulebres of 

both, to pity thoſe who filled them, as being 
neceſſarily expoſed to greater temptations than 
thoſe to which others in inferior ſtations are 
ſubjected - expreſsly declaring that few of ſuch 
would be ſaved. —— Would we know the amiable- 
nels of a contented diſpoſition, and the hap- 
pineſs it throws over the mind, we have no 
brigater an exemplar than the temper and 
diſpoſition of Chriſt, We ſee in him that the 
bleſſed fruits of contentment are a ſerene and 
' placid mind, always in the true poſſeſſion of 
itlelf, and diſpoſed to view every incident and 


Cir cumſtance or human lite 1 in the moſt favour- 
able 


f Jesus CunisT delineated. 139 


able point of light, We behold the Son of 
God leading a lite of poverty and contempt, 
yet perfectly tranquil and reſigned under it. 


We ſee him deſtitute of many of the con- 


veniencies and enjoyments of life, yet con- 
tented. We ſee him leading an erratic life, 
living on charity, and reduced to great diſtreſs, 
yet never querulous, never arraigning the 
divine diſpoſals, but in every ſcene and cir- 
cumſtance ſhowing a mind ever calm, ever 
compoſed, full of love to God and love to 


men, infinitely elevated above this world 


and all its vain and tranſitory enjoyments. 
He had no ſolicitous cares and anxious 


thoughts, as many have, tormenting him 
from one day to another : What he ſhould 
eat! what he ſhould drink! what he ſhould 
wear ! how he ſhould diverſify his meals, and 


what he ſhould get for a change. Nature's 
real wants are few, and for the ſupply of theſe 
he depended on the providence and goodneſs 


of God, who raiſed up pious and benevolent. 


friends to miniſter to his neceſſities. Such 


were his penurious and indigent circumſtances, 
that he declares, J hat the foxes had holes, and 


the birds of the air had neſts, but the ſon of man 


bad no where to lay his head. It has becn men- 
tioned before, that when the collectors of 


the 
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140 The LIr E and CHARACTER 
the cuſtoms came to demand his proportion 
of the tribute, ſuch was his worldly ſituation, 
that he could not ſatisty their demands upon 
him, without firſt working a miracle —for he 
ſent Peter to the ſea- ſide, and bade him open 
the mouth of the firſt fiſh he ſhould catch, 
which fiſh he knew, by his comprehenſive 
knowledge of nature, had lately ſwallowed a 
piece of money—this he commanded him to 
bring, and pay to the tax-gatherers—Now if 
the Sow of God, ſays a pious writer *, ſub- 
mitted to the loweſt and pooreſt condition, 
and bore it with fo much evenneſs and tran- 
quillity of mind, well may we, if God ſhould 
call us to it. If he, who was heir of all 
things, was thus deſtitute of all things, and 
content to be fo, ſhall we murmur and repine, 
and accuſe God's providence when we are in 
the ſame circumſtances ? If the all-wife diſ- 
poſer and governor of the world ſhould ſee fit 
to involve us in diſtreſs and indigence, beſides 
the other common motives to reſignation, we 
have an additional argument to contentment 
and ſubmiſſion in the life and behaviour of 
Chriſt, and may learn from his amiable and 
inſtructive example to bear them with a con- 
tented and reſigned giſpoſition. 


„„ 


Arebliſeap bee . "ol. viii. Edit. 12m0, 
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SECT. XVII. 


Chriſt's Self-denial, 


\ELF-DENIAL is another virtue, which 
ſhines with ſignal luſtre in the Character 
of Chriſt. This is a virtue extremely bene- 


ficial to human nature, propitious to all her 
powers, and productive of unipeakable ad- 


vantages in the conduct of life. Conſidering 


ourſclves perpetually ſurrounded with many 
temptations, and our virtue and happineſs 
expoſcd to the aſſaults of many unlawful ſollici- 


tations and deſires, and conſidering that the 


unreſtrained gratifications of our appetites 
would involve us in many dreadful inconve- 
niencies and miſeries, ſelf-denial is a moſt 
friendly and neceſſary virtue, highly fit to be 
ſteadily practiſed at all times, and to be re- 


garded by us as one of the moſt ſalutary 
duties of human life. It would be found, 
upon a careful examination, that by far the 


greateſt part of the evils of human life proceed 


from want of ſelf-government and the due 
regulation of our deſires. The unbounded 


indulgence of our ſenſual propenſities, the 
. | gra- 
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gratification of our intemperate deſires the 
moment they are excited, the rejection of 
nothing to which we are prompted by hbidi- 
nous and luxurious appetite, 1s a molt miſerable 
degradation of human nature, ſinks a rational 
being into a brute, and 1s attended with the 
moſt pernicious conſequences both with regard 


to body and mind, fame and fortune, time 
and eternity. To repreſs and regulate theſe 


deſires, is a duty to which all the % and 
good in every age and nation of the world have 
unanimouſly exhorted us, and have inculcated 


the wiſdom of doing fo, all of them by their 
precepts, and a very conſiderable number by 


their examples. The Stoics, in particular, 
greatly valued themſelves upon the ſtrict ob- 
ſervance of this virtue, but carried it to an 
unjuſtifiable and romantic extravagance, far 
tranſcending human nature and human attain- 


ments. Inſtead of exhibiting this virtue to 
the world in an amiable light, they brought 


it into contempt by the rigorous auſterities 
they practiſed. 


The mortification of our appetites and 
deſires is with infinitely more advantage and 
ſucceſs taught us by our Saviour, in whom 
this virtue did not degenerate into any thing 

5 - ol 
1 6 


of Jrsus CHRIST delineaied. 143 


that was rigidly and ſuperſtitiouſly auſtere. h 1 
Self-denial, as inſtituted by him, is not above 105 
human nature, but greatly ornamental and 
perfective of it. It is obſerved of John the 
Baptiſt that he practiſed ſome religious ſeveri- 19 
ties which met with vaſt applauſe, as they | _ 
| 
; 


= 
— — 


and enthuſiaſtic peculiarities, but lived among 
men in an open, free, familiar manner. He 
placed not moral virtue and chriſtian duty in 
| 8 > 
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always will *, from a ſuperiutious multitude þ it 
but that our Saviour ce eating and drinks Ml 
ing from which the mouth of ſlander and = 
bigotry took occaſion to traduce him as a i | 
wine-bibber and a companion of publicans | 4 
and ſinners. Which circumſtance in our UAE 
Saviour's hiſtory ſhews us, that he did not i x 
affect any ſingularities in his diet, converle, = 
and behaviour different from the common 1 1 
uſage of the world, and choſe not to diſtin- 1 ! | 
guiſh himſelf from others by any unnatural KN 
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* Auſterite, qui attire aux hommes Padmiration des 
peuples, et qui donne une haute opinion de leur ſainteté. 
Auſſi plütôt par condeſcendance pour les préjugez et la 
foibleſſe des peuples, que par le mérite et Pexcellence 
des mortifications exterieares, que Jean Batiite choiſit ce 
genre de vie. Le Célibat, les Abſtinences, les Jeunes; 
tout cet extérieur de Devotion frappera toũjours Peſprit 
des peuples. Beauſobre Remarques Hiſtoriques, Critiques, 
Ten, ix. p. 254, 255. Edie 1739. 
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any thing myſteriouſly gloomy, rigid, and 
aſtoniſhing, did not ſtudy to captivate and 
amaze thoſe with whom he converſed by any 


fanatical and ſanctimonious extravagancies, 


he only denied himſelf in things which the 


rules of religion interdicted and the duties of 


his ſtation prohibited. He aſſures us himſelf 
that he came not from heaven among men to 


do bis own will—he did not aſſume human 
nature to gratify any ſenſual unworthy deſires, 
and follow the lead and guidance of animal 


propenſities. He did not deſcend on earth to 


ſtudy his own pleaſure and follow the bent of 


paſſion, and indulge the cravings of appetite. 
The Apoſtle obſerves, that Chriſt pleaſed not 


himſelf. That is, he did not ſtudy ſoft indul- 
gences, he did not ſuffer his heart and his 


virtue to be at the mercy of his paſſions, did 


not purſue theſe abject and groveling enjoy- 
ments, did not ſuffer his ſoul to be debaſed 
with pleaſures of this kind. The Apoſtle 


adds: Neither ſought he his own glory. Though 
he was originally the Former of all things and 


the Lord of the creation, yet he did not, like 
the monarchs and ſovereigns of the world, 
eſtabliſh a ſplendid court, call around him 


every pleaſure which opulence can purchaſe 
and imagination form, and laviſh his power 


and 
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and greatneſs upon thoſe elegancies and lux- 
uries which princes and potentates commonly 
regard as the ſummit of worldly glory and 


| happineſs. Far from this. Though univerſal 


nature was at his command, he did not ranſack 
it for any pleaſures of this abject nature. He 
deſpiſed them, and taught us to deſpiſe them. 
If theſe pleaſures and joys conſtituted the 
ſupreme good and felicity of man, and there 
were no enjoyments greater and better than to 
ſatisfy appetite, to gratify every riſing deſire, 
and yield the heart to every ſoft-inviting 


pleaſure, had theſe things been the height of 
human bliſs, would not the Son of God have 


confirmed by the ſanction of his authority 


the ſyſtem of Epicurus, and enjoined theſe 
things upon us both by precept and example ? 


But when we ſee our bleſſed Saviour, who had 
the univertal ſcope of the creation at his 
1 command, purſuing none of thele things, 
intent upon no pleaſures of this kind, prac- 
tiſing a conſtant ſelf-denial in regard to thoſe 
things which men ſcek with ſuch avidity, 
what judgment are we to form of theſe things, 


- what judgment has our Lord's example taught 
us to form of them ?—It maniteltly teaches 


us to mortify our corrupt affections, not to be 
conformable to this world in its pleaſures and 
I. notions 
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notions of happineſs, to deny ourſelves every 
gratification that tranſgreſſes the limits of 
virtue and temperance, to keep our paſſions 
and appetites under virtuous diſcipline, and 
by a regular continence, abſtemiouſneſs, and 
ſelf-denial, to preſerve ourſelves always in a 
proper ſtate both of mind and body for the 
active duties and ſervices of life. If any man 
will be my diſciple, let him DENY HIMSELF, 
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Cbriſt's conſtancy and patience under ſufferings. 


\ONSTANCY and patience under ſuf— 
A ferings are virtues which appear very 


inuſtrioully in the life of Chriſt, His exam- 


ple in this regard is recommended to Chriſ- 
tians by St. Peter. This is thankworthy, if 
a man for conſcience towards God, endure grief, 


ſuffering wrongfully : for what glory is it, if 


when Je be buffeted for your faults, ye ſhall 


take it patiently ? but if when you do well and 


ſuffer for it, you take ſuch ſuffering patiently, 
this is acceptable with God. For even hereunto 
were ye called, becauſe Chriſt in this manner 
ſuffered for us, leaving us an example that ye 
ſhould follow his fleps. Here the Apoitle pro- 


poſes the character of Chriſt as a pattern to 
Chriſtians of devout patience and compoſure 


of mind under injurious treatment and unde- 


ſerved ſufferings. The difficulty of this virtue 


is acknowledged, but the great example of 
Chriſt ſhows it not to be unattainable. Our 


Saviour was not like many of the antient phi- 


loſophers, who in an hour of health and prol- 
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perity delivered admirable diſcourſes on the 
ſubject of enduring afflictions with philoſophic 
tranquility, of ſuffering the calumnies and re- 
proaches of the world with unmoved com- 
polure, and ſupporting adverſity and pain 
with unſhaken firmneſs and fortitude—but as 
ſoon as theſe evils ſeized them, betrayed the 


molt abject puſillanimity and moſt ſervile 


dejection of ſpirit, from the elevation of theſe 
exalted ſentiments ſinking into the abyſs of 


melancholy and deſpondency. For example, 
with what irreſiſtible eloquence and dignity 


of ſentiment and language does Cicero reaſon 


us into fortitude and the contempt of the evils 
of lite and the fears of death? How many 


cogent and perſuaſive arguments does he 


aſſemble and arrange to evince the abſurdity and 
folly of complaining under pain and ſorrow, 


which can ſerve only to aggravate and inflame 
them, and how excellently does he diſcourſe 


on the duty and decency of meeting the various 


ſtorms of life with an erect and ſerene counte- 


nance, and calmly reſerving ourſelves to the 


return of brighter and happier days“? Yet 
it is well known, when this rhetorician, who 


could 


* Sec his excellent diſcourſe in the Tu/culan Qucſticus, 


Lib, z. De agr.tudine leniendg. 


5 


3 
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could perſuade others with all the energy and 
powers of oratory to exert their fortitude in 
the various diſtreſſes of human life, was him- 
ſelf involved in trouble, he gave proofs of 
the molt contemptible diſpiritednels *, and 
diſcovered an eleminate weakneſs, cowardice 
and melancholy which juſtly expoſed him to 
the banter and derifion of his friends and the 


world. Not ſo the ſon of God. As he recom- 


mended and 1nculcaced no virtue, but what 
he exemplified himſelf, ſo neither did he 
exhort men to conſtancy and patience under 


Pg calum- 


— 


of Gays Lis friend Suldictis to him in that con ſolatory 
jetter he wrote to him on the death of Ju Noll te 
obliviſci Ciceronem elle, et eum, qui aliis conſueris præ- 
cipere, et dare conſilium. neque imitare malos medicos, 
qui in alienis morbis profitentur tenere fe mediciy * ſcien- 
tiam, ipſi ſe curare non poſſunt: fed potius quiz aliis 
tute præcipere ſoles, ture tibi ſubjice, atque apud ani- 
mum propone He adds Vidimus al:quorics fecundam 
pulcherrime te ferre fortunam, magnamque ex ci re te 
laudem apiſci fac aliquando intelligamus, adverſam 
quoque te æquè ferze poſſe, neque id majus, quam debeut, 
tibi onus videri: ne ex omnibus virtutibus hac una tibi 
videatur deeſſe. Epiſtolæ ad Famil. Lib. 4. Epif. v. 
p. 668, Edit. Schrevel. Cicero himiclf ingenuouſly 
owns this his weakneſs and pulillanimity, Nam #f quiſ- 
quam eſt timidus in magnis periculoſiſque rebus, ſem- 
perque magis adverſos rerum exitus metuens, quam 
ſperans ſecundos, is ego ſum: et ſi hoc vitium ett, eo 


me non carere confiteor. Epiſt. Famil. Lib, 6. £pift. 
iv. p. 088, Ear. Schrevel, 
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calumny, injury, and unmerited ſuffering, 


without firſt inſtructing them by his own 


behaviour under them. Ven he ſuffered, ſays 


the Apoitle, be threatned not. He ſupported 


it with ſerene compoſure, and diſcovered no 
perturbation of mind under it. The juſtice 


of his ſufferings did not irritate him into 
menaces, and provoke him to utter any angry 
and vindictive expreſſions. Ven he was 


reviled, he did not revile again. When he was 


injuriouſly aſperſed, he did not chooſe to 
recriminate, but, with placid and unmoved 
tranquility and calmneſs, referred himſelf to 


the deciſions of the ſupreme and righteous 


Judge. When his moſt inveterate and impla- 


cable adverſaries uſed the vileſt inſinuations 


which malice and bigotry could invent to 
ruin his character and deſtroy the credit of 


his miracles, he anſwers them with great 
mildneſs and lenity, and heard their oppro- 
brious language when they called him an 
impoſtor, à Samaritan, a confederate with 


Beelzebub, with a meekneſs and philoſophic 
ſerenity of mind which nothing could ſolicit. 
He was continually exerciſed with the higheſt 
inſults and provocations both in his life and 


in his death. Yet with what true magnani- 
mity did he ſuſtain them—in order to teach 
us 


* 
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us how we ought to behave under perſecu- 
tion, contumely, and unprovoked inſults, 


ſhould Almighty God call us to rhis trial of 


our piety and virtue. With devout reſigna— 
tion he took the cup of affliftion which his 
father put into his hands—he fled * not from 
the inpending term, or ſhowed any unmanly 
terrors while it was breaking over his head. As 


he did not enthuſiaſtically covet perſecution, 


ſo neither did he ſtydy to eſcape it by any 
diſhonourable expedients. He met it, and 


ſuſtained the conflict with an intrepidity and 
greatneſs of ſoul, illuſtrious beyond all exam- 
ple. The treatment he experienced at an 


unjuſt tribunal could not irritate him. Ile 
was brought as a lams to the flaughter, and as 
a ſheep before its ſrearers is dumb. When he 
was buffeted, ſpit upon, clothed with mock 


royalty, ſhown to the people in this garb 
to excite their deriſion and contempt of 


him, he bears all this outrage with inſlex- 
ible ſteadineſs of mind, and with a conitancy 
and patience which all the ſtuched efforts 
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of their cruelty towards him could not over- 


What lenity and patience he diſplayed 
under calumny and cruel treatment, appear 
from the following inſtances. They charged 
him with being guilty of b/a/phemy, for ſaying 
to a perſon who was ſick of the palſy, © Thy 
ſins be forgiven thee.” This defamation, tho? 


it was thrown out with a deſign to hurt his 
reputation with the people, he does not reſent, 


he ſhews a mind ſuperior to it: without being 
in the leaſt diſturbed by ſuch an atrocious 
accuſation, he calmly aſks them : Whether 
it were eaſier to ſay, Thy ſins be forgiven 


thee, or to ſay, Take up thy bed and walk.— — 


They branded him with being a Samaritan, - 


having a devil, and being a deceiver of the 
ignorant people. This opprobrious language 
does not in the leaſt agitate his mind, he 


invalidates and diſproves the charge in a calm 


and cool train of reaſoning, and refers to his 


miracles 


AN Ka Hr E“, xc EYGUC{AEVES TYY HOXHETY YAGLLUVSC 
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Celſum, p. 369. Edit. Cantab. 1677. 
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miracles as a proof of his divine authority 
and miſtion.—We read that once they were al 
ſo exaſperated, as the Jetos were ever a cho- Wl. 
leric and paſſionate people, that their rage þ » 
againſt his perſon tranſported them to that 
degree that they took up ſtones, to ſtone him | 
to death. How does the ſon of God appear 1 
amidſt this tumultuous ſcene of rage and _ | | 
revenge? With dignity and fine, with 5 9 1 
an unmoved firmneſs and intrepidity of ſoul. 100 
While they were ſtanding around him with 590; 4 
ſtones in their hands and fury in their looks, 17 14 
he mildly addreſſed himſelf to them, ſaying, 1 
Many good works have T ſhawn you from my 
father, for which of theſe do you now ſtone me? 
— When he was hanging on the croſs, and 
the chief prieſts and rulers, the ſoldiers and 
populace, all united to infult him in that 
extremity, wogging their heads, and upbraid- 
ing him with bs inability to ſave himſelf after 
havingGaved ſo many others, inſtead of being 
moved and irritated by this treatment, he 
bears it with invincible conſtancy and pati- 
ence, and returns their injuries with a devout 
prayer to God to forgive them. Father, for- 
give them, for bey know not what they are 
doing / | 
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e. XII 


The Humility of Chriſt. 


T is a celebrated apophthegm of the wite 
L ſon of Sirach, That pride was not made 


for man, Our natural frailty and imbecility, 


our abſolute dependence upon the Deity, the 
weakneſs of our belt powers, the imperfec- 
tion of the preſent ſtate, the ſhortneſs and 
vanity of the preſent life, evince it to be the 
molt abſurd and odious paſſion that can ſeize 
the human ſoul. On the contrary, humility 
is amiable and lovely in itſelf, is founded on 
a becoming and penetrating ſenſe of our 
limited knowledge and defective virtue, and 
diſpoſes us to view ourſelves and others as 
dependent on the Divine bounty for all bleſ- 
ſings. There 1s no virtue, for the continual 
exercile of which human life affordeth more 
_ occaſion, than humility. Conſidering our 
abode in this world as ſo ſhort and uncertain, 
conſidering our continuance in eaſe and afflu- 
ence as ſo precarious, and conſidering what 
an inconſiderable proficiency in knowledge we 
are capable of acquiring after the moſt ſedu- 
: 2 laus 
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Jous redemption of our time and the moſt 
diligent improvement of our abilities, it will 
appear, that there is no virtue more becom- 
ing human nature than humility. It has 


been often obſerved, that true greatneſs is 


always adorned with this moſt lovely qua- 
lity, and that the higheſt attainments, whether 
in ſolid learning or true religion, have ever 
been accompanied with humility. 


Of this moſt amiable endowment our bleſſed 
Saviour has ſet before us in his life an engaging 
pattern, And, indeed, if there be any virtue 


that ſhines in the life of Chriſt with a luſtre 
more conſpicuous and attractive than the reſt, 


it is his humility. The whole of his life in 


this world was an act of unparalleled humi- 


lity, To a being, fays Dr. Scott, who exiſted. 


before his birth, in ſome happier ſtate, the 
whole of the embodied ſtate may be regarded 
as one continued act of humiliation *; and 


in 


— — 


* Dr, Jahn Nicol Scott's Sermons, Vol. ii. p. 164. He 
conſented, ſays Dr. Benſon, to leave the boſom of the 


Father, and that high celeftial glory and tranſcendent 


dignity, which he had with the Father before this world 


was, to empty himſelf, and take upon him the body of 


an infant, and undergo, for above 3o years, a tedious 


confinement to that animal body. Which mult, to 


him, have been one continued ſcene of humiliation and 


abaſement. Dr. Benſon's Life of Chriſt, p. 81. 


| 
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in a ſenſe, as one uninterrupted ſcene of ſuf- 
tering. You know the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſays the Apoſtle, ho ths* he cas rich, 


yet for our ſakes became poor ! This humility, 


which reflects ſuch diſtinguiſhed beauty on 


our Lord's character, had nothing of affecta- 
tion in it. It was ſincere and natural, the 
plain and genuine expreſſion of his mind, the 


robe in which he adorned his other virtues, 


and through the medium of which they ap- 


pear with ſuch divine and engaging attrac- 


tions. There is a ſpecies of humility, ficti- 
tious and falſe indeed, which hypocrites fre- 

__ quently aſſume, and under which there com- 
| monly lurks a great deal of dark and induſ- 
triouſly concealed wickedneſs, But the humi- 
lity of our Lord was the plain repreſentation 


of his heart, viſible to all with whom he con- 


verſed, and tranſlucent in every thing he ſaid 
or did. Herein he propoſes himſelf to all his 


followers, an example worthy their imitation. 


„Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, 
for I am meek and lowly in hearc.” And he 


who has not this ſpirit of Chriſt, and is a 
ftranger to that condeſcenſion and humility. 


which both the precepts of Chriſtianity and 


the life of its author unitedly recommend to 


every 


of Jesus CHnRisT delineated. 457 


every profeſſor of the goſpel, never yet knew 
what it is to be a chriſtian. 


The Apoſtles frequently exhibit before the 


view of Chriſtians the great humility of the 


Son of God, and affectionately recommend it 
to their imitation. Let this mind be in you, 


ſays St. Paul to the Philippians, which was 


alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, who being once in the 


form of a moſt exalted being, ſhewed no 
paſſion for appearing in this form on earth, 


but when he left the boſom of the father, 


diveſted himſelf of this glorious form, making 


himſelf of no reputation, and aſſuming our 
nature in a low and ſervile condition, humbling 
himſelf and becoming ſubject to the death of 


the croſs.” This is an inſtance of humiliation. 
that amazes the mind that reflects upon it. 


This is a condeſcenſion great beyond all ex- 


ample in the annals of this world ! To deſcend 


from ſuch glory and bleſſedneſs to ſuch mean- 
neſs and milery ! 


His whole behaviour on earth evinces him 
to have a mind ® infinitely ſuperior to the 
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little paſſions of pride and oſtentation, and 
to be a pattern of the moſt amiable and un- 
allected humility. Ile converſed with freedom 
and affability with the loweſt claſſes of people. 
Publicans and tax-gatherers, a profeſſion very 


odious to the Jews, enjoyed his friendly 


regards, and were happy in the frequent proofs | 
of his condeſcenſion to them, when they were 


ſhunned and abhorred by the whole nation. 


To the poor he perionally preached, and or- 


dered his diſciples to preach the goſpel. No 


ſtation among men was too obſcure to enjoy 


the bleſſed effects of his preſence and love, no 


condition too low to ſhare his familiar and 


beneficent viſits. He choſe rather to reſide 


among the humbler orders of ſociety, to 
publiſh the great evidences of his divine 
miſſion among them, and to inſtruct them in 
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Origen contra Celjum, p. 61. Edit, Cantab, 1677. 


Ll 


* Profefiion, odieuſe a la verite parmi les Juifs, in- 


finiment jaloux de leur liberté. Diſcours Hifloriques par 


a bY ae Beauſobre, Tun. ix. P- 76. A la Haye, 1739. 
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the doctrines and duties of revealed religion, 
than to live among the opulent and great, 
whom he knew that ambition, and luxury and 
the pride of life would generally prevent from 
ſincerely enquiring after truth and honeſtly 
embracing it. With what affability and con- 
deſcenſion did he deign to converſe with the 
woman of Samaria, a city and people whom 
the Jews deteſted, and to whom they refuſed 
all ſocial intercourſe and every friendly office, 
ſo that the diſciples, who had adopted the 
vulgar prejudices, wondered that be talked with 
Her. He neglected no opportunity of doing 
good, but communicated the beneficence of 
his miracles and the conſolations of his re- 
ligion to the * families and the pooreſt 
_ perſons *®. The Jews reproached him, that he 
who aFamed the character and title of the Son 
of God, ſhould degrade and diſhonour his 
pretenſions by aſſociating with people in theſe 
low fituations. This circumſtance, inſtead of 
engaging them to applaud his amiable con- 
deſcenſion, and honour his fervent deſire of 
being univerſally uſeful, inftigated their pride 
and prejudice to contemn him. The humble 


and 
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and benevolent Jeſus declined no occaſion that 
occurred of eaſing the pooreſt wretch of his 
pain. No hovel was too ſordid for him to 
enter, if it were the habitation of ſorrow and 
afiction *®. Wherever the miſeries of human 
nature called him, he could not reſiſt. He 
left the moſt numerous crowds, left unfiniſhed 
his divine diſcourſes, to heal the parent or 
child or ſervant of tome poor diſtreſſed family 
never denying his help and gracious preſence 
to the pooreſt creature, though the illuſtrious 
and great deemed themſelves unworthy that 
he ſhould come under their roof. O what a 
glorious example and pattern in this reſpect 
have Chriſtian Miniſters to imitate ! 


His amiable condeſcenſion and humility 
appear in a very engaging light from the fol- 
low ing incident, Some Jewiſh parents brought 
young children, or infants to him +, that he 
might pur his hands upon the: and bleſs them. 
They thought the benedictions of ſo great and 
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good a perſon would derive upon their chil- 
dren the bleſſing of God. Theſe innocents he 


received and embraced with affection and love, 


and rebuked his diſciples for endeavouring to 


hinder their acceſs to him. And though they 


were incapable of his inſtruction, he judged 
them worthy of his bleſſing. He took them 


into his arms, and laid his bande upon them, and 


bleſſed them. What can be a more affecting 
inſtance of his amiable condeſcenſion, of his 


love: of purity and innocence, than this ?— 


purity and innocence, I fay, for ſurely, if there 


be any unſpotted purity and innocence in this 
world, it is the ſoul of an infant from the 


hands of a pure and holy God. And after 


he had bleſſed them, he propoſed them to his 
diſciples as emblems of artleſs ſimplicity and 
genuine humility; aſſuring them, that of ſuch 


. th was the kingdom of God, and that he 
who did not imitate the harmleſs, inoffenſive 
and innocent diſpoſition of children, would not 


be admitted into its bleſſedneſs.—In order to 
inſtruct his diſciples, alſo, when they were 
=, diſputing among themſelves abour the diſpoſal 


of the firſt ſtations in his kingdom, what 

tempers and diſpoſitions of mind he intended 

they ſhould cheriſh and acquire, he took a 
M 3 little 
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little child and placed it in the midſt of them, 
and pointing to it, aſſured them that unleſs 


they renounced thoſe ambitious views, which 


now actuated them, and cultivated the humility 


and innocence of that child, they would nor 


be deemed the proper ſubjects of the Meſſiah's 


kingdom. — At another time alſo when there 


was a warm contention agitated among them, 
which of them ſhould be advanced to the 


higheſt honours in that magnificent kingdom 


they fondly imagined he was going to erect, 


Chriſt perfectly knowing, their worldly and 
ambitious principles ſaid tothem, That power- 
ful monarchs among the Heathens, indeed, 


ruled their ſubjects with an abſolute ſway, and 


that their ſovereign princes were honoured by 
ſycophants and flatterers with vain and ex- 
travagant titles—but that ſuch a luſt of domi- 


nation and fondneſs of power ought never to 


poſſeſs THEIR boloms—-for among you, he ſaid, 
he who is the humbleſt ſhall be the greateſt, 


and the moſt condeſcending ſhall be the moſt 
exalted, For which is greateſt, he added, the 


perſon who ſits at meat or he that waits upon 


him—is not the former? and yet I have con- 
verſed among you in the capacity of the 
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We have alſo another engaging inſtance of 
our Lord's condeſcenſton *, and the method 
he employed to impreſs his diſciples in the 
ſtrongeſt manner with tle indiſpenſable neceſ- 
ſity of humility. Before + the paſchal ſupper, 
the Evangeliſt ſays, Jeſus roſe from table, 


ſtripped off his upper garment, and girded 
kimſelf with a towel, like a ſervant—he then 


poured water into a baſon, and began to waſh 


his diſciples? feet, and to wipe them with a 
towel, which he had tied about him. After 
he had performed this ſervile office, he aſked 


them, if they knew the inſtruction he intended to 


convey to them by this aZion. Lou honour 


me, he then ſaid to them, with the title of 
your inſtructor and maſter, and the appellation 


is Juſt and due to my character. If then I, 
M3 your 


— 
—— — 


* Jeſus voulant * un dernier effort, pour deraciner 
du cœur de ſes diiciples, un Pallon que auroit ete tres fu- 
neſte au progres de I'Evangile, s' abaiſſa juſqu' A faire la 
fonction d' eſclave, et ſe mit à leur laver les pieds, afin de 
leur apprendre, a eux et a leurs ſucceſſeurs, que ſous 


' Evangile, le moyen de s' (lever au- deſſus des autres, 
8 Y 


eſt celui de s' abaifſer, par humilite d'eſprit et par cha- 


rité, au-deſſous d'eux. Beauſobre — Hi e 


Critiques, Tom. x. p- . 


+ Not ſupper ba ended, as in our vento but being 


come, when all things were ready, becauſe we find them 


at ſupper afterwards. See Dr. Macknight in loc. 
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your exalted inſtructor and maſter, have de- 
meaned myſelf to waſh your feet, you ought, in 
like manner, to condeſcend to perform the hum- 
bleſt offices one to anether.” Maſbing the feet 
was an office, that was uſually performed by the 
loweſt ſlaves. Our Saviour's ſtooping to this 
office, and performing it on his diſciples with 
ſuch an amiable humiliation, muſt raiſe in 


their breaſts the ſtrongeſt emotions, mult affect 


them with a more exquiſite ſenſibility of his 
condeſcenſion and love than any words could 
convey, and greatly tend to endear and unite 


them to one another in the bonds of Chriitian 
affection, as having all equally ſhared this en- 
gaging token of ſubmiſſion, and been equally 


inſtructed to be clothed with humility, and 
to cultivate a lowly, condeſcending, unam- 
bitious ſpirit. | 


14 
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SECT. XX. 


Our Lord's ſympathy and ſincerity. 


HERE are many affecting inſtances. 


of our Saviour's ſympathy and com- 
paſſionate tenderneſs, He appears to have 
been poſſeſſed of the moſt exquiſite ſenſibili- 
ties, and to have felt very ſtrongly in the 


 forrows and afflictions of human nature. Every 


ſtate of ſuffering, which he beheld, excited 
his pity, He could not forbear weeping with 


Uſe that ae, and. mingling his own tears 
with the tears of the diſtreſſed, He could not 


take a ſurvey of thoſe vaſt crowds of people 
that followed him without being moved with 


compaſſion at their unhappy ſituation, lie 
| ſheep having no ſhepherd, neglected by the 
Jewiſh prieſts, and ſuffered to live and die in 


ignorance, and in dreadful errors and miſtakes 
in matters of religion. And he exhorted his 


diſciples fervently - to pray to the Creator and 
Governor of immortal fouls that he would pity 
their ſituation, and of his infinite mercy raiſe 
and qualify a number of proper perſons to 
inſtruct and ſave them, and reap ſo great and 
M 5 glonous 
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glorious a harveſt. When he ſaw the mulli- 
tudes, he was moved with compaſſion, becauſe 
they fainted, and were ſcattered abroad, as ſheep 
having no ſhepherd. Then ſaith he unto his 
diſciples, The harveſt truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few. Pray ye, therefore, the Lord 
of the harveſt, that he will ſend forth labonrers 
into his vineyard. As the city lay in full 
proſpect before him from one of its ſurrounding 
hills, he wept over it, and poured forth that 
' Pathetic complaint: O that thou, even thou 
| hadft known the things that belong to thine ever- 
laſting peace]! The forcſight of its impending 
doom filled him with pity and diſtreſs, and 
awakened all his tenderneſs. He tells us with 
what pleaſure he ſhould have been inſtrumental 
in ſaving it from the approaching calamities, 
and he would have protected it with the 
anxiety and tenderneſs of the moſt affectionate 
parent, bur their incorrigible profligacy and 
impenitence prevented him. He grieved at 
the hardneſs of mens hearts, and groaned in 
ſpirit at an infidelity and obſtinacy which 
nothing could convince and convert, See 
him diſſolved in tear * at the grave of his 
amiable 


— — 


De fauſſes idées de grandeur et de force d'ame, ont 
Fai regarder les larmes comme une foibleſſe indigne du 
| {agc. 
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amiable friend Lazarus, Jeſus wept : then ſaid 
the Jews, Behold how he loved him 


But the ſtrong manner in which he felt 
another*s woe, and the delicacy and tenderneſs 
of his ſympathy appear in the moſt eminent 
and engaging manner in that valedictory diſ- 
courſe which he addreſſed to his diſciples a 
little before his ſufferings, which is recorded 


in the fourteenth, fifteenth and fixteenth chap- 


ters of St. John's goſpel. When our Saviour 
celebrated the laſt paſſover with his diſciples, 
as they were ſitting at table, he took that 


opportunity of telling them plainly, That he 


would very ſrortly leave them, and they ſhould 
fee bis face no more! A declaration ſo unex- 
V 


9 — 


ſage. Elles ne feroient peut Etre pas digne du Saveur, ſi 


on Pavoit vu pleurer ſur lui môme, dans les injures qu' 
on lui fit, dans les douleurs qu? il endura. Mais il fouf- 
frit ſans s' emouvoir les plus orands outrages. II vit d' un 
eil ſec Pappareil de ſa croix. Il y monta, il y demeura 
fans verſer des pleurs. Il n' y a que les maux d' autrui qui 
puiſſent lui en arracher. Or ce ne ſont pas de Jarmes 
de Compaſſion qui deſhonorent les grandes ames : elles 
les illuſtrent, en faiſant voir tout le fond de leur bonte—- 
Les larmes que le Sauveur r&pandit lui-meme dans cette 


occaſion, font une preuve que l'emotion interieure et 


vchemente qu'il ſentit, ne ſuc que l'effet de la plus vive et 
de la plus tendre compaſſion, Beauſobre Dijceurs Hiſte- 


riques, Critiques, &c. Tom. x. p. 104, 105. Edit. Haye. 
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pected ſunk them in the laſt dejection. They 
had flattered themſclves with the fond hope 
that the Meſſiah would never dic, that he 
would always continue with them to comfort 
and bleſs them, and that death would never 
make a cruel inroad on their mutual happi- 
neſs in each other. Upon his aſſuring them 
all, therefore, with the greateſt ſolemnity, 
that death ſhould ſoon bereave them of his 
perſonal preſence, hat yet a little while, and 
they ſhould ſee him no more, no wonder, upon 
hearing ſuch alarming words, that they were 
inſtantly overwhelmed in the deepeſt ſorrow, 
that hey looked one upon another, in wild 
amazement, unable to utter the paſſions they 
felt. The loſs of ſuch a dear and amiable 
friend as Jeſus was, the loſs of all that conſo- 
lation and happineſs from him, which they 
believed would never be interrupted, . the loſs 
of ſuch an affectionate and inſtructive compa- 
nion, the loſs of all their temporal proſpects 
and deluſive expectations, now blaſted for 
ever, threw them from the ſummit of their 
towering hopes into the depths of inconſolable 
grief, The compaſſionate Jeſus, who wept 
at the grave of his friend Lazarus, ſaw the 
big ſorrows which ſtruggled in their boſoms, 
tho? their words. did not or could not reveal 

them, 
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them, and generouſly  condoles and ſympa- 
thizes with them. And this conſolatory diſ- 


courſe, which he addreſſed to them on this 


mournful occaſion, contains the molt powerful 
arguments which can be alledged to mitigate 
human ſorrow and moderate exceſſive grief. 
If the reader will give it a careful peruſal he 


will find it to contain the fineſt and moſt. 


delicate touches to blunt the edge of their 


acutelt anguiſh, will find it to abound with the 


nobleſt and divineſt topics to aſſuage our 
greateſt ſorrows, will with pleaſure ſee what 
a molt tender ſenſibility and affectionate ſym- 
pathy our gracious Redeemer diſcovers of 
our diſtreſſes, will fee with what divine art 
his heavenly hand infuſes the balm of conſo- 


lation into our wounds, and what powerful 


principles and motives he lays before us to 


ſoothe and conſolate our minds, and reconcile 


us to mournful and afflictive providences. 


He begins this diſcourſe in the moſt tender 


and affectionate language. Let not your heart 
De troubled: you believe in God, and you believe 
in me, The firſt argument he brings againſt 
indulging imnioderate ſorrow is, belief in Ged 
Va belief in his being, government, and pro- 
vidence—a belief that all his appointments 
are wiſeſt and beſt—a belief that no afflictive 
event can befall us without his permiſſion — 


a belief 
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a belief that our times and lives, and that all 
our earthly comforts are in his hands, and 
that his wiſdom and goodneſs will always 
diſpoſe of us and ours in a manner moſt con- 
ducive to the ends of his righteous govern- 
ment. The reader ſees therefore that it is 
ith great propriety that our Lord Begins his 
conſolatory diſcourſe with directing his deject- 
ed diſciples to a firm belief and truſt in the 
bleſſed God—for that God governs this world 
and ſuperintends and diſpoſes all the affairs 
and events of it, is ſuch a conſideration, as 
that if it were revolved and weighed with that 
ſeriouſneſs its moment deſerves, would diſ- 
pel the clouds that cover the Almighty's dif- 
penſations, would infuſe light and joy into the 
moſt ſorrowful and diſconſolate mind, and 
make us with devout chearfulneſs acquieſce 
in any allotments, however mournful and 
melancholy, which nothing leſs than infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs thought beft to aſſign 
us. A ſecond argument of conſolation which 
our Saviour addreſſes to his difciples in their 
preſent diſtreſſed ſituation, is faith in himſelf. 
. You believe in God, and you believe in me *. 
25 5 Lou 
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' You are convinced of the divinity of my cha- 
rater, that J came from God, acted by his 
authority, delivered his doctrines, obeyed his 
will, fulfilled his deſigns, and have given 
you and the world the molt ample proofs and } 
evidences that I am a teacher ſent from Gd | | 
to reform, inſtruct, and ſave mankind, With 
what propriety, therefore, can you ſurrender 
up your minds, on this occaſion, a prey to 
immoderate ſorrow and diſconſolate grief, when = 
you believe in God, and when you believe in me = 
hen you have ſuch a firm perſuaſion of 4 
the perfections and providence of God, and 14 
ſo indubitable a conviction of the divinity of 
my miſſion and character. — The Aird argu- jo 
ment which our Lord's ſympathy and com- 1 N 
paſſion employed to comfort his dejected . 
followers, is a powerful one indeed! It is 
taken from the bleſſedneſs of that eternal 
world, where their faithfulneſs to him would 
be crowned. In my father's houſe are many 
manſions: 1 am now only going a little white 
before you to prepare a place for you in 
thoſe happy abodes. And when I am gone 
and have prepared a place, I will come back 


ago uin, 


— — 


Similitodo ſumpta ab uno comicum, qui in itinere 
prægreſſus ad diverſorium, ibi ceteris cubicula aſſignat, 
et efſicit ut venientibus parata ſint. Grotius in lac. 
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again , and receive you to be my inſepara- 
ble companions in this future and eternal 
bleſſednets—and in thoſe happy ſeats where 
I reſide, you ſhall ever dwell. — He more- 
over told them, that he would not leave them 
in a deſtitute and forlorn condition—he would 
ſoon return to conſole and aſſiſt them—for 
that though in a very ſhort time he ſhould 
remove from this world, he would not re- 
move from them—He told them that his 
departure from them was neceſſary in order 
that the Comforter ſhould be introduced, 
whom the Father would ſend in his name to 
continue with them as long as they lived. 
After the tendereſt admonitions, which they 
were to regard as the advice of a dying friend, 
he took an affectionate leave of them, bidding 
them not to be dejected, that they ought rather 
to rejoice to think that he was going to the 
everlaſting God, a being ſo tranſcendently 
ſuperior to himſelf in dignity and greatneſs, 
whoſe goodneſs would ſoon ſupply their pre- 
ſent loſs by deputing to them a divine Agent 
who would lead them into all truth, and ſup- 

=} poit 
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* Continuatur ſimilitudo. Nam ſolent qui primi in 
diverſorium venerunt, ceteris jam adventantibus obviam 
procedere, et eos introducere. Grot. in loc. See my 
ſecond Volume of the Introduction to the Study and 


Knowledge of the New Teſtament, p. 253. 
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port them in all difficulties; that though in a 


very little time they ſhould not tec him, 


namely, when he would be torn from them 
by death, yet in a very little time allo they 
ſhould ſee him again, meaning, after his re- 
ſurrection— for he was going to the Father, 
| ſhortly to return to them again. He then bid 


them adicu, wiſhing them all divine and 
human happineis. Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you: not as the world 


giveih, give I unto you; not in the unmeaning 


ceremonial manner in which the world utters 
this adiev, for my valediction and bleſſing will 


derive upon you every ſubſtantial felicity. 


With regard to $1Nczr1ITY, our Saviour's 
character“ in this reſpect is greatly heightened 
and endeared to us, tor there 1s nothing more 
lovely and engaging in human life than Au- 
cerity. It wins upon our affections and heart 
wherever we behold it. The richeſt treaſure 


in this world is a good heart, and the nobleſt 


pol- 
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* Veritas ergo Dominus noſter exiſtens, non mentie- 


batur — Non ſecundum priſtinam opinionem loquebatur 
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hy pocriſi, et fine perſonæ acceptione. Quod etiam eX 
Domini ſermonibus oftenditur. Irencus, p. 207. Edit, 
Oxon. Grabe. | TY | | 


174 The LIE and CHaRacTER 

poſſeſſion is a truly honeſt and ſincere mind. 
Sincerity is not a ſingle virtue, it is rather the 
united reſult and beautiful aſſemblage of all 


the virtues combined. How ineſtimable the 


moral worth of this is, will appear, if we 
reflect, that ſincerity will compenſate the ab- 
ſence of many of the virtues, and amply atone 
for many deficiencies in a character. After 


we have enumerated ſeveral defects and im- 
prudences that any man hath incurred, and 
lamented his want of diſcretion, his ignorance 


of the world, and his diſſent from ourſelves in 
teligious opinions—if after all this we can 


repeat that uſual form of words, with which 


it is not uncommon for people to ſum up cha- 
rafters, He was, however, a very honeſt man, 
we give the moſt honourable teſtimony to his 
heart it is poſſible for words to give. For 
there is not in all the circle of moral endow- 
inents any thing comparable for intrinſic ex- 
cellence and true worth in the ſight of God or 
man, to ſincerity. This eminently adorned 
the character of Chriſt, The Apoſtle obſerves 
of him, That there was No ,] found in his 
mouth. He never acted an inſincere part. 


| He never equivocated or made ule of evaſions 


and mental reſervations where truth was con- 
termed. His words were always the language 


of 


of his heart. He publiſhed what he knew to 
be truth, openly and undiſguiſedly. He never 
diſſembled his ſentiments. He was never 
actuated by the abject tear of giving offence. 
« Notwithſtanding he foreſaw, ſays my late 


worthy and judicious friend Dr. BEN So, that 


his zeal would bring him at laſt, to that vio- 


8 lent ignominious death, he boldly attacked 


the falſe doctrine and wicked practices of the 
Jews of that age; honeſtly condemned their 


favourite ſuperſtitions, their vile hypocriſy, 
their wicked maxims, and aggravated vice. 
He choſe to ſuffer death, attended with the 
moſt ſhocking circumſtances, rather than re- 
cant or conceal the true doctrine, which he 


had received from God, or deſert his poſt, as 


an authorized teacher of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs. Had he recanted his principles, con- 


cealed or diſguiſed the truth, betrayed his 
truſt, or neglected any part of his duty, and 
thereby eſcaped his laſt ſufferings ; he could 


not have approved himſelf the faithful ſer- 


vant of God; and muſt have appeared leſs 
amiable and venerable in the eſteem of all 
upright, thinking, and diſcerning men. In 
their apprehenſions, his declining worldly 
affluence and grandeur, and his ſuffering for 
truth and virtue, as he did, muſt heighten 

his 
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bis character. For true worth and dignity lies; 
not in men's ſituations, nor in the particular 
part allotted them to act, but in acting their 
parts with fidelity and honour, whatever be 
the ſtation that wiſe heaven allots them. Jeſus 
came to recommend virtue, piety, humility, 
meekneſs, contentment in a low condition, 
and an entire reſignation to the will of God; 
and to teach men that happineſs does not 
conſiſt in the honours, riches, pomps, and 
pleaſures of this tranſitory ſtate. Such morti- 
fication and {If-denial, as he preached, would 
not have come from him with ſo good a grace 
and with ſo much propriety, force, and influ- 
ence, had he ſought a worldly kingdom, had 
he aſſumed great worldly ſtate, and the glory 
and ſplendour which he taught men compara- 
tively to deſpiſe, His extraordinary ſufferings | 
called him to exerciſe extraordinary virtues, 
which muſt have lain dormant in the warm 
ſunſhine of conſtant proſperity and the ſmooth 
calms of life. As it is, he has ſet us an 
example of the ſuffering virtues, which are 
the moſt uſeful, and moſt important. It 
may, therefore, to us be an example of ſin- 
gular benefit, if ever we ſhould be called 
out to ſuffer for religion, truth, and righte- 
ouſneſs. And, in a more noble and honour- 
by 3 5 able 
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able cauſe, ir is impoſſible to ſuffer. If ever, 


I fay, we ſhould be called out to ſuffer in 
this moſt glorious combat, and who knows 
what may befall him in this various and ever- 
changing ſcene! But if ever we ſhould be 


called out to the fiery trial, it may be of 


excellent uſe ſeriouſly to conſider, © How 
would my dear Lord and maſter have betaved 
himſelf, if he had been in my preſent fitua- 
tion? Would fitting among the lords and 
Fulers of the earth, or being exalted to great 
honour and affluence have rendered him leſs 
zealous for religion? or more indifferent about 
adhering to truth and righteouſneſs? What in 
ſuch and ſuch circumſtances, would have been 


his diſpoſition * What his practice? Could 


any thing have terrified him from doing his 


duty ? Could any thing have induced him to 
have ſubſcribed to what he could not believe, 


to profeſs a failehood, or to conceal the 


truth? Would he for fear of periecution, or 


to avoid any kind of ſuffering, have neglected 
any part of his duty? or have committed any 


even the leaſt ſn? No! he ſtedfaſtly adhered 


to truth and righteouſnels, in the face of 
the oreateſt danger, and in the near and cer- | 


tain proſpect of an ignominious and terrible 
8 death! 


—— — 
— — 2 
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death! Nay, he accounted life of no moment, 
compared with a good conſcience, the favour 
of God, and the glorious reward of eternal 
life. Can ] then be a faithful diſciple of his, 
upon my profeſſing to believe in him, if I 
do not love truth, practiſe righteouſneſs, and 
walk even as he alſo walked? No! by no 
means. Let me, therefore, carefully tread 
in his ſteps, and look for his ſecond coming, 
that I may fit down with him upon a throne 
of glory, even as he alſo overcame all temp- 
tations, and is ſet down with his Father 
on his throne of glory in the higheſt hea- 
vens *,” 950 


Moreover, the /ucerity and ingenuity of our 
bleſſed Saviour appears in a very ſtriking and 
engaging light, on one of the moſt momen- 
tous and capital articles of religion, Among 
other topics which he employs in his conſola- 
tory diſcourſe to diſpel the fears and moderate 
the grief of his diſciples, he folemnly aſſerts 
the doctrine of a future ſtate, tells them he 
was going to prepare a place for them in that 
happy world, that he would there ſoon receive 


them 


— — 
** 


24 


* Dr. Benſtu's Life of Chriſt, p. 85, 86. 
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them to himſelf to ſhare with him all this — 9 
happineſs, and that in his Father's houſe there 
were many manſions, or many apartments, 
* alluding to the temple, fitted up for the re- 
deption and accommodation of good perſons YN 
of different attainments in holineſs. After this = 
explicit and ſolemn declaration, he adds: 
Ir Ir w RE Nor $0, I WOULD HAVE TOLD vou. 
As if he had ſaid: If thoſe things were not | . ir 
realities, I would have dealt fo faithfully and N 
plainly with you, as honeſtly and ingenuouſly 
to have told you that a future ſtate was nothing 
but a viſionary dream +. If there were no 
recompences awaited good men in another 
world, I would have told you that they were 
a vain expectation, and really had nothing to 
ſupport them. How amiably does our Lord's 
 fincerity here appear! He would not flatter 
them with deluſive hopes; if there had been 
no ſuch place as heaven, and no ſuch retri- 
butions as they expected, he would have unde- 


N 2 ceived 


—_—.. — 


» 805 my Second V olume of the Introdu@ion to the frudp 
and tro aoledge 10 the New Ti eftament, p. 326. | 


1 Si locus non eſſet kits aperte hoc dixiſſem vobis, 


ut mos meus eſt ; ademiſſem vobis ſpem inanem. Gre- 
tius in loc. | | 
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| ceived them. What a lovely picture is this 
* of an amiable mind! How do ſuch faithful- 
neſs and veracity endear him to us! How 
does ſuch language as this affect and ſubdue 
us, and by arguments, which no ingenuity 
can reliſt, induce us to credit the doctrines it 
delivers. Does the amiable and compaſſi- 
onate Jeſus, the friend of human nature and 
of all her beſt intereſts, aſſure me, That if theſe 
things were not ſo, if my hopes of heaven were 
all a chimera, a vain illuſion, he would have 
diſabuſed me and broken the charm at once— 
J want nothing more to convince me that 
_ Heaven is a great and plorious reality 
All my doubts and difficulties, if 1 had any, 
noto vaniſh for ever—for if there had been no 
ſuch place and no ſuch bleſſedneſs, my God 
is too merciful to detain me in this egregious 
Top miſtake, and my Saviour here aſſures 
That if there really were no future 
3 at all for good perſons after death, 
he would not have ſuffered me to amule and 


a OC” OI a rrng; ger OT — 


cheat myſelf with theſe vain viſions and delu- 
fions, but honeſtly and fincerely would have 
told me, that death terminated all my exiſ- 
tence, that Al. L periſhed at death, and that 
the foul, which 1 fondly believed to be im- 
mortal, 


of Jesus CunisrT delineated. 191 


mortal, ſuffered one common extinction with 
the body. But when /mplicity and godly fin- 
cerity utters ſuch humiliating language as this, 
I commit all my doubts and difficulties to the 
winds, and hope I ſhall ever ſtand affected 
to thele things as the moſt important and 
momentous truths in which my beſt welfare 
is intereſted, = | 
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SECT, XXI. 


Chriſt's diſapprobation of perſecutiug principles. 


UR Saviour, intending to viſit Jeru- 
ſalem, diſpatched a number of perfons 
before him on the road to provide the neceſſary 
accommodations, as was uſual in thoſe days, 
when there were no inns and houſes of public 
entertainment for travellers, Theie meſſen- 
gers, accordingly, entered a village belonging 
to the Samaritans—intending here to prepare 
what was proper againſt our Lord's arrival. 


Between the Samaritans and Jews there ever 
ſubſiſted the moſt 1mplacable enmity. The 
Fews could never forgive the Samaritaus for 
deſerting the tem ple worſhip and erecting a 
ſeparatc ck on mount Gerizim : And the 
| Samaritans, as is uſual with all religious con- 
troverſialiſts, cheriſhed the blackeſt hatred and 
deadly animolity againſt the Jews for building 
their temple on mount Moriah, contrary, as 
they imagined, to the divine preſcription, 
Differences about thele comparatively frivo- 
lous and ridiculous rifles, were kindled by 
their mutual diſcords 0 ſuch a flame, and had 

tranſ- 
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tranſported, as alas is cuſtomary, the diſpu- 
tants on both ſides to ſuch dire uncharitable- 
neſs, as to wifſolve all the ties of humanity, 
break all the-bonds of friendſhip and ſociety 
between the two nations, and totally extinguith 
in the boſom of vb parties every ſpark of 
affection, kindneſs and love for one another, 
On account of theſe religious differences they 
carried their reſentments againſt each other 
to ſuch deplorable lengths, that they at laſt 


mutually azreed only in this—to do one an- 
other all the ill offices in their power, to ſeize 


every opportunity to injure one another's 


perſons and properties, to load each other 


with the moſt ovious and reproachful names 
their malice could invent, and to break off all 
friendly intercourſe one with another. Hence 


it was that the woman of Samaria was af- 
toniſhed, that our Saviour being a Jew, ſhould 


ſo far ſtoop from the national pride, ſhould ſo 
far forget the national antipathy, as to folicit 


even ſo trivial a favour as a cup of cold water 
to ſlake his thirſt “ — for as one of the com- 


„ mentators 


— 
— 


8 That Tow: who ; eats a ſingle morſel belonging to a 
Samaritan, does the ſame thing as if he eat uu, ; Hehe. 


Qui edit fruſtum Samaritani, eſt ut edens carnem porct. 


IWeiftenius in Johan. iv. 9. Caveat homo, ne amicitiam 


cum Cuthæo, neque fezdus cum co percutiat, ſays one of 
the Rabbies. Iden ibid, 
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mentators upon this paſſage obſerves, a Few 
would infinitely rather die with thirſt than 
receive his lite from the hand of a Samaritan. 
When the 7ews were exaſperated beyond all 
bounds at our bleſſed Saviour, the bittereſt 
name their rage launched againſt him was 
SAMARITAN *—T ou art a SAMARITAN, and 
haſt a dedil, and art meg—and even now 
 Cuthite or Samaritan is the firſt odious term 
| which a modern Jew' 8 reſentment dictates. 


-Our Saviour's meſſengers entering into a vil- 
lage belonging to theſe people, its inhabitants 
denied their ae the common rites of hoſpi- 
tality, and peremptorily refuſed to admit him 
into the place. The ſreaſen of this unuſual and 
unheard-of refuſal in an age where the rites 
of hoſpitality were uuiverſally accounted fo 
ſacred and inviolable, appears from the words 
immediately following. They denied him ad- 
miſſion into the town merely becauſe his face 
was ſet towards Jcruſalem-—intending only to 

| pal 


Dr. Jennings's Jewiſh Antiquities, Vol. i. p. 467. 
Les Juifs et les Samaritains ſe haiſfoient martellemegt : 
mais Fe les Juits halſſolent les Zamaritains de telle 
ſorte, qu'ils ne pouvoient dire a perſonne une injure plus 
atroce, que de Pappeller un Samaritain, De la vient 
gu'ils diſent du a pak C'eſt un Samaritain. II ef 


poſſedé du Diable. Beaufeb ro Diſcours, Tom. ix. p. 398. 
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pals ſwiftly through heir territories, without 
giving a ſanction to their temple, and recom- 
mending their national worſhip by his pro- 


phetic authority. This they deemed an un- 


pardonable inſult from one who aſſumed a 
divinely authorized character, and took this 
imagginary affront io heinouſly, as publickly to 
refuſe him that hoſpitality, which in thoſe 
times was never refuſed. 


Two of his diſciples, James and John, fired 


with indignation at this molt outrageous and 


diſteſpectful treatment of their maſter, inſtantly 
flew to Jeſus, and lo wing with virulence and 
rage at the 1 5 offered him, immediately 


thus accoſted him: Will you, Sir, Sive us 


leave to deſtroy theſe ib hoſpitable heretics with 


& 


fire from heaven, as Elias did his enemies? In 


this ſanzuinary req UE ir 211 the Jew appears © * 
Nothing but torrents of fire, miraculouſly 


called from the ſkies, would glut a Jew's 
revenge. To ſee, Reader, from this ſignal 


inſtance, how the diſciples of our Lord were 


actuated 


* Adverſas omnes alios 50 ile odium, ſays Tacitus 


when ſpe: king of the Jews. Tacit. Hit. Lib. v. $ 5. 


Vol. iii. p. 391. Edit. Dublin. The avoftle Paul in 
charaQerizing the Jews uſeth almoſt the very expreſſions 


of Tacitus. ITaow awpwnous S I1 T Hell. ii. 15. 
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actuated by Jewiſh principles, how they were 
inſtigated by that perſecuting ſpirit which 
nothing will ſatiate but the blood of the de- 
linquent. You have here a ſtriking melan- 
choly proof to what lengths the luſt of 
perſecution will tranſport men, to the utter 
extinction of all kumanity, that ſuperſtitious 
_ zeal and bigotry is an unfeeling thing, and that 
thoſe, who are under the unhappy influence 
of religious rage and frenzy, heſitate not, 
ſcruple not, to ſatisfy their inflamed paſſions 
with the extirpation and deſtruction of thoſe 
| who have provoked their indionation !— 
Bleſſed God! What, the diſciples of the meek 
and holy Jeſus call for fire from heaven to 
conſume their ad verſarics, as ſome of the 
Jewiſh prophets did theirs! Was it poſlible, 
was it indeed poſſible, that ſuch unhallowed 
and infernal paſſions could dwell in boſoms, 
which had bcen ſo long under the influence of 


4 


the inſtructions and example of the benevolent: 
Jeſus ! Anger, ſays the poet, is a temporary 
madneſs *, Anger overleaps all the bounds of 
common decency and common humanity, 
Eſpecially anger, I am ſorry to remark it, that 
| hath been kindled from religious differences. 


One 


PF _ 
pore” Mie 4 1 


” tt * 
7 


* Ira furor brevis eſt. Har. 
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One cannot but expreſs one's ſurprize at 
ſuch a requeſt, when we conſider the characters 
of the perſons who made it James and Fohn 


Janis, that amiable apoſtle, who has left 
us ſuch a divine epiſtle, full of ſuch uſeful in- 


ſtructions, breathing in eyery line of it a 
temper and ſpirit very different from what its 
author diſcovered on this occaſion The other 
perſon, who was for deſtroying a number 
of his ſellow-creatures by fire from heaven, 
aſtoniſhing to reflect, was that diſciple whom 
Jeſus loved, whom he diſtinguiſhed above all 
the other apoſtles with particular endearing 


marks of his affection and friendſhip, who 


leaned on his boſom, and who is no leſs than 
four tunes, characterized by the appellation of 
that diſciple whom Jeſus loved.” The perſon, 
who was for conſigning to dire deſtruction the 
unhappy objects of his anger, was St, John *, 
whoſe 


„ 


4 — 
9 


* John was one of the two, that was for calling down 


fre from heaven upon the SCamaritant, who would not 


entertain Chriſt, Such a length did his zeal then carr 


him; but that was a zeal without knowledge. — But after 


the ſpirit was poured out upon hin, his mind was en- 
larged, his zeal guided by knowledge and dutv. And 


then he makes no ſcruple of going to the Samaritans, - 


imparting to them the gift of the Holy Spirit, and ac- 
knowledging them for Chriſtian brethren, whom his 
jewiſh zeal would have burnt up and dettroyed, Benſon's 
Hiſtory of the firſt planting, Vol. i. p. 163. Note, 
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| whoſe writings are replete with benevolence, 
are embalmed with love, if I may ule the 
expreſſion, and diſcover a tenderneſs of chriſ. 
tian affection, and a diffulion of benevolence 
and charity which infinitely endear his temper 
and heart to every one who perutcs them. 


But the diſciples were now, alas, in a great 
meaſure ſtrangers to the genius and ſpirit of 
our Saviour's religion. They had all their 
Jewiſh prejudices and prepoſſeſſions about 
them; which our Lord choſe to remove not 
violently and precipitately, but with a lenient 
hand, in a gradual and inſenſible manner. 
Even after our Saviour's reſurrection it ap- 
pears, that the diſciples knew ſo little of the 
true nature of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, that 
they even then imagined, with the bulk of the 
 Fewwiſh nation, that it was to be a grand tem- 
poral monarchy. The queſtion they then 
addreſſed to him was this: Lord! wilt thou 
at this time reſtore the kingdom to Iſrael ! Since 
thou haſt by thy miraculous power broken the 
bonds of death and the grave, wilt thou now 
_ ered a grand magnificent empire, reſcue thy 

native country from the ſervitude of Rome, 
and make Jeruſalem the ſeat and center of a 
vaſt and invincible kingdom? * 


This 
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This inquiſitorial requeſt, therefore, of 
theſe two diſciples to wreak their vengeance 
upon theſe poor deluded villagers, proceeded 


from a Jewiſh not a Chriſtian ſpirit pro- 


ceeded from a deplorable ignorance of the 


genius of that religion in which their divine 


maſter came from heaven to inſtru men,— 


One may look upon 118 inſtance betore us, as 
the FirRsT BEGINNING of per. ecution in the 


Chriſtian Church —as the date and commence- 
ment of all thoſe bloody ſcenes with which the 
pages of Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory are ſo diſgrace- 
fully polluted. Here is the IRS r inſtance, on 
record, of the followers of Chriſt intimating 
an ardent deſire that even gracious heaven 
would interpoſe to exterminate, and by a 
miraculous infliction to conſume, the objects 
of their worſt paſſions. And this evcr-memo- 
rable paſſage ought to be an ever-memorable 


| leſſon to all future ages, how averſe our bleſſed 


Saviour was from perfecution—with what 
juſt horror and deteſtation he regarded every 
attempt to hurt the perſons of men from a 
motive of injudicious miſtaken zeal, and how 
infinitely repugnant and diſhonourable he 
deemed an uncharitable and pertecuting ſpirit 


to that temper and ſpirit, with which his re- 
ligion was primarily deſigned to imbue all its 


Profeſſors. 


Why 
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Why was this paſſage in our Saviour's life 
recorded by the facred hiſtorian ?=Undoubt- 
edly to read to the Chriſtian Church in every 
age and nation of the world a leſſon of uſeful 
inſtruction — That it was never the deſign of 
our Lord that errors and hereſies in religion 
ſhould be confuted by ſhowers of fire and 
brimſtone rained from heaven, or by the 
* ſword of the civil magiſtrate that different 
parties and denominations of Chriſtians ſhould 
not be inſtigated againſt each other by unchari- 
table feuds and malignant diſcords, but be 
_ever diſpoſed to bear with one another, to for= 
give one another, if any have a quarrel againſt 
any, and to maintain the unity of the ſpirit; 
not in the bond of ſect and ſyſtem, but in the 
bond of chriſtian peace, concord and love. 


Our Saviour upon hearing expreſſions; 
breathing ſuch cruelty and revenge, turned to 
3 the 


Longe diverſa ſunt carnificina et pietas: nec poteſt 
veritas cum vi, aut juſtitia cum veritate conjungi. Lac- 


— 6 : ket —— 


tant. i. 5. There are no two characters in the world more 


oppoſite to each other than thoſe of a Chriſtian and a 
Perſecutor. Bourn?'s Diſcourſes, Vol. 11. p. 435 See an 

excellent Diſſertation on this ſubject by my learned and 
Judicious Friend Dr. Edwards of Coventry, entitled, 
The Abſurdity and Injuſtice of Religious Bigotry and 
Perſecution, their utter contrariety to the temper and 
conduct of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and their miſchievous 
and fatal conſequences, printed in the year 1766. 
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the perſons, from whom they proceeded, with 
the laſt amazement—aſtoniſhed at ſuch a re- 
queſt from the preachers of his religion. He 
then ſeverely reproved them for ſuch a raſh, 


wicked, intemperate requeſt—he folemnly 
rebuked them for the cruel perſecuting ſpirit 


they diſcovered on this occaſion, and con- 
cluded with ſaying: YE know NOT WHAT 
SPIRIT YE ARE OF,—A ſentence that de- 
ſerves to be written in gold on the walls of 
the Vatican A ſentence that deſerves to be 


written in letters of gold on the doors of every 


Inquiſition in Europe A ſentence that de- 


ſerves to be written in gold in the ſtudy of 


every chriſtian miniſter that is fond of tem- 
poral power—and, permit me to add, a ſen- 
tence that deſerves to be written in indelible 

characters on the heart of every chriſtian | PRE 
Non bnow not what ma uner of ſpirit ye are of — 
You are unhappy {ſtrangers to the real temper, 


genius, and ſpirit of my goſpel! You are as 


yet to learn what it is to be a Chriſtian !— 
Alas! you know not with what diſpoſitions 


_— 


6 


— — 


Vovyons maintenant fi Jesus CHRIST a Etabli deg 
loix ſanguinaires, $11 a ordonné Vintolerance, s' fit 


batir les cachots de l'Inquiſition, s'il inſtitua les bour- 


reaux des Auto-da-fe, Traite ſur la Tolerance, p. 138. 
Edit, 1765. | 


towards 
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towards each other it was the great deſign of 


my religion to inſpire all who profeſs it ! 


From this paſſage we learn what principles, 


it was our Lord's intention Chriſtians ſhould 
cultivate, and what is the characteriſtic badge 
and glory of his religion. We are here taught 


what it is that peculiarly diſtinguiſhes a pro- 
feſſor of the goſpel from the proteſſor of 
every other religion, viz. his temper, his diſ- 


poſition, his ſpirit. By this ſhall all men know 
that ye are my diſciples; if ye have love one for 


another. The goſpel is a ſyſtem of benevo- 
lence and charity, calculated to inipite men 


with the kindeſt beſt affections towards each 


other, What diſpoſitions we ſhould all 


acquire, appears from that amiable example 
our Saviour hath exhibited before us in his 
own conduct. He did not propagate his reli- 
gion in the world, as ſome impoſtors have 
done, by the dint of force and compulſion, 


by conqueſt and victory, and obliging nations 
of ſubdued miſerable captives to embrace 


bis doctrines. It was not his deſign that any 


violent meaſures ſhould be uſed in coercing 
the human will, enſlaving the human mind, 


in laying any cruel embargo upon our liberty 
5 : methods 
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methods which, inſtead of making men 
ſincere converts, have only made them inſin- 
cere hypocrices * —and, inſtead of probity 
and integrity, have propagated difſimulation 
and chicane. Read the four Evangeliſts, and 
from the life of Chriſt, there plainly recorded, 
| Judge whether it were the intention of this 
Divine inſtructor, that fines, impriſonments, 
confiſcations, excommunications, and corpo- 
ral puniſhments ſhould be employed by its 
profeſſors, as irreſiſtible ar guments, to refute 
error, and eſtabliſh truth! Read the life of 
Chriſt, and judge whether it were his deſign, 
that any ſuch infernal court as the PoplsE 
IxOGVIsTTION ſhould ever be erected among 
Chriſtians, that any pecuniary mulcts, any 
deprivation of property, any political ſub- 
ſcriptions, ſhould ever take place, in order 
to maintain an unity of faith, and to keep the 
peace of his church unmoleſted by preventing 
diverſity of opinions Docs the goſpel, or 

0 „ 
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* Coaaus qui credit, non credit, ſed credere ſe ſimu- 
lat, ut malum vitet. Grotius de Veritate, Lib. 6. F. 7. 
To oppreis and perſecute, is ſcandalous in itſelf, and 
can produce no coud effect. Never was any man beaten | 
into a right underſtanding, and never did God give a 
bleſſing to ſuch . Dr. Fortin's /ix Diſſer- 
, P. 98. - | 
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does the life of its Author *, give a ſanction 
to any violent ſanguinary methods of promul- 
gating its truths —forcing men, by coercive 
re{traints, to think all alike in matters of 
religion adjuſting their opinions to a certain 
fixed ſtandard - obliging them to reſign their 
underſtandings to reſign their liberty on 
pain of forteiting any ſecular privileges 

on 


— — — 


When the ſword was drawn in the defence of his 
own perſon, he ordered it to be ſneathed. Put up thy 
 ſfwword in its place: they that take the ſword fhall perifh 
 ewith the fezord, When the Apoſtle John informed 
him that they had met with a perſon who made uſe 
of his name in efſecting miraculous cures, and that 
they had, therefore, ſtrictly forbidden him for the future, 
| becauſe he was not a member of their ſociety—Jeſus _ 
expreſſed his diſpleaſure at their prohibition of him, 
and ſaid: ForB1D HIM NOT. He alſo expresſly aſſured 
them, That he did not come into the world TO DESTROY 
MENS LIVES, but to Jave them. With a juſt diſappro- 
| bation and horror of perſecuting principles he faithfully 
aſſured his diſciples, 7 hey Hall put you out of the fyna- 
gogues : yea, the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth you, 
ill think that he doeth God ſervice. "Theſe words, ſays 
Dr. Growe/nor, may be conſidered as a prophecy, or as a 
eaution, As a prophecy, they have been dreadfully ful- 
filled by perſecutors in all ages, in defiance of the caution 
contained in them, As a caution, they are entered 
againſt the moſt plauſible pretence for perſecution, viz, 
thinking it is doing God ſervice, For if any thing in the 
world could ſanctity ſo wicked a thing as perſecution, 
it would be the thinking to do God ſervice thereby, But 
a 
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bn pain of impriſonment, confiſcation and 
diſgrace, embracing fuch a particular ſett of 
principles, admitting ſuch a number of articles, 
and adopting ſuch and ſuch a particular Creed! 
Nothing like this in the goſpel. —The 
goſpel, like its Author, receives all into its 
boſom, who are holy and ſincere whoever they 
be The facrifice the goſpel requires, is a free- 
* = „„ WAL 
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this caution is added here, to prevent any man's think— 
ing ſo—l am ſorry it has had ſo little effect: {> little, 
that men have rather ſeemed intent upon fulfilling the 
propheſy than obſerving the caution: as if they con- 
cluded, that killing men, if it was not indeed Jer wing 
God, yet it was ſerving the church, and that would con- 
tent them as well : or elſe, might one not have EF 
that theſe words of Chriſt ſhould have prevented a great 
deal of miſchief that has been done in the world ? Are 
they not ſpoken with an air of indignation, at ſo unna- 
fural a conceit, and ſo vile a practice? A practice, 
declared here by Chriſt, to procecd from ignorance of 
God and Chriit, verſe 3d, Aud thrje things will they 40 
unto you, becauſe they have not known the Fathtr nor me. 
q. d. They know nothing of the goodnels of the Father, 
or the goodneſs of the Son. If they knew God, they 
would know, That he defireth not the death of a fiuner, but 
rather that he ld turn and live. If they knew Chritl, 
they would kn that the lon of man came not into 
the world to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave, If they 
knew any thing of natural or revealed religion, they 
would know, that both concur in the golden rule, / 
Going, to ethers as awe would be done unto. Dr. Grove/j- 
aor”s Ser mon in the Salter'i- hall Sermons againſt Popery. 
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will offering. Here there is no compulſion— 
except the compulſion of reaſon, argument, 
and good ſenſe— The evidences in favour of 
the truth of the goſpel, are freely laid before 


men, and men are freely left to judge of their 


credibility, There are no ſiniſter arts made 


ule of to gain converts. Our Saviour wrought 
his beneficent miracles, and delivered his 
heavenly doctrines before vaſt crowds, and 


they were all left to form a judgment of his 
pretenſions to be a divine teacher, from the 


proofs he produced. The miracles and the 
doctrines were left to ſpeak for themiclves, 
They carried to every ingenuous well 4ifpoſed 


mind their own convidtion with them.” 1 
man, or that body of men, who ſtudy to 
eſtabliſh any religion by worldly emoluments, 
or puniſh the diſbelicf of it by ſecular penal- 


ties, may make a number of hypocrites, but 
they can never make a number of converts. 


In the hiſtory of the conqueſt of Mexico by 
Cortes, we read that the prieſts of the Spaniards 
converted five or ſix or ten thouſand Indians 


every month—a number immenlely greater 
than what we read of in the As of the 


Apoſtles— But what ſort of converts were thoſe 
of whom theſe SpariſÞ preſs boaſt ſo extrava- 


g ntcly ? 
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gandly? Not one of them hardiy underſtood 
a ſylJabie of te S9447/9 language But they 
were bapitzed by hundreds at a time into the 
belief of the QCorittien, 1 ſnould rather ſay, 
of the Popiſh religion, and were obliged to 
embrace the colvet of which they knew not a 
word—were oviig.d to be baptized or to be 
put to the ford - This was the alternative 
To either one or the other they muſt ſubmit! 
So that by Heis ſhort and compendious method 
of converſion, the vaſt and infimrely populous 
country of Mcex1co became in a few weeks a 
Ci;ijtian country—as wife and rational con- 
verts to the Chriſtian faith as thoſe who had | 
the honour of converting them, — 


The goſpel 1 ka ſtranger to ſuch 
procedures as theſe! Our Saviour, who had 
all power in heaven and in earth, did not 
erect an human eftabliſhment ! is kingdom 
was not of this world, He did not exerciſe 
an unlimited power in converting the human 
race to his religion in a violent uncontroul- 
able manner! The goſpel. appeals to our 
reaſonlays its proofs bctore our underſtand- 
ing —exhibits its evidences before our inte- 
ority—and leaves the event with us. If we 
wilfully reject its evidences, it leaves us not 
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to the ſecular arm, but the future retributions 
of the Almighty—if we admit them, it leaves 
us to the rational conviction of our own judg- 
ment and the conſcious approbation of our 
Intellectual powers. The goſpel diſclaims all 
external reſtraints upon the underſtanding, 
all external violence * offered to the judg- 
ment, leaves men entit rely to their moral 
liberty, leaves them to the operation of their 
own taculues, would have them the converts 
of reaſon, converts from principle ſuch alone 
will be virtuous, ſuch alone will be ſincere. 
We lind that the bleſſed Apoſtles, who were 
endowed wich ſuch miraculous powers and 
[piritual gifts, did not exerciſe theſe amazing 
endowments in overpowering, in overwhelm- 
ing mens recuſon, in forcing them unconvinced 
into the chriſtian church No- far from it 

They delivered to them the moſt excellent and 
hacavenly doctrines, and left the auditors to 
draw the concluſion. Would to God their 
example had ever been followed by thoſe who 
have valued chemſclves upon being their only 
legiti- 


— as cud — ——U— 


* Non eſt opus vi et injuria, quia religio cogi non 
poteſt: verbis potius quam verberibus res agenda eſt, ut 
ſit voluntas. Diſtringant aciem ingeniorum ſuorum; ſi 
ratio eorum vera eſt, afferatur: parati ſumus audire, fi 
doceant. Lactantius, Lis, v. Cab. 20. 8 


of Jesus CHRIS delineated. 199 


legitimate ſucceſſors! Would to God no man 
or body of men had ever uſurped any undue 
dominion and deſpotiſm in the Chriſtian. 
church, and had left it to ſtand upon the ſolid 
baſis of its intrinſic rational excellence, juſt as 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles left it But it 
ſupplies great, great cauſe of ſincere commiſe- 
ration and pity, that this bleſſed religion, 
which was deſigned to unite men to one an- 
other in the ſtricteſt bonds of harmony, af- 
fection and love, hath, by a ſtrange unnatural 
perverſion, been the very cauſe of mens irre- 
concilable enmity and implacable animoſity 
againſt each other - What a ſcene of con- 
fuſion was the Chriſtian church * in the fourth, 
5 „ ONE'4 fifth, 


—— 


The deplorable ſtate of the Chriſtian church before 
the Diocleſian perſecution is thus pathetically lamented by 
Euſebius- Through an exceſs of liberty they degene- 
rated into negligence and ſloth : They envied and reviled 
one another, and were inſtigated againſt each other with 
all that ferocity and violence which diſtinguiſh civil wars: 
Prelates contended with prelates, and the people quar- 
reled with one another: Hypocriſy and diſſimulation 
were advanced to the very higheſt ſummit of wickedneſs : 
They were ſo far loſt to all ſenſe of principle and decency 


that they believed the providence of God was not en- 


ployed in the government of the world: They were con- 
tinually adding one enormity to another: Chriſtian 

- Miniſters, neglecting the duties of the paſtoral function, 
SS, | BL kindled 
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fifth, and fixth Centuries - from the time that 
Conſtantine filled the imperial throne, and inte- 
reſted himſelf in all the furious uncharitable 
diſputes which were then agitated! How 
dreadiully did the Ariaus and the Athang/ians 
retaliate every calamity upon cach other by 
turns pillaging towns, depopulating coun- 
tries, maſſacring with uniparing rage the 
helpleſs infant and the tender tex, wading 
through ſeas of blood even into the ſanctuary 
to eſtabliſh their own particular tenets and 
ſyſtems of faith One, who hath a ſincere 
value for the honour of the goſpel, and 
knows what a mild inftitution it is, cannot 
read theſe accounts without horror, without a 
mixture of tumultuary paſticns, ſincere pity, 
and virtuous indignation. When our bleſſed 
Saviour fo ſeverely reprchended his two diſ- 
ciples for the murderous diſpoſition they diſ- 
covered—to practiſe in the face of the world 
thoſe very atrocious crimes he prohibited — 
what a Proſtitution of the goſpel is this! — 
ha | 


kindled the flames of uncharitable diſputes and diſcords, 
and reproached, threatned, envied, and hated one an- 
other. They W employed the power they had 
: unlawfully uſurped.” Ex rug e776 TAEGY ee £7b XAUYOTTT 
XX vf Er Tos buy ao; 014209: VOU[AEVWY XK N New Note | 


Of ouperlale X. N. Euſebius, Eccl. Hiſt, Lib. viii. Cab. ts | 
Ps 376. Edit. Cantab. 1720. 
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what a ſhameful contempt of his plaineſt and 
beſt adninitions“ ! A mew commandment give 
i unto you, that you love one anotber——Tt 
is matter of niclanchuly reflection that zhis 
firit 2nd great c0/77207ument of our Lord, tho? 
de ycted above ſeventeen hundred years ago, is 
ſtill er /— How true have our Lord's words 
proved: I came not to fend peace on earib, but 
a ſword: ¶ am come to ſet a man at variance 
agent his father, and the daughter againſt her 
mtc, 61d be daughter-in-law againſt her 
mother-1n-la%, and a man's bittereſs fees ſhall be 
thoſe of his econ houſhold, In what age or nation 
have not theſe prophetic words been fully veri- 


fied! 


— 


* Preſque tout le reſte des paroles et des actions de 
Jrsus Curisy préche la douceur, la patience, Vindul- 
gence. C'eſt e pere de famille qui regoit Penfant pro- 
digue; c'eſt Pouvrier qui vient a la derniere heure, et 
qui eſt pa; comme les autres; c'eſt le Samaritain chari- 
table; lui-meiae juſtiſie ſes diſciples de ne pas jeuner; 
il parc onne à la pechereſſe; i! ſe contente de recommane 
der la ſidClité à la femme adultère: il daigne meme con- 
. deſcend:. à linnoceiice zove des convives de Cana, qui 
etant deja ecnuules de vin en demandant encore; il veut 
| bien faire un miracle en leur faveur, il change pour eux 
Peau en vin. II n' eclate pas meme contre Judas qui 
doit le trahir; il ordonne à Pierre de ne le jainais ſervir 
de Pepee; il reprimande les enfans de Zebedie, qui à 
Pexample d' Elie voulaient faire deſcendre le feu de ciel 
ſur une ville qui n' avait pas voulu le loger. Traité ſur 


la Tolerance, p. 143. Edit. 1765. 
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fied | Have the profeſſors of Chriſt's religion 
been influenced, are they now influenced by 
that mutual affection and love for each other, 
which are its grand fundamental principles! 
Do different denominations of Chriſtians in 
the preſent time know, and act as if they 
knew, of what manner of {pirit the goſpel de- 


ſigned them to be of !-—Do dificrent churches 


of proſeſſed Chriſtians, who differ, ſome of 
them, but in trifles, cheriſh kind benevolent 
aflections towards each other, ftudy to pro- 
mote, tho' in different ways, the common ad- 
vancement of the goſpel, and the common 


intcreſts of practical religion! Is there leſs 
cenſoriouſneſs, leſs uncharitableneſs, in the 


preſent age than former ages have ſeen! Are 
profeſſors of the goſpel deſirous to cultivate 


the Chriſtian temper and ſpirit, to make the 
fe of Chriſt the great rule of their own, to 
make all candid, generous allowances for the 


different ſentiments of each other, to give 
others that liberty of judging which they 
claim to themſelves—Alas! I am afraid we 
are greatly departed from the true ſpirit of 
the golpel—I am afraid we have an exter- 


nal form of godlineſs without the inward 
power of it !—We receive the grace of God 
in vain, if we do not ſuffer it to produce 


its Proper fruits in our own hearts and lives. 


It 
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If the goſpel do not make us kind in our 
diſpoſitions, and charitable in our judgments, 
ic will be better for us if we had lived in 
ancient Greece or Rome, and never had been 
born under its facred beams ! 


Conſider what obligations we are under to 
cultivate the Chriſtian - temper and ſpirit 
towards each other. Are we not all frail and 
fallible ? Is not the knowled e of the wiſeſt 
of us limited-—is not the holineſs of the beſt of 
us defective ! Are not our intehectual abilities 
clouced and obſcured by neceſary unavoid- 
able imperfection—are not our improvements 
in knowledge and virtue few and inconſider- 
 able—doth not the intervention of a clay- 
formed ſyſtem clog and impede the operations 
of our minds! Is not the memory, after the 
moſt alnduous culture, treacherous Is not 
our boaſted reaſon involved in a miſt of error 
and darkneſs—not to mention a thouſand pre- 
Judices of education, cuſtom and country, 
which furro:nd the mind with their bateiul 
influence, and prevent it from inveſtigating 
and exploring truth with unbiaſſed freedom 
and lib-ral impartiality. After all our efforts 
to throw Off the incumbent load of earth and 
ſenſe, ſtill we find mortality weighs us down, 

We ſee through a gloſs garkly « our realonings 

| arc 


204 The LITE and ChHanacrtra 


are fallacious, our ſyſtems imaginary, our 
opinions prove erroneous, and better acquain- 
tance with books, and with men, overturns 
all the ſhadowy fabric of thoſe inane theories 
and ſpeculations which we had fondly erected, 
Great and good men have erred, The fathers 
of the church have erred, Synods and afſem- 
blies of divines have erred. The weakeſt 
things that ever were ſaid or done in the world 
have been done in general ſynods and oecume- 
nical councits—How ſhould this be otherwiſe 
in a ſtate of imperfection, when different 
men ſee the ſame things in ſuch different 
lights, and form ſuch different judgments 
concerning them. For men to erect them- 
ſelves to be the ſtandards of infallibility in a 
Nate and world ſo imperfect and erroneous 
as the preſent, is both conſummate weakneſs 
and conſummate wickedneſs—it is impiety 
againſt God—a ſatire upon the Scriptures 
which alone are infallible, and the ſole rule of 
faith —an uſurpation of Chriſt's prerogative, 
who is the ſupreme lawgiver in his own 
church —a violation of the ſacred and unalie- 
nable rights of conſcience and an invaſion 
of Chriſtian freedom and liberty. Had we 
judgment and abilities infallibly to decide in 
all controverſies, and to determine with clear 

a 
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and accurate preciſion in all diſputations, we 

might have then ſome pretenſions for adjuſt- 
ing the religious tenets of others to our 
ſtandard. But ſuch an uſurped dominion 
over the faith of others is an unrighteous 
and unſcriptural claim, and, if claimed, would 
only diſcover the ſhallowneſs of our under- 
ſtanding and we.:kneſs of our judgment, and 
juſtly expoſe us to the deriſion and contempt 
of all rational and well-inſtructed Chriſtians. 
Different educations, as we all reſpectively 
have received, different prejudices, as our 
minds have been tinctured with, different 
principles, as we have been trained up in, 
different opportunities for reading and acquir- 


8 ing knowledge as we have enjoyed all theſe 


are ſo many arguments for our exerciſing 
chriſtian charity and forbearance one towards 
another, for making the moſt candid allow- 
ances for one another's imperfections, for 
judging favourably of each other for their 
differing from us, ior our exerciſing mutual 
lenity, meekneſs, kindnels, benevolence, and 
love towards each other. Ho art thou that © 
judgeſt thy brother, ſays the Apoſtle, who art 
thou that condemneſt thy brother? We muſt all 
ſtand before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. The 
wiſdom that cometh from above is firſt pure, 

ns lhen 
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then peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be entreated, full 
ef mercy and good fruits, without partiality; 
without hypocriſy. The ſervant of the Lord 


muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle towards all men, 
apt to teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtructing 


thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. 


From theſe paſſages how clearly doth it 


appear what the chriſtian temper and ſpirit 


is—what that diſpolition of mind is which it 


was the great deſign of our Lord and his 
Apoſtles that Chriltians ſhould cultivate and 
_ exerciſe one towards another, Of all men, 
I can truly ſay from my ſoul, I pity thoſe 


moſt who are fond of religious diſputes— 


who conſider religion in no other view, but 
merely as it affords matter for diſputation 
who read the word of God not ſo much to 


improve their minds in holineſs as to furniſh 


them with materials for captious controver- 


ſies. Such diſputes, I am ſure, have ever 
been the bane of practical religion. They 
have been fewel to feed the flames of unchriſ- 
tian diſcord and unchriſtian uncharitableneſs; 


They have taken men's attention from the 
great aim and end of religion. Vital religion 
| hath always ſuffered by theſe unhappy diſſen- 


ſions, they inducing men to attend more 
to 
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to <words than things, to take up with a form 
of godlineſs, and pay little or no regard to 
the 7nward power of it. I am ſure they damp 
in the breaſts of Chriſtians that affection and 
love, which is the glory of our religion, and 
the perfection of the goſpel. It has ever been 
my opinion that we are all agreed in the main 
fundamental points—that we differ from each 
other in things by no means eſſential to ſalva- 
| tion—in things, which he who diſbelieves, 
may be as good a chriſtian, as much an object 
of the love of God and Chriſt, as he who 
believes them. All Chriſtians, of all deno- 
minations, believe in the being, perfeciions, 
and government of God—that his providence 
is univerſal—that we receive all our bleſſings 
and enjoyments from him—that there is a 
future ſtate of happineſs or miſery that an 
holy life is indiſpenſable to ſalvation, no 
heaven without it that the ſpirit of God 
aſſiſts and aids our infirmities that Jeſus 
Chriſt is our redeemer, ſaviour, advocate, 
interceſſor, mediator, and final judge and 
that we are, through this ſhort pilgrimage, 
all purſuing one and the ſame happineſs. All 
agree in theſe fundamental points of Chrif- 
tian religion—Now who does not ſce that all 
other things are comparatively trivial, frivolous, 
0 ee OT = 
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and indifferent? With regard to myſelf, I lay 
ho ſtieſs at all upon any particular ſpeculative 
opinions of my own, and ſhould deteſt myſelf 
if I thought any man a worie chriſtian, or 
that I could hurt an hair of his head and rob 
him of a day's comfort, merely becauſe he 
differs from me. The only thing, 1 lay in- 
finite ſtreſs upon is the advanceinent of holineſs 
and the chriſtian temper both in myſelf and 
others, the improvement of my own mind, 
and the minds of thoſe whom I can influence 
in the imitation of Chriſt, and the practical 
_ truths of the goſpel. A good life and con- 
verſation is the ſum and ſubſtance of religion 
—an heart, full of love to God, to Jeſus, 
and to all our fellow-chriſtians —walking 
before our families and the world in ſuch a 
manner as to plcaſe God and ſecure his bleſſing 
keeping our tempers and ſpirits under good 
government—mortitying our corrupt aftections 
 —labouring to correct what is amiſs in our tem- 
pers and diſpoſitions living awefully mind- 
ful of God's preſence with us—labouring to 
promote the glory of God—making the holy 
ſcriptures our ſtudy and comfort in this ſhort 
momentary ſtate of education for eternity — 
ſtriving to know the will of God that we may 

conform to it and, by the regular courſe of 
„ an 
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an amiable, uſeful, charitable life, making the 
beſt preparation we are able for the hour of 
death and our happy admiſſion into a better 
world] would rather write ten pages to pro- 
mote mens attention to theſe-great, practical, 
vital, ſaving truths, than ten thoutand volumes 
of the moſt learned and elaborate controverſy 
the world ever ſaw. 


Alas, thoſe who imbitter and irritate their 
own minds and the minds of others with theſe 
unhappy unedifying conteſts, know not what 
manner of ſpirit they are of—are unhappy 
ſtrangers to the genius of Chr: tianity, and are 

yet to learn in what the true dignity and glory 

of it conſiſts. If I underſtand the New Tet- 
tament, after ſeveral years ſcdulous ſtudy and 
impartial examination of it, accompanied with 
prayer to God to aſſiſt my impertect mind in 
its encuiries, I am fully convinced it was never 
deſigned to fill our heads with uſcleſs {pecy- 
lations, but our hearts with practical princi— 
ciples to make us good parents, good heads 
of families, good children, good neighbours, 
good members of ſociety ; to inſpire us with 
the love of God and our bleſſed Redeemer, to 
| make us uſeful to one another in this tranſitory 
ſcene of mortality, to fill us with joy and 
1 peace 
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peace and hope in believing, and by an holy 
life and irreproachable character to engage us 
to prepare for that bleſſed world which it re- 
veals. O what animating truths are theſe ! 
What encouraging, comforting, practical 
«doctrines are theſe, worthy all the uſeleſs loads 
of uſcleſs controverly that ever were written, 
worthy all the ingenious teſts and tortures 
which were ever framed to ſhackle the human 
mind, and confine its heretical excurſions. 
Who that believes theſe truths, and acts ſuit- 
ably with ſuch a belief, would not be moſt 
_ powerfully engaged to cultivate the temper of 
Chriſt, to cheriſh the kindeſt affections towards 
all his fellow-chriſtians, view them, together 
with himſelf, as bleſſed with the ſame evan- 
gelical privileges, as equally converſant with 
| himſelf in the ſame vale of frailty and mor- 
tality, as endowed with immortal ſouls by the 
diſtingutſhing privilege of their birth, and as 
fwiftly travelling with him, through a vain 
and tranſitory ſcene, to thoſe bleſſed abodes 
where fin and {orrow never enter, He that 
has this hope in him purifieth himſelf even as 
he is pure. Who woul not, that has theſe 
proſpects, all this conſummate happineſs in 
view, ſtudy to bring his ſpirit under proper 
cliſcipline, to regulate all his affections, to 

| cheriſh 
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cheriſh and exerciſe the moſt benevolent diſ- 
politions, and by conſulting the peace and 
tranquility of his own mind, and the concord, 
unanimity, and happineſ of thoſe around 
him, prepare for that bleſſed world where the 
| benevolent Saviour dwells, and where univer- 
ſal harmony, peace and love reign amongſt 
all its various innumerable inhabitants. 


My 
dd. 
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SECT. XXII. 
The Defign of Cbriſts goſpel. 


VERY one who reads the life of Chriſt, 
weighs his doctrines and 1s convinced, 
upon rational evidence, that Chriſtianity , is 
true, lays himſelf under an obligation to 
_ govern his life by the principles it teaches. 
Now nothing 1s more evident to any one who 
is but the leaſt acquainted with Chriſtianity, 
than that all its doctrines and inſtitutions con- 
ſpire to one great end, all, like ſo many con- 
verging rays, tend to center in one point, All 
its promiſes and threatnings, all its exhorta- 
tions and examples, all its poſitive ordi- 
nances and moral directions, are only calcu- 
Hated to promote one great deſign, to make 
men truly religious and good. It ought ever 
to be obſerved, and the obſervation can never 
be too frequently repeated, that Jeſus Chriſt 
came into the world not to teach men philo- 
ſophy and ſpeculation, but true Theology 
and practical Morality, and to enforce theſe 
by the revelation of a future ſtate. The goſ- 
pel is not a ſyſtem of philoſophical viſions 
5 3 and 
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and myſtical reverics, but a directory of the 
heart and life. We never find the fon of God 
entertaining his audience with metaphyſical 
diſquiſitions, and amuſing them with diſcuſ- 
ſing curious points, but conſtantly urging 
upon them the great duties of piety and 
morality, and the neceſſity, the indiſpenſable 
_ neceſſity, of univerſal righteouſneſs and obe- 
dience. The goſpel of our Lord was never 
intended to correct the errors of vulgar 
theories, to teach the true ſyſtem of the world, 
to gwe mankind inforination concerning the 
Tevoluuon of the heavenly bodies, the circu- 
lation of the blood, the cauſe of the tides, the 
attraction, gravitation and coheſion of matter, 
to rectify any vulgar miſtakes in Geography, 
Aſtronomy, Phyſic, or any of the liberal 
ſciences, to undeceive the world with regard 
to Dæmonology or the poſſeſſion of devils, 
to reveal to mankind the firſt principles of 
things, the nature of the human mind, the 
exact duration of the preſent terraqueous ſyſ- 
tem, the number of the ſaved, and in what 
employment their happineſs conſiſted. Theſe 
_ diqquiſitions might have amuſed us, and if 
they had been of any ſignal advantage to our 
welfare in the preſent life, or any way contri- 
buted to the real improvement and happinet3 

. of 
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of our nature, our benevolent redeemer wha 
came down from heaven, would not have 
envied us the revelation, But theſe things 
are entirely foreign to the nature of the reli- 
gion of Jeſus. Every thing that is curious 
is not uſcful. We always find that amuſive 
ſtudles and amufive puriuits take off men's 
attention from thlags of the firſt importance. 
When people, to ſatisfy an idle curioſity, 
aſked our Saviour queſtions of this amuſive 
kind, he always declined anſwering them. 
Lord, faid a perſon to him, Are there few that 
are to be ſaved—Our Lord immediately turned 
from him, and directing himſelf to his fol- 
lowers ſaid; Strive to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate. Inſtead of vainly amuſing yourſelves 
with ſpeculations of this Kind, let it form 
the ſtudy of every one of you to ſecure his 
own final happineſs. When our Saviour had 
told Peter the particular circumſtances of that 
death which he was afterwards to ſuffer for 
the goſpel, that his hands ſhould be bound, 
and that he ſhould be conducted at the plea- 
ſure of another——-ſtimulated by this vain 
pallion of knowing the future fortunes of 
others, St. Peter aſked him, Lord, pointing 
to St. John, and what ſball this man do? 
what deſtiny awaits him, to what end is he 

to 
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to come. Jeſus ſaid to him, If I will that 
he tarry *till I come, what is that to thee ? 
follow thou me—Suppole it to be my pleaſure 
that he ſhould continue in life till the time of 
my coming (the deſtruction of Jeru! alem) 
how - doth it concern you—let it be your 
ſolicitous concern only to follow my example 
and obey-my commands. Chriſtianity is not 
empty viſionary theory, but vital practical 
godlineſs. It hath its ſeat not in the head 
but in the Heart. It does not conſiſt in oh 
puting, but living. 


The fon of God did not come into the 
world to obſcure and overwhelm human rea- 
ſon with revealing unintelligible myſteries, 

and to ſet amine and nations at variance 
with one another about thoſe doctrines which 
have been agitated in the Chriſtian church 
with ſuch theological bitterneſs and odium. 
There is not a ſyllable about many of theſe 
doctrines in the divine page, many of them 
are human inventions, forged in the Vatican, 
the dreams and viſions of ſchoolmen in the 
dark ages of popery. The pure religion of 
Jeſus does not ſanctify theſe corruptions of 
truth, theſe commandments of men. Jeſus 
Chriſt did not come to eclipſe but to enlighten 
P 4 the 
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the mind not to confound, and puzzle and 
perplex human reaton, but to guide, direct, 
and illuuu¹ate it. 


It is the glory of the religion of Jeſus, 
that it is a rational religion, worthy of the 
God of reaton, that all its rules approve 
| themielves to every man's unprejudiced im- 
partial reaſon, worthy of the father and foun- 
tain of light who firſt kindled the lamp of 
reaſon in the human boſom, a reaſonable 
ſervice, che law of truth and liberty, infinitely 
well adapted to ſuch a moral agent as man, 
to inſtruct, guide and fave him. to conduct 
him to the higheſt degree of virtue and per- 
fection of which his nature is capable in this 
world, and to exalt him to very high degrees 
of happincls in eternity, Read our Saviour's 
Sermon on the mount, which contains a 
ſuccinct and comprehenſive ſummary of the 
whole Guy of a Chriitian, what he is to 
belieye @ A pradtile | in order to obtain eternal 
life, ind is there a ſingle ſentence in this 
divine diſcourſe which the pooreſt and moſt 
illiterate Chriſcian cannot underſtand ? Is not 
every direction as plain as if written with a 
ſun-beam ? Is not the whole of this ſermon 
converlant about daily practice, what ought to 

5 DG 
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be our principles and conduct every hour, 
what our duty is to God, our neighbour, and 
ourſelves, what our final ſtate will be if we 
break and iolate theſe moral rules, and what 


a glorious reſurrection we ſhall have if we 


hear and da theſe. commandments. - There 


are no myſterious unintelligible doctrines. 


advanced in this fermun which Chriſtians are 
commanded to believe tio they cannot under- 


ſcar. them. Perute and examine this ſermon, 
which our Saviour defigned to be held up to 


the world as a inodel of chriſtian faith and 


duty, and you will find no abſtraule and my 


terious tenets propoſed to your belief, as the 


terms and conditions of your ſalvation, no 
myſtical and enthuſiaſtic opinion that dues 


violence to reaſon, affronts the human under- 
ſtanding, and depreciates morality - nothing 


about conſubſtantiality, and coequalicy, and 


coeſſentiality, the hypoſtatical union, eternal 
ſiliation, neceſſary emanation, mutual cir- 
cumplexion—hard words either coined by 


reek controverſialiſts, or by Thomas Aquinas, 
Duns Scotus, Suarez, and other popiſh divines 


in the pure ages of myſtery and jargon, The 


religion of Jeſus has no ſuch terms, owns no 


| ſuch ideas. It was originally preached to the 
| Poor, and the poor could underſtand it hut 
3 neicher 
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neither poor nor rich could ever underſtand 
ſuch language as this. The goſpel was 
deſigned tor the inſtruction, and edification, 
and ſalvation of a!/—the loweſt claſſes of 
mankind equally with the higheſt, - The poor 
have ſouls to be faved as well as the rich— 


and they are equally precious in the ſight of 


God and Chriſt. God is no reſpecter of 
perſons. The golpel opens its divine trea- 


ſures to all, to the peaſant and the villager 
as well as to the philoſopher and ſcholar. 


It is the plaineſt book that ever was written. 


Revelation in its very idea imples plainneſs 


and clearneſs. 


That we have ſuch a religion to direct our 


enquiries and practice, is our honour and hap- 
pineſs, and affords cauſe for the warmeſt grati- 


rude to Almighty God. We begr the Chriſtian 
name, and are perſuaded upon the beſt evidence 


that Jeſus Chriſt was a teacher ſent from God, 


that he worked great numbers of beneficent 


- miracles, that he led a life of perfect goodneſs, 


that he ſealed his doctrines with his blood, 
that he was raiſed on the third day, and was 


advanced to the moſt exalted ſtation at God's 


right hand in reward of his conſummate wor- 


chineſs. We are convinced that the goſpel is 


A doc- 
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a doctrine according to godlineſs, calculated 


to promote goodneſs of heart and life, and to 


raiſe men to the higheſt attainments in holineſs 
of which their nature is capable. Into the 
privileges and bleſſings of this religion we 
were initiated by baptiſm, and perhaps have 
frequently at the Lord's table made the moſt 
ſolemn profeſſions to live and die in the belief 


and practice of this religion, and to found all 


our hopes of eternal happineſs upon it. After 


ſo many ſolemn confeſſions of our inviolable 


attachment to the Chriſtian cauſe, after fo 
many ſerious and deliberate profeſſions, time 
after time repeated, how great are our obli- 
gations to lead a chriſtian life, to act up to the 


dignity of our characters, and to reflect diſtin- 
guiſhed honour upon our holy religion! An un- 


holy Chriſtian is the moſt inconſiſtent character 
in the world. For a Mabommedan to act incon- 
ſiſtently with the Coran, or for a Chineſe to 
live in direct repugnance to the ethics of Con- 


fucius, is a great aggravation of their guilt. 


But how - 15 the crime of the 
| Chriſtian who boaſts a divine revelation, infi- 
nitely ſuperior in intrinſic excellence, contain- 


ing nobler diſcoveries, clearer inſtructions, 
and a more rational and conſiſtent ſcheme of 


religion and morals, than can be found in the 
2 Turkiſh 


——_— — — Std * S 2 — 


„ „„„%ͤ%ͤ.„! ! 


220 The LITE ond CHARACTER 


Turkiſh Coran or the Chineſe Code, yet whoſe 
daily life, principles, and converſation are a 
ſatire and inſult upon that religion in which 
he incculatively glories, Of what advantage 
is it to any man to have a divine revelation in 
his hands, yet every day live in an open vio- 
lation and contempt of its laws. Of what 
avail is it to ny man, that Cini deſcended 
from Tod into our world, lived and died and 
roſe e gn for man's redemption and ſalvation, 
it he bes the inſtructions he delivered, 
and read the hiſtory of his life, juſt as he 
would read the lives of Cornelius Nepos or of 
Plutarch, without ever bringing it home to his 
buſineſs or his boſom. Was the religion of 
Jeſus given to entertain and amuſe a vacant 
mind, or did Chriſt come into this world 
merely to publith a ſet of doctrines to try the 
ſtrength of mens faith and to be tefts of or- 
thodoxy, or of the want of it, and to teach men 
to be captious critics and artful diſputants. 
His goſpel was intended to dethrone ſuper— 
ſtition, to reform mens principles, to correct 


their vices, to elevate their hopes, to 9 
their views, to promote piety and goodne 
both 5 in heart and lite, to diffuſe Peacs, har- 
mony and benevolence among men, to incul- 
cate 
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cate ſobriety, chaſtity, temperance, humility, 
and contentment, and to make men aſpire after 
the great and glorious recompences of a bleſſed 
immortality. For is our Saviour left the 
boſom of the Father: for his he aſſumed our 
nature: for his he ſuffered and died: for his 


he roſe again: for this he is now interceding 


in heaven, 


8 
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SECT. XXIII. 


The Conclyf on. 


\HUS I have imperfectly ſketched out à 
few outlines of the moſt amiable and 
_ glorious Character which ever appeared in this 
world. This divine Character hath every thing 
that can endear itſelf to us. It is the cha- 
racter of a being, who from a principle of 
benevolence for us freely relinquiſhed all the 
joys of heaven, clothed himſelf with the frail- 
ties of our earthly tabernacle, and ſuffered 
and died to ſave us from ruin. That Chriſtian, 
whoſe heart condeſcenſion ſo amazing cannot 
penetrate, and whoſe boſom compaſſion and 
love ſo unparalleled cannot impreſs, muſt be 
loſt to all ſentiments of gratitude, ingenuity 
and goodneſs. He that loveth not our Lord 
Feſus, let him be anathema, maranatha. The 
love of ſuch a divine benefactor is the moſt 
rational paſſion which can poſſeſs the human 
heart. And as this divine perſon has propoſed 

his life as a model for our imitation, let us be 
often taking a review of it—let us be often 
| con- 
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conſidering how he acted in ſuch and ſuch cir- 
cumſtances and let us imitate his temper and 
conduct when we are in the ſame, Every 


Chriſtian is profeſſedly a follower of Chriſt, 
and the more cloſely he follows him, the better 


Chriſtian he is Did our Saviour in his afflic- 
tions reſign himſelf to God without one mur- 


muring word or one repining thought Let 


us, when we are in troubie and ſorrow, chear- 
| fully ſubmit, as he did, to the divine diſpoſal, 
and adopt the language he hath taught us: 
Father, not my will, but thine be done Did our 
Saviour go about always doing good to the 
ſouls and bodies of men ? Let us, in imitation 
of our benevolent Lord, ſtudy to be as uſeful 


as poſſible in our generation, and, to the 


extent of our abilities and powers, do all the 


good which Providence enables us to do to our 
fellow-creatures. Was the conduct of our 


Saviour harmleſs and inoffenſive ? Let us ſtudy 


to give no unneceſſary offence to our fellow- 


chriſtians, be candid to their tailings, be gene- 


rouſly diſpoſed to make all kind allowances for 


one anothers difterences, and by a virtuous 
peaceable rrreproachable converſation promote 
one another's welfare and edification. Was 
our Lord meek and lowly in heart ?—Let us 

: by 
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be clothed with that humility, with which he 


was ſo eminently adorn-d, a virtue, which, as 
one expreſſes it, is the brighteſt jewel in the 

Chriſtian crown. Let us be affable, courteous, 
and condeſcending to all, taking his yoke 
upon us, and learning of him to be meek and 
lowly. in heart. — To conclude: I folemnly 
charge thee, Reader, whoever thou be, in the 
preſence of God and of his beloved Son our 
Lord, Redeemer and Judge, that thou con- 
ſtantly read the hiſtory of this divine perſon 
for thy own improvement in that piety and 
goodneſs of whicii he hath ſet thee ſo engaging 
and perfect a pattern. If thou be a parent, 
point out to thy children the amiable diſpo- 
ſition and glorious character of the Son of 
God. Induce them by every argument and 
motive thou canſt employ to love and imi- 


tate that perſon who loved us and died for us 


and let me ſolemnly adjure all into whoſe 
hands this Delineation of the life of Chriſt 
may fall, to make it their honour, ſtudy and 
| happineſs to tranſcribe into their lives and 
characters the pious principles and amiable 
virtues of Jeſus Chriſt, that he may bleſs them 
with a glorious reſurrection from the ſleep of 
death, acknowledge them for his faithful and 

1 | virtuous + 
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virtuous diſciples, applaud their inflexible 
_ conſtancy and integrity before the whole 
aſſembled world, honour them with a place 
among all the wiſe and good at his right 
hand, and with ſmiles of approbation and love 
pronounce over them that joyful ſentence : 
Well done, ye good and faithful ſervants :; 
Enter ye into the everlaſting joy of your Lord! 


ERRATA. 3 
Page 147, for Section XI, read Section XVIII. 
Page 154, ſor Section XII, read Section XIX. 
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